Lesson 4 (41) A Man and his Job 
Readings

Gen. 3:14-19
Then the LORD God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, you shall be banned from all the animals and from all the wild creatures; On your belly shall you crawl, and dirt shall you eat all the days of your life.  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will strike at your head, while you strike at his heel."  To the woman he said: "I will intensify the pangs of your childbearing; in pain shall you bring forth children. Yet your urge shall be for your husband, and he shall be your master."  To the man he said: "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat, "Cursed be the ground because of you! In toil shall you eat its yield all the days of your life.  Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to you, as you eat of the plants of the field.  By the sweat of your face shall you get bread to eat, Until you return to the ground, from which you were taken; For you are dirt, and to dirt you shall return."
Matt 25:14-30
It will be as when a man who was going on a journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one--to each according to his ability. Then he went away. Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them, and made another five. Likewise, the one who received two made another two.  But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and buried his master's money.  After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them.  The one who had received five talents came forward bringing the additional five.  He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made five more.'  His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.'  (Then) the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, 'Master, you gave me two talents. See, I have made two more.'  His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.'  Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said, 'Master, I knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did not plant and gathering where you did not scatter;  so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground. Here it is back.'  His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant and gather where I did not scatter?  Should you not then have put my money in the bank so that I could have got it back with interest on my return?  Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.  For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'  
2 Thess 3:10
In fact, when we were with you, we instructed you that if anyone was unwilling to work, neither should that one eat.
CCC 2427-2428
Economic Activity and Social Justice

The development of economic activity and growth in production are meant to provide for the needs of human beings. Economic life is not meant solely to multiply goods produced and increase profit or power; it is ordered first of all to the service of persons, of the whole man, and of the entire human community. Economic activity, conducted according to its own proper methods, is to be exercised within the limits of the moral order, in keeping with social justice so as to correspond to God's plan for man. 
Human work proceeds directly from persons created in the image of God and called to prolong the work of creation by subduing the earth, both with and for one another. Hence work is a duty: "If any one will not work, let him not eat." Work honors the Creator's gifts and the talents received from him. It can also be redemptive. By enduring the hardship of work in union with Jesus, the carpenter of Nazareth and the one crucified on Calvary, man collaborates in a certain fashion with the Son of God in his redemptive work. He shows himself to be a disciple of Christ by carrying the cross, daily, in the work he is called to accomplish. Work can be a means of sanctification and a way of animating earthly realities with the Spirit of Christ.
CCC 2460
The primordial value of labor stems from man himself, its author and beneficiary. By means of his labor man participates in the work of creation. Work united to Christ can be redemptive.
Mike was smart, young, ambitious, and anxious to climb the corporate ladder. He worked in a highly competitive industry, and the key to success was forming relationships with the potential buyers of the services that his firm offered.

Mike's hard work paid off when he was made general manager of one of the company's offices. Unfortunately, the cost for the promotion was significant. The long hours and dedication to his job left little time for him to pay attention to his family, and after eleven years and two children, his wife divorced him.

Mike is now remarried, his wife is pregnant and the pattern is repeating itself. The long hours are problematic, but the straw that broke the camel's back was his coming home more than once at two or three o'clock in the morning. He had been with clients in a strip bar, trying to develop business relationships and loyalty with potential customers. When his wife found out where Mike had been, she asked, "What kind of business could possibly be transacted while drinking all night in a strip bar?" "Calm down, `honey," he replied: "It's what everybody in business does."
1. In the Catechism (2427), we are taught that, through work, we participate in God's creative activities as well as honor the gifts and talents we have been given by God. How does Mike's attitude toward his work contrast with God's view?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30) speaks of our duties with regard to the gifts and talents we have been given. What does this tell us about our relationship with our employer?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



3. Balancing one's job and family responsibilities is often a severe problem. What specific things can a man do to bring these two elements into balance?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. If your boss asked you to do something unethical, and you knew that not to do it would put your job in jeopardy, what would you do? Why?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. In what ways can you glorify God by the work that you do?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



6. How can you better support your wife when your job requires you to travel or to work overtime to finish a project? If your wife is a stay-at-home mother with small children, how can you support the work that she does?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



7. Write a detailed description of what you would consider the perfect job. Why do you consider it perfect, and how do you think God would judge it, based on today's lesson?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Action Plan

This week I will try to be more faithful to my family and my job by:
· Evaluating the priorities and goals in my life.

· Discussing with my spouse how my job impacts the quality of our family life.

· Evaluating the reasons I spend as much time on the job as I do.

· Other:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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