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5.  During this inflationary period the prices of goods and services have risen astronomically.       There is little the average householder can do about the cost of materials, but he can elimanate crippling labour charges by undertaking his own repairs and maintenance. Over the last few     years do-it-yourself shops have mushroomed to meet the needs of those trying to keep a roof    over their heads. The necessary know-how is provided by a multitude of evening classes    attended by many who would formerly never have dreamt of lifting a finger to help       themeselves. As a “graduate’ of many courses I feel capable of doing most of the odd jobs      round the house. What was just a hobby for me has now become a matter of necessity.

Finite Verb

or Verb Phrase



Tense
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Aspect 
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       -
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       -
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     -

       -        
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     -

       -
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present

     -
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active   

Usage of Finite Verbs or Verb Phrases


The four elements of a finite verb or verb phrase, which are tense,  modal, aspect, and voice, occur in different combinations as shown in the previous exercises. Since the form and the usage of each element do not always correspond, the same combination of elements may express different types of activities.

Exercise 3
Usage of Finite Verbs or Verb Phrases


A.Study each of the following sentences paying particular attention to the underlined finite verbs or verb phrases. Then in the blank provided, explain their usage.

A. 1
a. The earth goes round the sun.

b. Most animals kill only for food.
   
c. Water consists of hydrogen and oxygen.

    
The simple present is used to indicate general statement of fact or something which is true in general.

     2.
a. I get up at 6 o’clock every morning.


b. Tom and Jane usually fly business class.

c.  He always eats a sandwich for lunch.

The simple present is used to express habitual or everyday activity.

    3.
a. The little girl is very hungry. 


b. These flowers smell good.


c. They understand each other well.


d. I think he is a kind man.


The simple present is used with stative verbs or verbs of perception to describe states, conditions, thoughts or feelings at the present moment.
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    4.
a. We fly to Paris tonight.


b. Alan doesn’t teach next year.

c.  The bus leaves at eight o’clock.

With the help of a word or phrase indicating future time, the simple present can show that an activity will occur in the future.

B. 1.
a. Please don’t make so much noise. I’m studying. 

   
b. Let’s go out now. It isn’t raining any more.

c.  Mother is cooking some food in the kitchen at present; she always cooks in the 

     morning.


The progressive aspect is used with the present tense to indicate that an action                        is in progress   at  the moment of speaking.



occurs

2.
a. My elder sister is writing another book this year.    



b. They are spending the summer in Europe.  


c. John is trying to improve his work habits.


The progressive aspect is used with the present tense to show that an activity occurs during a period of time at present.

3.
a. Alex is getting married next month.


b. What are you doing tomorrow evening ?

c.  Tom is going to play tennis on Monday afternoon.

The progressive aspect is used with the present tense to express on activity which will take place in the near future.

    4.
a. Carol is forever refusing to do something for others.


b. I am always telling you to comb your hair, but you never do what I say.


The progressive aspect used with the present tense indicates that on activity occurs repeatedly.

    5.
a. I am thinking about this grammar.


b. The children are being very quiet; I wonder what they are up to.


c. She is having a good time.



The progressive aspect used with the present tense in a stative verb (or verb of perception) emphasizes a temporary characteristic or condition.

C. 1.
a. The students have just arrived.


b. We have recently visited Canada.


c. Tom has already started his new job.


The perfective aspect is used with the present tense to indicate that an activity has just been completed.
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     2.
a. They have moved into a new apartment. 


b. I have noticed this trait in many photographers.


c. He has met her several times.


The perfective aspect used with the present tense expresses the idea that something happened before now, at an unspecified time in the past, but the exact time it happened is not important.

    3.
a. I have lived here since 1985.


b. We have known each other for a long time.


c. That box has not been opened for the last twenty years.


The perfective aspect used with the present tense indicates that an activity began in the past and continued right up to and may extend beyond the moment of speaking. (=indicates duration)

    4.
a. I have been living here since 1985


b. Bill has been working at the same store for ten years.


c. We have been trying to solve this problem for hours. 


The perfective and progressive aspects are used with the present tense to indicate activities similar to those in C.3, but the progressive aspect emphasizes the continuous nature of the activities.

D. 1.
a. I will translate it for you.


b. What do you think Sally will  do ?


c. Ann will arrive at about 8 o’clock.


The modal ‘will’ used with the verb in the infinitive form without ‘to’ expresses                 that an activity is planned to happen in the future.

the expectation or intention.

    2. 
a. I will be studying when you come.


b. At this time tomorrow, I will be sitting in class.


c. She will be appearing tomorrow at the Royal Festival Hall.


The modal ‘will’ and the progressive aspect in each finite verb phrase express an activity that will be in progress at a time in the future.


   3.
a. By the next time I see you, I will have graduated.


b. At 9 o’clock next Monday, she will have finished all the exercises.


c. When you come back, he will have already bought the house. 


The modal ‘will’ and the perfective aspect in each finite verb phrase express an activity that will  be completed before another time or event in the future.

   4. 
a. By March 1997, he will have been working for this organization for ten years.


b. I will have been sleeping for two hours by the time he gets home.


c. When Professor Jones retires next month, he will have been teaching for 40 years.


The modal ‘will’, the perfective aspect, and the progressive aspect in each finite verb 




            duration


phrase emphasize the   continuous nature   of an activity that will be in progress before another time or event in the future.
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  E.1.  
a. Tom bought a new sports car three days ago.

         
b. Why didn’t you phone me on Tuesday?

          
c. On 1 February 1968 he introduced  the Industrial Expansion Bill.







    activity



The simple past indicates that an   event       occurred at a  particular time in the past.

     2.   a. He lived in Paris during his last years.


b. Throughout 1990, he assiduously studied physics.


c. His sister worked in this factory for five years.






             an action


The simple past is used to express that    a situation    existed over a period of time in the past. 

 3.  *a. Every week we trekked to the big house.


b. She often heard him grumbling.


c. Actresses were very reluctant to wear tight corsets.


The simple past expresses an activity that took place regularly or repeatedly in the past, but which no longer occurs. (or the simple past is used to describe repeated actions in the past.)

  4.
a. The little boy appeared to be asleep.


b. Ann became increasingly anxious about her husband’s strange behavior.


c. I understood he was married, but apparently he isn’t. 


The simple past is used with stative verbs or verbs of perception to describe states, conditions, thoughts, or feelings in the past.

F.1.
a. At 8 o’clock, Kurt was having breakfast in the canteen.


b. What were you doing at 10 o’clock last night?


c. Last year at this time, she was attending school.  



The progressive aspect used with the past tense indicates that an activity began earlier and was in progress at a certain time in the past.

   2.
a. While I was working in the garden, I hurt my back.


b. I was waiting angrily on Monday morning when I saw Mrs. Miller.


c. I saw Jim in the park. He was sitting on the grass and reading a book.









    
  action


The progressive aspect used with the past tense indicates that an   activity   began earlier and was in progress when another action occurred. (The simple past describes the event which occurred after it.)


* The modals ‘would’ and ‘used to’ can also be used in this situation.

e.g.
a. Every week we would trek to the big house.


b. She would often hear him grumbling.


c. Actresses used to be reluctant to wear tight corsets.
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  3.
a. Her tooth was aching.


b. He was looking ill.


c. Everyone was begging the captain to surrender.


The progressive aspect is used with the past tense to describe repeated actions in the past.

   4.
a. They were going to leave when I arrived.


b. I was just going to cross the road when someone shouted ‘Stop!’.


c. We were going to travel by train, but then we decided to go by car.


The progressive aspect and the past tense in the verb ‘go’ which is followed by                  

an infinitive
a verb in the infinitive form   indicate that the activity was expected to occur but it didn’t occur. 

G.1.
a. When I arrived at the party, Tom had already gone home.


b. In December, they repaired the streets which had cracked during the flood.


c. George didn’t want to come to the cinema with us because he had already seen 

           the film twice.


The perfective aspect used with the past tense indicates that an event    took place          before  another event or (point of) time in the past.

          was completed

   2.
a. The police had been looking for the criminal for two years before they caught him.


b. Ken had been smoking for twenty years when he finally gave it up.


c. He finally came at six o’clock. I had been waiting for him since four-thirty.


The perfective and progressive aspects are used with the past tense to express activities 







      form

similar to those in G.1., but the progressive  aspect   emphasizes the duration or continuous nature of the activities.

   
B. Explain the causes of differences in meaning between the sentences in each of the following pairs.


1.
a.  They lived in this village for four years.

            
b. They have lived in this village for four years.












 occurred


a.  The simple past in the finite verb ‘lived’ indicates that the activity   existed     over a period of time in the past. 


b.
The perfective aspect and the present tense in the finite verb phrase ‘have lived’ indicate that the activity occurred in the past and continued right up to and may extend beyond the moment of speaking. 


2. 
a. Suda wears a new dress every day.


    
b. Suda wore a new dress every day.

a. The simple present in the finite verb ‘wears’ expresses an activity which is a regular habit at present.

b. The simple past in the finite verb ‘wore’ expresses an activity which was a regular habit in the past.
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3.
a.
I was going to tell him about his sister.


    
b. 
I am going to tell him about his sister.

a. The past tense and the progressive aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘was going’ which is followed by the infinitive ‘to tell’ indicate that the activity was expected to occur but it didn’t occur.

b. The precept tense and the progressive aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘am going’ which  is followed by the infinitive ‘to tell’ indicate that the activity will occur in the near future.


4. 
a. 
Malee has been to London twice.


    
b. 
Malee will have been to London twice by August.

a. The present tense and the perfective aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘has been         express the idea that an activity occurred some time before, but the exact time of the activity is not known/important. 

b. The modal ‘will’ and the perfective aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘will have been’ express an activity that will be completed before another (poial of) time in the future.


5. a. 
Who did you talk to before class this afternoon ?


    b. 
Who were you talking to before class this afternoon ?

a. The past tense in the finite verb phrase ‘did talk’ indicates that the event occurred at        a particular time in the past.

b. The past tense and the progressive aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘were talking’ 



                          activity

indicate that the    event      began earlier and was in progress at a certain time in the past.


6. a. 
Mr. Brown has his lunch in the cafeteria.


    b. 
Mr. Brown is having his lunch in the cafeteria.



               present tense

a. The   simple present    in the finite verb ‘has’ expresses an activity which is a regular habit.

b. The present tense and the progressive aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘is having’    express an activity which occurs at the moment of speaking.


7. 
a. 
Mother cooks on the electric stove.


    
b. 
Mother will cook on the electric stove.
a. The present time in the finite verb ‘cooks’ expresses a habitual or everyday activity.

b. The modal ‘will’ and the infinitive without to ‘cook’ in the finite verb phrase ‘will   cook’ express   an activity which is planned  to happen in the future.


 

         
         the expectation or intention.


8. 
a. 
When the clock struck two, I had copied ten pages.


    
b. 
When the clock strikes two, I will have copied ten pages.

a. The perfective aspect used with the past tense in the finite verb phrase ‘had copied’ of the main clause indicates that the activity took place before the activity in the 

adverb clause 



subordinate clause  whose finite verb contains the past tense, and both activities 



took place in the past.
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b. The modal ‘will’ used with the perfective aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘will have copied’ of the main clause indicates that the activity will be completed before another activity whose finite verb contains the present tense and both activities will take place in the future. 


9.
a.
When Kurt received your letter, he answered it right away.

 
    
b. 
When Kurt receives your letter, he answers it right away.

a. The past tense in the finite verb ‘answered’ of the main clause and the past tense in the finite verb ‘received’ of the subordinate clause indicate that the activity was a regular habit in the past.

b. The present tense in the finite verb ‘answers’ of the main clause and the present tense in the finite verb ‘receives’ of the subordinate clause indicate that the activity is a regular habit at present. 

      
10.
a. 
His parents have been married for fifteen years.


    
b. 
His parents had been married for fifteen years when he was born.

a. The present tense and the perfective aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘have been’ express an activity that occurred in the past and continued right up to and may extend beyond the moment of speaking.

b. The past tense and the perfective aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘had been’ in the main clause express an activity which happened before another activity in the subordinate clause whose key verb contains the simple past and both activities happened in the past.

    
11.
a. 
I’ll watch ‘Speed’ at nine o’clock tonight.

  
   
b. 
I’ll be watching ‘Speed’ at nine o’clock tonight.

a. The modal ‘will’ in the finite verb phrase ‘will watch’ expresses an intention or expectation (that will occur in the future).

b. The modal ‘will’ and the progressive aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘ll be watching’ express an activity that will be in progress at a (point of) time in the future.

     
12.
a. 
Henry had already made a long speech when I arrived.

  
   
b.
Henry was making a long speech when I arrived.

a. The past tense and the perfective aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘had made’ in the 

main clause indicate that this activity occurred before the activity in the subordinate clause whose finite verb ‘arrived’ contains the simple past, and both of them occurred in the past.

b. The past tense and the progressive aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘was making’ in the main clause indicate that the activity (began earlier and) was in progress when the activity in the subordinate clause, whose finite verb ‘arrived’ contains the simple past, occurred, and both happened in the past.

    
13.a.
If she eats breakfast, she feels more energetic.


  
b.
If she eats breakfast, she will feel more energetic.


a. The present tense in the finite verbs in both main clause and subordinate clause expresses generalization or an idea that is real and true. The subordinating conjunction ‘if’ here is equivalent to ‘when’ in the main clause.
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(Continued)

b.  The modal ‘will’ in the finite verb phrase ‘will feel’ in the main clause indicates that something will happen in the future if a certain condition in the subordinate clause, whose finite verb ‘eats’ contains the simple present, occurs.

    
14.
a.
If my grandmother saw you in that bathing suit, she would have a heart attack.

    
  
b.
If my grandmother had seen you in that bathing suit, she would have had a heart 

             

attack.
a. The modal ‘would’ in the finite verb phrase ‘would have’ of the main clause and the   past tense in the finite verb ‘saw’ of the subordinate clause show an unreal condition      at present./indicate that the activity doesn’t take place at present.

b. The modal ‘would’ and the perfective aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘would have had’ of the main clause and the past tense and the perfective aspect in the finite verb phrase ‘had seen’ of the subordinate clause indicate that the activity did not take place in the past./show unreal condition in the past.
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