Lesson 3 (31) Mapping out a Vision 
Readings

Pvbs 11:14
For lack of guidance a people falls; security lies in many counselors.
Acts 16:25-34
About midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God as the prisoners listened, there was suddenly such a severe earthquake that the foundations of the jail shook; all the doors flew open, and the chains of all were pulled loose. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew (his) sword and was about to kill himself, thinking that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted out in a loud voice, "Do no harm to yourself; we are all here."  He asked for a light and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell down before Paul and Silas.  Then he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you and your household will be saved."  So they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to everyone in his house.  He took them in at that hour of the night and bathed their wounds; then he and all his family were baptized at once.  He brought them up into his house and provided a meal and with his household rejoiced at having come to faith in God.
CCC 1655-1657
The Domestic Church
Christ chose to be born and grow up in the bosom of the holy family of Joseph and Mary. The Church is nothing other than "the family of God." From the beginning, the core of the Church was often constituted by those who had become believers "together with all [their] household." When they were converted, they desired that "their whole household" should also be saved. These families who became believers were islands of Christian life in an unbelieving world.

In our own time, in a world often alien and even hostile to faith, believing families are of primary importance as centers of living, radiant faith. For this reason the Second Vatican Council, using an ancient expression, calls the family the Ecclesia domestica. It is in the bosom of the family that parents are "by word and example . . . the first heralds of the faith with regard to their children. They should encourage them in the vocation which is proper to each child, fostering with special care any religious vocation."

It is here that the father of the family, the mother, children, and all members of the family exercise the priesthood of the baptized in a privileged way "by the reception of the sacraments, prayer and thanksgiving, the witness of a holy life, and self-denial and active charity." Thus the home is the first school of Christian life and "a school for human enrichment." Here one learns endurance and the joy of work, fraternal love, generous—even repeated—forgiveness, and above all divine worship in prayer and the offering of one's life.
Mike is the owner of a very successful business that has a reputation as a highly ethical company, providing an excellent product at a reasonable price. The company is known for taking care of its customers, and as a result, is highly profitable. Mike attributes his success to having a very clear vision, early on, about the kind of business he wanted to run, developing a plan to make it happen, and paying constant attention to how well the plan was working in the reality of everyday life.

By contrast, Mike's family was a mess. It wasn't a bad family, but there never seemed to be the kind of unity or affection he thought a strong family should have. One evening, as he was sitting in his study after an unpleasant exchange with his two sons, Mike wondered how he could be so successful in his business and, at the same time struggle, so much with his family.
1. What would you suggest to Mike as being a problem with his family?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. How would you describe the direction of your family at this point?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



3. Discuss Mike's approach to developing a successful business, and what tools he employs there that could be helpful in dealing with his family.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. In Acts, there are numerous references to a person being converted, then desiring that his “whole household should be saved.” How do you show your desire for your family's salvation?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. Many individuals have a personal vision statement. What would you include in a family vision statement?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



6. How would this vision statement compare to the reality of your family life today?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



7. Discuss the importance of a man and his wife having a well-defined plan for their family?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Action Plan

This week, I will demonstrate more concern for the future of my family by:
· Beginning to pray for each member of my family.

· Praying daily that my children will respond to the call that God gives to them in their life.  

· Discussing with my wife the possibility of developing a plan for our family's salvation.

· Other:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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