PART 3:

The War of Souls

Chapter 3: “One Shall Fall”

Rei stood before the demon that had once been a part of him. Its existence scared him as well as fuel his desire to live, only to see this creature fall motionless. 

Rei: “C’mon.”

Mykal: “With pleasure.”

Mykal throws a punch at Rei’s chest with his fiery left fist. Rei barely evades and tries to counter with a quick back kick to Mykal’s side. Mykal blocks the attack by grabbing Rei’s leg with his right hand. Mykal then throws Rei through the air. He skids on his back briefly and rolls over to get onto his feet. The landing didn’t seem to hurt, but the failed attack is the only thing that hurt Rei, his confidence at least. Mykal rushes towards Rei preparing another punch. Rei ducks under the flaming hand and uppercuts into Mykal’s jaw. Rei followed through several volleys into Mykal’s chest. Then he thrust his foot into Mykal, knocking him back several feet. Feeling proud of the pounding Mykal just received, Rei held back on his offense. 

Mykal: “You’ll need to do better than that.”

Mykal rose to his proper posture and showed no signs of pain or fatigue.  

Mykal: “I am superior. You can’t harm me at all. I know your limitations, and your weaknesses. Now that I’m done giving you false hope, I shall end your life. But since I know you so well, I’ll give you a choice. Stand down now, and I’ll help you become stronger. With my training, no one shall be stronger than you, except myself of course. Your second option is that I kill you in this pointless, one-sided battle. Choose.”

Rei: “I can’t give up that easily! Serving you for my life would be worse than losing to you now!”

Mykal: “I expected no less.”

Mykal quickly jabbed Rei straight into the chest. There was no time to react, his speed was incredible. The punch was almost impossible to see, but the evidence was shown all over Rei. His eyes were wide from shock. His arms covered his chest in order to protect it from further injury. He was hunched over with a noticeable bulge coming out of his back. The impact had caused his body structure in that area to be shifted out of place. Rei was barely able to continue standing, and somehow continued to do so. Mykal appeared to be bored of looking down upon his foe, and held his up his hand, palm towards Rei. 

Mykal: “You’re finished. But I’ll give you a quick death since I respect you. Are you prepared?”

Rei: ‘This cannot be over yet. I can’t lose just yet. I have to at least weaken him for Lamiko and Bimatsu!’

Rei tries to stand up straight, but cannot. Mykal creates a dark, fire-like orb in front of his open hand. He prepares to fire, but is interrupted abruptly.

SHHHHHHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOMMM! 

A beam of blue energy slams into Mykal, knocking him across the ground as he skids to a stop.

“This man shall not be your next victim!”

In the direction of the attack, the demons were destroyed. Within this large opening stood a small blue creature. Its appearance was familiar, easily distinguishable due to its peculiar shape, a large V. It was the Serekino demon from before.

Mykal: “Serekino! You dare rebel against me?! I shall see to it that your species is extinct for that, starting with you!”

Mykal lobs the soul energy that he concentrated for Rei’s death at Serekino. Serekino merely sidestepped the ball of energy and rushed towards Mykal. Serekino begins swinging his claws rapidly at Mykal, who dodges them but dares not to block. While continuing his onslaught, Serekino yells “What are you waiting for you two?! I’ll buy you time for you to fuse!” The heroes look dumbfounded at the phrase Serekino shouted. Who might he have been talking to? 

Mykal had apparently been waiting patiently for the right time to strike while Serekino continuously thrusts his claws towards Mykal. Then finally he saw the opening he needed, a break between swipes. The next break came almost like clockwork, and Mykal had timed it perfectly. He rammed his fist into Serekino’s gut. The force knocked him back only a few feet, but the impact would have destroyed any other beings skeleton and organs within the area. Serekino proved his strength when he quickly corrected himself from being hunched over, to standing straight, awaiting the next attack.

Serekino: “Lamiko! Bimatsu! Hurry up and do your Soul Fusion!”

Bimatsu: “What the hell are you talking about?!”

Serekino: ‘They must not know of their true power yet. Which means even if they fuse, they won’t stand a chance to a novice Avatar like Mykal. I’ll need to get them more strength, Rei will just have to do.’

Serekino dashed over to were Rei was lying, leaving Mykal with a confused look

Serekino: “I’m sorry for this, but it is for a greater cause!”

Serekino thrusts his hand into Rei, and forcing it to come out of his back. He with drawls and looks upon the dying body.

Jessica shouts “Reibushido!” as she runs over to him. She starts to attack Serekino’s head to no avail. As she hits him, tears pour from her eyes while she screams at Serekino. Meanwhile, Rei’s body finally collapses, and begins to glow as Serekino begins to chant something. Rei floats into the air and shrinks down to the size of a small orb, a soul sphere. Serekino grabs the soul sphere and throws it to Bimatsu. 

Serekino: “Use this to fuse.”

Bimatsu: “What the hell are you talking about?”

Serekino: “Hold the soul sphere between Lamiko and yourself.”

Mykal: “My curiosity as to what you are attempting has ended. As will your lives!”

Mykal launches an attack at Serekino and Jessica, who were in front of Lamiko and Bimatsu. Serekino creates a barrier to stop the beam. The blast was barely held back, and which weakened Serekino. He drops the barrier, unable to hold it any longer. He turns to Jessica as Mykal prepares another soul bomb. 

Serekino: “Jessica, make a shield like you had before. I will contribute what energy I can to it while your friends fuse!”

Jessica nods her head as she wipes the tears from her eyes. She holds out her hands as Mykal fires his next attack. The soul bomb stops short of hitting them as Serekino helps create the barrier.

Serekino: “Are you two going to fuse or what!”

Lamiko: “We told you! We don’t know what the hell you’re talking about!” 

Serekino: “Just hold the soul sphere between you and say Soul Fusion!”

Bimatsu: “Well thanks for finally being clear about it! But why should we do it anyway! You killed Rei!”

Serekino: “If you keep asking questions, he won’t be the only one dead! Do it now!”

The shield had withstood several more hits, which was easily seen on Jessica and Serekino’s faces. Bimatsu and Lamiko stand next to each other, assuming the proposed position. With Rei’s souls sphere between their hands, they prepare to say the words that Serekino said would allow them to fuse, just like the two beings had done to defeat Mykal the last time. 

Bimatsu and Lamiko: “LET’S DO IT!”

