Exercise 1
The 5 Principal Syntactic Structures

A. The following groups of words consist of 2 main parts or components. Draw a vertical line to separate them into their main components.


Examples :
a. The  /  speech organs




b. The little girl  /  sings beautifully. 

c.  will answer  /  those difficult questions

d.  in  /  the corner of the room
1.   his brother, / a doctor

2.   four beautiful roses / in the vase
3.   has been speaking slowly / for one hour
4.   seldom / eat in the canteen
5.   Admittedly, / we have too many dogs.
6.   Studying hard / is necessary.
7.   They / live in central London.
8.   All of the students / were industrious.
9.   The shirt that John bought / is not very expensive.
10.  Who / told you that ?
11.  became / the richest woman in that village
12.  challenged / the authority of the court
13.  gave / them a lot of homework
14.  consider / Harry a brilliant student
15.  promise / I’ll clean the windows this afternoon
16.  to / the back of the store
17.  in spite of / the hot weather
18.  because / it was raining
19.  If / we go to New York
20.  after / he returned from a business trip overseas
B. Put the numbers of the groups of words in A. into 4 sets based on the two main components that each consists of; also, indicate the structure that they form.

1.  A head and a modifier : 
1-5
     They form
a structure of modification
2.  A subject and a predicate : 6-10
     They form a structure of predication
3.  A verbal element and a complement :11-15
     They form a structure of complementation

4.  A subordinator and a dependent unit :16-20
     They form a structure of subordination
C.  Examine the following groups of words carefully. Then answer the questions that 

follow.

1.  in the drawer or on the desk

2.  either like this place or hate it
3.  neat, tidy and cheerful
4.  Both the teacher and the student
5.  Tom had studied hard, but he did poorly on the test.
Questions :


1. What is the function of the double-underlined parts in the groups of words above ?

They function as coordinators joining 2 grammatically equivalent units, e.g. the comma (,) functions as coordinator joining the adjectives “neat” and “tidy”, whereas the coordinating conjunction “and” functions as coordinator joining the adjectives “tidy” and “cheerful”.

2.  What are the components in each group of words above ?

They are grammatically equivalent conjoins with a coordinator or coordinators.

3.  What do the components in each group of words above form ?

They form a structure of coordination.
Structure of Modification

Exercise 2
Noun or Noun Phrase as Head

A. In each group of words, draw a diagram or diagrams showing showing the  relationship between the underlined modifier(s) and the head(s) in the structure(s) of modification.
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the underlined modifier(s) and the head(s) in the structure(s) of modification.
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Questions 


1. What types of words can function as prenominal modifiers or modifiers preceding the head nouns or noun phrases ?
  They are adjectives, noun adjuncts*, present participles, past participles, and all types of noun determiners.
[*A noun adjunct is a noun which modifies another noun following it, e.g. “tennis” in 2 is a noun adjunct which modifies the noun “lessons”.]

2.  What types of words, phrases, or clauses can function as postnominal  modifiers or modifiers following the head nouns or noun phrases ?

They are nouns or noun phrases in apposition, infinitives, infinitival phrases, past participles, adverbs, adjectival phrases, present participial phrases, past participial phrases, prepositional phrases, and relative clauses.

B. Examine the following underlined structures of modification with noun or noun phrase as head carefully. Then draw a diagonal line between their two main components, the head and the modifier. Also put H  above  the head and M above the modifier.

1.   He hoped to get an increase / in salary. 
2.   The woman’s / doctor told her to take two / sleeping pills.

3.   That / young lady majors in child / psychology.

4.   He is in charge of the / munitions storehouse.

5.   Her brother,/ the postman, comes home late every / night.

6.   Who ordered three / boiled eggs ?

7.   The temperature / outside is below zero.

8.   The conversation / afterwards went on very smoothly.

9.   The weather / here is mild all year round.

10.  He is staying in a room / on the floor underneath.

11.  The / new calculating instrument was very simple.

12.  It is remarkable that the / little girl has a wish / intense beyond belief.

13.  He appears to be a man / taller than I thought.

14.  The girl,/ young  and beautiful, is the center / of attention.

15.  The  children,/ both boys and girls, received presents.

16.  The little children,/ shouting and laughing, did not hear their mothers calling them.

17.  Elizabeth,/ weakened by great fear, fainted.

18.  The temperature / outside and inside is almost the same.

19.  The relationship / between the two countries will be promoted in the year / to come.

20.  His speech offended many people / present.


Exercise 3
* Restrictive and Non-restrictive Relative Clauses 

A.  In each of the following sentences, underline the noun or noun phrase functioning as head and double-underline its  **modifying relative clause. Then circle the relative pronoun (RP) and identify its function (subject, object, or modifier) in each clause in the space provided.

Function of RP

1.  People who believe in Judaism are called Jews.




s

2.  The policeman who reported the accident was here this morning.

s


3.  They will eat all the mangoes which fall down.




s


4.  He was the best king that ever sat on the throne.




s


5.  This is the picture that caused such a sensation.




s


6.  The girls whom he employs are from Chiengmai.




o


7.  The man who we met yesterday gave us lovely flowers.



o


8.  The first man that we saw on the platform was smiling at us.


o


9.  The car which I hired broke down after 5 kilometers.



o


10.  The novel that Tom bought was very amusing.




o

11.  Have you found the key that you lost ?





o


12.  The film is about a spy whose wife betrays him.




m


13.  The astronaut whose picture appeared in the newspaper is now a hero.

m


14.  What’s the name of the girl whose car you borrowed ?



m



* The subordinate clauses which modify the preceding nouns, noun phrases or pronouns functioning as head are called either relative clauses or adjective clauses.


** The modifying relative clause is the relative clause which functions as modifier in a structure of modification with noun or noun phrase as head.

Questions
1. Is the head or  antecedent of relative clauses above definite or indefinite ? 
It is indefinite.

2. Can the relative clause in each sentence above be omitted ?

    What role do you think it plays ?

No, it can’t. It helps identify the head.
3. What are these relative clauses called ? Also list the relative pronouns that are used.

They are called restrictive relative clauses. 
The relative pronouns that are used are “who”, “whom”, “which”, “that”, “whose”.
4. Determine whether the relative pronoun in each sentence can be omitted ?

It can when it functions as object.
B.  In each of the following sentences, underline the noun or noun phrase functioning 

as head and put brackets around its modifying relative clause. Then circle the relative pronoun (RP) and identify its function (subject, object, or modifier) in each clause in the space provided.

Function of RP

1.   Tom’s father, who is 78, goes swimming every day.



s

2.   Yesterday I met Harry, who works near here now.



s


3.   The 8:15 train, which is usually very punctual, was late today.


s


4.   The house at the end of the street, which has been empty for two 

s


      years, has just been sold.

5.   Peter, whom everyone suspected, turned out to be innocent.


o


6.   She wanted Tom, whom I hadn’t met before, to be her partner.


o


7.   His work, which he disliked, exhausted him.




o


8.   Scotland, which they visited last year, has much fine scenery.


o


9.   I congratulated Mrs. Jones, whose son won first prize.



m


10.  Henry, whose mother is French, speaks that language well.


m


Questions

1. Is the head or antecedent of the relative clauses above definite or indefinite ?
It is definite.
2.  If the relative clause is omitted, is the identity of the head still clear ? If so, what role do you think this type of relative clause plays ?

Yes, it is. 

It gives some additional information concerning the head.
3.  What are these relative clauses called ? Also list the relative pronouns that are used ?

They are called non-restrictive relative clauses.

The relative pronouns that are used are “who”, “whom”, “which”, “whose”. 
4.  Can the relative pronoun in the sentences above be omitted ?

No, it can’t.
5. What other formal characteristics mark off this type of relative clause ?

Commas (or a comma and a full stop) are used to enclose this type of relative clause.
C.  Give general characteristics that help you tell the difference between restrictive 

and non-restrictive relative clauses.


1. The head of a restrictive relative clause is indefinite, whereas the head of a non-restrictive relative clause is definite.

2. The relative pronoun in a restrictive relative clause can be omitted when it functions as direct object, whereas the relative pronoun in a non-restrictive relative clause cannot be omitted.

3. A restrictive relative clause helps identify the head, but a non-restrictive relative clause only adds some more information about the head.

4. The relative pronoun “that” can be used in a restrictive relative clause, but it cannot be used in a non-restrictive relative clause.

5. A restrictive relative clause is not set off by commas (or a comma and a full stop), whereas a non-restrictive relative clause is. 
Exercise 4
Verb or Verb Phrase as Head


A. In each group of words, draw a diagram or diagrams showing the relationship between the underlined modifier(s) and the head(s) in the structure(s) of modification.
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B.  Examine the following underlined structures of modification with verb or verb 

phrase as head carefully. Then draw a diagonal line between the two main components, the head and the modifier.  In the blank provided, write the verb or verb phrase functioning as head and the modifier, and indicate whether the modifier is a word, a phrase, or a clause.

 1. We wonder why this baby never / cries.

 2. Jenny like to go / shopping with her friends on weekends.

 3. John didn’t stay / home yesterday.

 4. Sam always / listens to classical music.

 5. You should walk / this way.

 6. They will arrive / tomorrow morning.

 7. One of the thieves must have been hiding / in the basement.

 8. The students usually profit greatly / from the additional oral practice.

9.  These tourists are wandering around our town / eagerly.

10.  A crowd gathered / to see what had happened.

11.  He lied / to help his career.

12.  I suggest that you read aloud / so that your friends can hear you.

13.  Laura looked  / in the closet and under the bed.

14.  Jane did not come to the party / because she was too busy.








	
	V/VP as Head
	Modifier
	

	1.
	cries
	never
	word

	2. 
	to go
	shopping
	word

	3. 
	didn’t stay
	home
	word

	4. 
	listens to classical music
	always
	word

	5. 
	should walk
	this way
	phrase

	6. 
	will arrive
	tomorrow morning
	phrase

	7. 
	must have been hiding
	in the basement
	phrase

	8. 
	profit greatly
	from the additional oral practice
	phrase

	9. 
	are wandering around our town
	eagerly
	word

	10. 
	gathered
	to see what happened
	phrase

	11. 
	lied
	to help his career
	phrase

	12. 
	read aloud
	so that your friend can hear you
	clause

	13. 
	looked
	in the closet and under the bed
	phrase

	14. 
	did not come to the party
	because she was too busy
	clause


C.  Read the following sentences carefully. Underline the verb or verb phrase  

functioning as head of the modifier which is an adverb and also put parentheses around the modifier. Then answer the question that follows.

1.   Friends visit them (occasionally).

2.   His whole personality has changed (completely).
3.   His activities (eventually) led him into politics.
4.   He (frequently) saw her sitting out on the lawn.
5.   I (never) eat breakfast before 8 o’clock.

6.   I’ll (never) forget what my mother told me.
7.   She (always) arrives half an hour early.
8.   You’re (always) looking for faults.
9.   He (probably) kept your examination papers.
10.  Next year I shall (probably) be looking for a job.
Question

1. What generalization can you make concerning the positions of these adverbs ? 

They can be in the following positions:
1) right before or right after the V/VP they modify. (1-5, 7, 9)

2) between the helping verb and the main verb. (6, 8)

3) between the two helping verbs. (10)

Exercise 5
Adjective as Head


Read the following sentences carefully, then in each sentence, underline the adjective functioning as head and put parentheses around its modifier.

1.   The snow is (blindingly) white.

2.   Luckily, the rain has been (fairly) light.

3.   An (unusually) honest man returned my wallet.

4.   Jim was (quite) polite, but he wasn’t ready (to help me).

5.   Yesterday we spotted a (very) energetic bird building a nest industriously.

6.   Biologists recently made a (medically) useful discovery.

7.   The weather is (freezing) cold today.

8.   Yesterday was a (boiling) hot day.

9.   Her face was (deadly) pale.

10.  He has (bright) blue eyes.

11.  The coffee is (stone) cold.

12.  She bought a piece of (sea) green silk.

13.  The earth is (bone) dry.

14.  I am willing (to try).
15.  They were unable (to help her).
16.  It is easy (to please John).
17.  They felt enthusiastic (about the program).
18.  He was aware (of the danger that faced him).
19.  I was worried (that she’d say no).
20.  He was aware (that he had drunk too much whisky).
Exercise 6
Adverb as Head


Study each of the following sentences carefully. In each sentence, double underline the adverb functioning as head and underline its modifier.

1.   She could finish the exercises very easily.

2.   They walked rather slowly because of the heavy snow.

3.   We worked here happily enough so there’s no need to persuade us.

4.   Interestingly enough, America is now dependent on Africa for 40% of its oil imports.

5.   You cannot reach America that fast.
6.   Liza came here five minutes before.
7.   I know he’ll be in here pretty soon.
8.   The elections are three weeks away.
9.   Many of them remain away from home today.

10.  Those boys are listening to the lecture unnaturally eagerly.
Exercise 7
Prepositional Phrase as Head


Double underline the prepositional phrase which functions as head and underline its modifier in each of the following sentences.

1.  The telephone is completely out of service.
2.  His voice suddenly became slightly off pitch.
3.  Her interruption was almost beyond notice.
4.  Those singers arrived exactly on time.
5.  She stood up obviously in fury.
6.  The case is currently in progress.
7.   Sunee felt as if she was a thousand miles from home.
8.   She turned back and the car was a bit out of control.
9.   The exam began ten minutes behind schedule.
10.  The professor was a bit out of his mind during the lecture yesterday.

Exercise 8
Clause as Head

A. Study each of the following sentences carefully, then underline the sentence modifier.

1.   Admittedly, we have too many dogs.

2.   Certainly, the police will be looking for the lost child.

3.   Regretfully, the committee voted to close down the factory.

4.   Honestly, I don’t think John would join the army.

5.   Seriously, the workers are going to stage another strike.

6.   Confidentially, I hear the chairman is resigning.

7.   Obviously, nobody expected her to be there.

8.   He decided to attend the concert, however.
9.   She married him, unfortunately.
10.  Jim and Henry are angry, understandably.
11.  She rather envies you, actually.
12.  The lost child may be found alive, hopefully.
13.  He thinks, apparently, that he is a genius.

14.  This approach, incidentally, also has the advantage of being cheap.

15.  The young lady married, unfortunately, a rascal.

Questions:
1.  What type of words function as sentence modifier in Exercise 8.A. ?

They are adverbs.
2. In what position(s) can these sentence modifiers occur ?

    They can occur at the beginning, in the middle, or at the end of a sentence.
 
B. Study each sentence carefully, then underline the main clause and put parentheses around its modifier.

1.  (To her amazement,) John moved into that house.

2.  (Without doubt,) Bob will be re-elected.

3.  (In your frank opinion,)  where is the best place to stay ?

4.  (According to the janitor,) Mary sometimes does not leave the office until six.

5.  They arrived, (to our surprise,) after we did.

6.  We suspect, (by the way,) that John will run for the Presidency.
7.  (To drive well,) you must always be alert.
8.  (To make room for his new merchandise,) the owner of the store decided to have a big sale.
9.   I, (to tell the truth), prefer to stay home than go to the party.
10.  He is not my type, (to put it bluntly).
11.  (Speaking candidly), John is dishonest.

12.  (Not knowing anyone in town), he felt very lonely.
13.  (Injured by the explosion), Jim went to the hospital.
14.  (Exhausted by the long drive), the children went to bed early.
Question :

1.  What types of phrases function as sentence modifiers in Exercise 8.B?

They are prepositional phrases, infinitival phrases, present participial phrases, and past participial phrases.

C. Study each of the following sentences carefully, then underline the sentence modifier.

1.  As they live near us, we see them quite often.

2.  Were there time, we would be glad to wait for you.

3.  She will not leave her husband, however cruel he is.
4.  If I see him, I’ll invite him to our party tomorrow.

5.  Though the first paragraph was dull, the rest of the book seemed exciting.

6.  Since she attended school for only two years, it is remarkable that she writes so well.

7.  No matter what he has done, he is still your friend and needs help.

8.  As soon as he stepped into the house, his children rushed over to greet him.

9.  Because the soloist was ill, they canceled the concert.

10.  While I am in this country to study, I also hope to do some sight-seeing.

11.  Whatever you ask for, they serve you ketchup and mustard.

12.  You should see Chiengmai, no matter how short your visit may be.
13.  Our hostess, once everyone had arrived, was full of good humor.

14.  He was, as we remember him, a very honest man.

15.  After the war ended, the long process of reconstruction began. 

Question :

1.  What does each sentence in Exercise 8 C. consist of ?

It consists of the main clause which functions as head and the subordinate clause (or adverb clause) which functions as (sentence) modifier.
Structure of Predication
Exercise 9
Predicate


A. Underline the predicate in each of the following sentences and circle its key verb. Then, write down the finite verb or verb phrase of each predicate and indicate the person and number, tense, modal, aspect, and voice in the appropriate column.

1.   Mr. Adams fails a lot of students.

2.   The boy ran into a shelter.

3.   Do you like Tommy’s motorcycle ?

4.   The Smiths have a new swimming pool
5.   The proposal will be accepted.
6.   The negotiations should have been settled.
7.   Scientists before Newton had stated several hypotheses.
8.   All major points must be mentioned in the lecture.
9.   He, a good athlete, is seeking a new record.
10.  Jane has been waiting here for an hour.
	      Finite verb or

      verb phrase
	Person and    number
	    Tense
	    Modal
	    Aspect
	     Voice

	1.fails

	3rd singular
	present
	-
	-
	active

	2.ran

	3rd singular
	past
	-
	-
	active

	3.do like

	common
	present
	-
	-
	active

	4.have

	common
	present
	-
	-
	active

	5.will be accepted

	3rd singular
	present
	will
	-
	passive

	6.should have been 

settled

	common
	past
	should
	perfective
	passive

	7.had stated

	common
	past
	-
	perfective
	active

	8.must be mentioned

	common
	present
	must
	-
	passive

	9.is seeking

	3rd singular
	present
	-
	progressive
	active

	10.has been waiting

	3rd singular
	present
	-
	perf & prog
	active


B. Underline the predicate(s) in each of the following sentences.

1.   The beauty of the music brought tears to her eyes. 

2.   Have you told her about the reception?

3.   Do not omit any words.

4.   Wasn’t he talking to you ?

5.   An embarrassing situation in one’s life will never be forgotten.
6.   Let’s walk by the river.


7.  The villagers neither grow rice nor plant other kinds of vegetables.

8.   Don’t tell me she is out of paper again.

9.  Laura hoped that she could see the ballet ‘Swan Lake’ on the opening night.


10.  Columbus made the claim that the world was round.

11.  The boss said he was not sure whether his secr. would be able to take leave this summer.  



12.  What you are concerned with does not either interest the whole class or please me at all.

13. Had you listened to me, you wouldn’t be in such trouble now.

14.  The government instructed all banks to reduce the interest rate.

15.  They do not permit visitors to touch the exhibits.



C. Examine each of the sentences in B. Then, indicate its status as affirmative (AF), imperative (IMP), negative (NEG), interrogative (Q), or negative-interrogative (NEG-Q) 

1. AF



6.IMP

11.AF



2.Q



7.AF

12.NEG
3.IMP



8.IMP

13.NEG
4.NEG -Q


9.AF

14.AF
5.  AF                    

10.AF

15.NEG
Exercise 10
Subject and Predicate


Examine the following underlined structures of predication carefully. Then draw a diagonal line between their two major components, subject and predicate. Also put S above the subject and P above the predicate.

1.  She didn’t recognize the man who / had spoken.

2.  In theory anyone who lives or works in the area / may be at risk.
3.  The boy / did not answer but sat gloomily.
4.  Whoever / comes first will obtain the award.
5.  They know that the outside world / is watching them.
6.  From the distance came / the wail of approaching police sirens.
P/S
7.  By the late 1960’s appeared / manufacturers of pocket computers.
P/S

8.  Ploughing in the field are / the four industrious farmers you met yesterday.

P/S

9.  Though he / has lived for years in London, he writes in German.
10.  What he said / was perfectly true.
11.  Whatever she does / will determine the future of her administration.
12.  Religious faith enables men and women / to face the storms of life with hope and

      serenity.
13.  The joy of seeing someone / doesn’t always bring the desire to speak.

14.  Giving a friend encouragement and advice / is the thing one should do.
15.  Mrs. Butler saw Jim and John / stealing into the basement, according to the police.
16.  Last night, I saw her / singing and dancing beautifully at the party.
17.  One of the group began pumping her chest to help her / breathe.
18.  It was the first time she had heard him / speak of his life.
19.  Arriving in America in 1800, Italian immigrants attracted to the area / enjoyed 

      planting  these vegetables for their own tables.
20.  Each year they / welcome applications from young women seeking the thrills and 
      rugged  discipline of a paratrooper’s course.


















