Lesson 5 (2): Our Relationship with Jesus

Lesson 5 (2): Our Relationship with Jesus
Readings

John 5:19-24
Jesus answered and said to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, a son cannot do anything on his own, but only what he sees his father doing; for what he does, his son will do also. For the Father loves his Son and shows him everything that he himself does, and he will show him greater works than these, so that you may be amazed. For just as the Father raises the dead and gives life, so also does the Son give life to whomever he wishes. Nor does the Father judge anyone, but he has given all judgment to his Son, so that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes in the one who sent me has eternal life and will not come to condemnation, but has passed from death to life.

John 6:35-40
Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst. But I told you that although you have seen (me), you do not believe. Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who comes to me, because I came down from heaven not to do my own will but the will of the one who sent me. And this is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, but that I should raise it (on) the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him (on) the last day."

John 10:25-30
Jesus answered them, "I told you and you do not believe. The works I do in my Father's name testify to me. But you do not believe, because you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, 13 and no one can take them out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one."

Eph 2:19-21
So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. Through him the whole structure is held together and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord;

Cols 1:15-20
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things were created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he himself might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood of his cross (through him), whether those on earth or those in heaven.

CCC 161
The necessity of faith. Believing in Jesus Christ and in the One who sent him for our salvation is necessary for obtaining that salvation. "Since ‘without faith it is impossible to please [God]' and to attain to the fellowship of his sons, therefore without faith no one has ever attained justification, nor will anyone obtain eternal life ‘but he who endures to the end.'"
CCC 425
"To preach . . . the unsearchable riches of Christ" The transmission of the Christian faith consists primarily in proclaiming Jesus Christ in order to lead others to faith in him. From the beginning, the first disciples burned with the desire to proclaim Christ: "We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard." And they invite people of every era to enter into the joy of their communion with Christ:

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing this that our joy may be complete.
CCC 448-450
LORD.  Very often in the Gospels people address Jesus as "Lord." This title testifies to the respect and trust of those who approach him for help and healing. At the prompting of the Holy Spirit, "Lord" expresses the recognition of the divine mystery of Jesus. In the encounter with the risen Jesus, this title becomes adoration: "My Lord and my God!" It thus takes on a connotation of love and affection that remains proper to the Christian tradition: "It is the Lord!"

By attributing to Jesus the divine title "Lord," the first confessions of the Church's faith affirm from the beginning that the power, honor, and glory due to God the Father are due also to Jesus, because "he was in the form of God," and the Father manifested the sovereignty of Jesus by raising him from the dead and exalting him into his glory. 

From the beginning of Christian history, the assertion of Christ's lordship over the world and over history has implicitly recognized that man should not submit his personal freedom in an absolute manner to any earthly power, but only to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Caesar is not "the Lord." "The Church . . . believes that the key, the center, and the purpose of the whole of man's history is to be found in its Lord and Master."
CCC 669
Christ already reigns through the Church . . .As Lord, Christ is also head of the Church, which is his Body. Taken up to heaven and glorified after he had thus fully accomplished his mission, Christ dwells on earth in his Church. The redemption is the source of the authority that Christ, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, exercises over the Church. "The kingdom of Christ [is] already present in mystery," "on earth, the seed and the beginning of the kingdom."
Matt had been listening to his friend Joe pour out his heart for over thirty minutes. While he seemed "together" on the surface, in his heart Joe felt lonely, aimless, and confused. Finally, Joe paused, looked at him and blurted out, "What should I do?" Matt knew that he should invite his friend to surrender his life more fully to Jesus. He hesitated, then responded, "I think you should recommit your life to Jesus." His friend asked, "How do I do that?" Matt found himself saying, "I don't know, but let's pray" Matt began, "Jesus, Joe wants you to be the Lord of his life. He gives his life completely to you from this day on. Help him to know you better and to love you and serve you. You are the Lord. You are his Savior. You are his King. Help him to know your will and follow it always."
1. Describe your relationship with Jesus.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. In what ways have you given your life to Jesus? In what ways are you holding back from him?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. How can you come to know Jesus more deeply?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Identify the personal qualities of Jesus that seem most appealing to you.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Describe the relationship between Jesus and God the Father.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How can you relate to your Father in heaven as Jesus related to him during his earthly ministry?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


7. How does Jesus' love manifest itself in your life?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Action Plan

· Over the next week, I will examine my relationship with Jesus by:
· Reading one of the Gospels and imagining being with Jesus during his earthly ministry. 

· Asking Jesus to come into my heart in a deeper way.

· Surrendering everything in my life over to him. 

· Other:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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