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Unit Seven

Syntactic Structures (Continued)

Structure of Complementation
Exercise I 
Linking Verb + Subjective Complement


Examine each of the following sentences carefully. Double underline the verbal element and underline the subjective complement. Then, in the blank provided, tell whether the subjective complement is a word, phrase, or clause. Also indicate the type of word and phrase.

1.   The result of the experiment was satisfactory.



Word (adj)

2.   Do whatever seems best.






Word (adj)

3.   The weather has turned cold and windy.



Adjectival phrase

4.   Jane’s trade is writing.





Word(verb/present participle)
5.   Her elder brother is an engineer.





Noun phrase

6.   He became a promising member of the bar.



Noun phrase

7.   His plan is to retire peacefully to Florida.




Infinitival phrase
8.   This project is exceedingly simple.




Adjectival phrase
9.   His explanation sounds reasonable.




Word (adj)

10.  Her hobby is collecting stamps.




Present participial phrase
11.  The night remained dark, gloomy and cold.



Adjectival phrase
12.  The winner is whoever crosses the line first.



Clause (noun clause)
13.  If he shaved his beard, he would look much younger.


Adjectival phrase
14.  This is what he has ordered.





Clause (noun clause)
15.  The phone has been out of order for two days.



Prepositional phrase
Questions
1.  Can the subjective complement in each sentence above be omitted ? Why or why not ?

No, it can’t. The subjective complement helps make the sentence meaningful since it refers to the subject.
2.  How can you tell whether a verb is a linking verb?

A linking verb is the verb “to be” which functions as main verb and other verbs that can be replaced by the linking verb “be” without a major change in structural meaning. 
[Structural meaning = the meaning of the way words are combined into larger structures.]

Exercise 2 
Monotransitive verb + Direct Object

A.  Read each of the following sentences carefully. Then, draw two lines under the 

verbal element and one line under the direct object.
1.   People don’t use this road very often.

2.   They canceled all flights because of fog.

3.   They are building a new ring road round the city.

4.   Ann washed and dried the new blouse.

5.   We have changed the date of the meeting.

6.   Somebody was cleaning the room when I arrived.

7.   The captain ordered that his crew stand on guard.

8.   Does everybody know his new locker combination ?

9.   We have to consider the demand and the supply side of the economic equation.

10.  He had to move because he could not tolerate his roommate’s friend. 

B.  In the space provided below, change sentences 1-5 into passive sentences.

1. The road is not used very often (by people).
2. All flights were cancelled because of fog (by them).
3. A new ring road is being built round the city (by them).
4. The new blouse was washed and dried (by Ann).
5. The date of the meeting has been changed (by us).
Exercise 3
Ditransitive Verb + Indirect Object-Direct Object


A. Study each of the following sentences. Double underline the verbal element and underline the indirect object and direct object. Also specify the type of object by writing IO and DO above each of them. 


1.   The minister granted journalists an interview.
2.   I gave each of the boys an apple.
3.   Jim paid the man in the booth a quarter.
4.   The agent has sold the couple a house.
5.   They will buy their father and mother a present.
6.   My mother taught me this song.
7.   The company may have offered John’s wife a high salary.
8.   Can you tell me who wrote this book?
9.   He asked her if she would drive him home.
10.  She informed her mother-in-law, Elizabeth, that she had not changed her plan.

B.  In the space provided below, change sentences 1-5 into passive sentences.

1.  a. Journalists were granted an interview by the minister.
     b. An interview was granted (to) journalists by the minister.
2.  a. Each of the boys was given an apple by me.
     b.An apple was given (to) each of the boys by me.
3.  a. The man in the booth was paid a quarter by Jim.
     b. A quarter was paid (to) the man in the booth by Jim.
4.  a. The couple has/have been sold a house by the agent.
     b. A house has been sold (to) the couple by the agent.
5.  a. Their father and mother will be bought a present by them.
     b. A present will be bought (for) their father and mother by them.
Question

1.  Why can both the indirect object and the direct object become the subject of the 

    corresponding passive sentence when the ditransitive verb is passivized ?

Both of them can because they don’t have the same reference.


Exercise 4 
Complextransitive Verb+Direct Object-Objective Complement


A. Study each of the following sentences. Double underline the verbal element; then, underline the direct object and the objective complement. Also specify the type of object by writing DO and OC above each of them.

1.   We elected Jimmy President.
2.   They made him a member of the club.

3.   He painted his house yellow.
4.   We have found him dishonest.
5.   They considered his conduct a scandal and a disgrace.
6.   She may cut  her hair short.
7.   We found it a trying and difficult task for beginners.
8.   They might have considered the job finished.
9.   They will appoint you as chairman of the committee.
10.  They will appoint you to be chairman of the committee.
B.  In the space provided below, change sentences 1-10 into passive voice.

1. Jimmy was elected President by us.
2. He was made a member of the club by them.
3. His house was painted yellow by him.
4. He has been found dishonest by us.
5. His conduct was considered a scandal and a disgrace by them.
6. Her hair may be cut short by her.
7. It was found a trying and difficult task for beginners by us.
8. The job might have been considered finished by them.
9. You will be appointed as chairman of the committee by them.
10. You will be appointed to be chairman of the committee by them.
Question

1.  Why can’t the objective complement become the subject of the corresponding passive 

     sentence when the complextransitive verb is passivized ?
It can’t because it [refers to the direct object / has the same reference as the direct object.]


Structure of Subordination

Exercise 4
Preposition as Subordinator


Examine each of the following underlined structures of subordination carefully; then draw a vertical line (/) separating it into two main components: a subordinator and a dependent unit. Also put SUB over the subordinator and D over the dependent unit. In the blank provided, indicate its function.










               Function
1.   He took her to / Edinburgh.






M
       



2.   I ran inside and bounded up / the stairs.





M

3.  The exam began ten minutes behind / schedule.




H

4.   Those singers arrived exactly on / time.





H

5.   The telephone is out of / service.






SC


6.   You look like / a Korean.







SC

7.   They appointed me as / chairman of the committee.



OC


8.   We consider Jane as / an efficient secretary.




OC


9.   Laura looked in the closet and under / the bed.




CN


10.  He walked slowly because of / his bad leg.




M


11.  To / the north are the main gardens.





SC


12.  The muscles below / Peter’s knees were beginning to ache a little.

M


13.  You can put the book either on / the shelf or in  the drawer.


CN


14.  Owing to / the rain, the match was cancelled. 




M


Exercise 5
Subordinating Conjunction as Subordinator


Examine each of the following underlined structures of subordination carefully; then draw a diagonal line (/) separating the two major components: a subordinator and a dependent unit. Also put SUB over the subordinator and D over the dependent unit. In the space provided, identify the type of clause and its function.

1.   When / he stopped, no one said anything.

2.   If / he had had the gun, he would have killed the man.

3.   I couldn’t think of a single thing to say after / he’d replied like that.

4.   Tell him I won’t discuss anything until / I’ve spoken to my wife.

5.   I didn’t know that she had been married, since / she seldom talked about herself.

6.   They arranged things so that / they never met.

7.   Although / he had only entered the contest for fun, he won first prize.

8.   She became aware that / something was burning.

9.   No doubt he will claim that / his car broke down.

10.  Lucy wondered whether / Rita had been happy
11.  I asked her if / I could help her.

12.  That / he had made a mistake was clear.

13.  It is obvious that / they had different cultural perspectives.

14.  Whether / she comes or not is unimportant to me.

	   Type of Clause
	          Function
	   Type of Clause
	        Function

	1. Adverb Clause
	M
	 8. Adverb Clause
	M

	2. Adverb Clause
	M
	 9. Noun Clause
	DO

	3. Adverb Clause
	M
	10. Noun Clause
	DO

	4. Adverb Clause
	M
	11. Noun Clause
	DO

	5. Adverb Clause
	M
	12. Noun Clause
	S

	6. Adverb Clause
	M
	13. Adverb Clause
	M

	7. Adverb Clause
	M
	14. Noun Clause
	S


Structure of Coordination
Exercise 6
Coordinating Conjunction and/or Punctuation Mark as Coordinator .


In each of the following sentences, underline the structure of coordination and circle the coordinator.

1.  He received a pocket calculator and a wool sweater for his birthday.

2.  She spoke angrily  and bitterly about the war.

3.  I looked for my book but couldn’t find it.

4.  I want you or him to do the job.

5.  They apologized but he would not listen.

6.  We consider his conduct a scandal and a disgrace.

7.  Jane went to the local market not the supermarket.
8.  Bob studied hard, but he did poorly on the test.

9.  My home offers me a feeling of security, warmth, and love.
10.  Susan raised her hand, snapped her fingers, and asked a question.
11.  Ms. Hunter has established a record of effective and responsible leadership in  

  government.

12.  The sun was already low in the sky; it would soon be dark.

13.  He is the only one among five brothers and one sister to take up the family business.

14.  The foundation says anyone wishing to become a member of the club or to do volunteer 

       work for the foundation is always welcome. 

15.  For years, she had listened to his complaints; finally, she decided to divorce him.

Exercise 7
Coorelative Conjunction as Coordinator


In each of the following sentences, underline the structure of coordination and circle the coordinator.

1.   Either Mr. Anderson or Ms. Wiggins is going to teach our class today.

2.   She was not only his wife but also his closest confidant.
3.   Both the tall man in the car and the young lady beside him are rich.

4.   The company plans both to find new deposits and to mine them.
5.   I’ll take either chemistry or physics next semester.

6.   Neither the library nor the bookstore has the book I need.

7.   Some countries have both privately-operated and government-operated television systems.

8.   Walking is a natural exercise that requires neither expensive equipment nor special  

 techniques.

9.   In the biological world you are one of two things, either a producer or a consumer.

10.  He donated a great deal of money, either because he is generous or because he is 

      anxious to get his name into the paper.

Exercise 8
Functions of Structures of Coordination


In the blank provided on the left, indicate the function of the underlined structure of coordination by using the following abbreviations.


H    - head



DO   - direct object


M   - modifier



IO     - indirect object


S    - subject



OC   - objective complement


P    - predicate



SUB - subordinator


VB - verbal element


D      - dependent unit


SC - subjective complement


  1.  Jane usually comes to visit her uncle and aunt in summer.
 


  2.  Either his mistakes or his bad luck keeps him poor. 


  3.  That book is neither interesting nor accurate. 



  4.  We discussed some of the social and political problems of the United States.



  5.  Should I see you before or after class ?


  6.  I dislike living in a big city because of air pollution and crime. 


  7.  People either like this place or hate it.


  8.  The object is to make our research readable and comprehensible


  9.  Children began thinking for themselves at an early age, and either rejected or 

     modified their parents’ code of conduct.


 10.  In my spare time, I enjoy reading novels or watching television.


 11.  I see the need to eliminate unfair taxes, to improve the business climate, and 

                   to reduce health care costs.


 12.  Mr. Adams is respected for researching issues and seeking practical solutions.


 13.  The English found oranges grown in Florida juicy and sweet.

 14.  The committee concluded that the management, not the work-force, should 

                    be responsible for the damage.


 15.  The company paid Helen and her husband a large sum of money. 

