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Exercise 3
Modals

A.  Identify the modal in each of the following sentences by underlining it. Then tell 

what each modal expresses in the blank provided.

 
a.  1. She can speak English very well.



_______ability______

2. Some people can ski better than others.



ability

3. The program can be successful.




possibility

4. You can borrow that pen if you want to.


permission

     5.Jane can go to the party with you.




permission, ability

b.  1.  I could run very fast when I was a schoolgirl.

ability (in the past)

2.  I couldn’t get the ticket yesterday.



ability (in the past)

3.  He could be on his way now.




possibility

4.  The concert could still take place as scheduled.
 ability (in the past), possibility

5.  Could you please turn the light on ?



polite request

6.  They could go to any part of the island they wanted to. 
ability (past), permission past)

c.  1.  It may rain this afternoon.





possibility

2.  The fat in your diet may be reduced by buying low fat milk.
possibility

3.  He may  have believed it if he wanted to.
    

possibility (in the past)

4.  You may sleep on my bed if you are feeling tired.


permission

    

5.  May I have a word with you, please ?



polite request

6.  The students may leave the room at 10:30 a.m.


possibility, permission


 d. 1.  She might have to move to London.



possibility

   2.  I might have left my keys at home.



possibility (past)

3.  It might rain this afternoon.




possibility

4.  She might not hate him if she knew him better.


condition (present)


     5.  She might not have hated him if she had known him better.
condition (past)

e.  1.  I will do my best to help you.




intention

2. We will pay back the money soon.




intention

  3.  She will be here tomorrow.




expectation

  4.  At night, she will be reading her assignment.


expectation

  5.  Will you stay for lunch, Jane ?




polite request


     6.  Will you lock the door when you come in ? 


polite request

f.  1.  I promised that I would  do my best.



intention (past)

   2.  They said it would be fine, but it rained.



expectation (past)

   3.  Miss Parker would be pleased to meet you.


expectation

   4.  I am sure that she would be glad to help you.


expectation

   5.  Would you please come back later ?



polite request


     6.  They would be killed  if the car went over the cliff.

condition (present)


     7.  They would have been killed if the car had gone over the cliff. 
condition (past)

