Chapter 5


Rei continued his hurried journey to Reibushido's home. He finally reached the top of the last hill between him and his home. Upon the top, he could easily see the house, at least what was left of it. The area was set ablaze and most of the home had already collapsed. He could also see a large group of people leaving the area.

Rei: "Those must be the ones who did this! I bet they're going to tell the Nobleman about their success. There are too many of them, I can't fight them alone."

Rei waited till the house was void of any eyes of the attackers. Then he moved in to see the remains, and hope there were survivors among the flaming debris. He heard a shift of movement within his vicinity. He quickly began to move whatever he could lift. Each time this maximum amount of weight he could lift was decreased as the fire burned his hands. Yet he felt no pain from it, just the new limitations set by his charred hands. Underneath all of the wood that he moved, Rei found his father, only the top half since the rest was being hidden under more wood.

Rei: "Father!"

Father: "You made it back. Have you found Horoku and Ketsune?"

Rei: "No, I was going to ask you that same question."

Father: "All I know is that they are not here, at least not when I was attacked. Reibushido took them away so they wont be harmed should she fail in stopping the nobleman."

Rei: "You knew that Reibushido is a woman?"

Father: "Only when she came here earlier wearing her armor and asking where the kids were."

Rei: "Maybe I should have listened to her, then we could have stopped this."

Father: "Don't worry about it, I'm just glad that all my children are still alive."

Rei: "Lets get you out of here so we can get you away from all of this heat."

Rei tries in vain to lift the wood pinning his father down.

Father: "Don't bother. Even if I was released from here, I would not be able to walk. I would just be a burden to you."

Rei: "You could never be a burden to me."

Father: *coughs* "There is no reason for you to stay here much longer. My time is up, and I'm sure Reibushido needs your help. Go to her, she is also the only one who knows where Ketsune and Horoku are. *Coughs* I'm so proud of the man you've become. I only hope you continue to be the great warrior that you always wanted to be. Goodbye, Son."

Rei's father stops breathing. Which signals to Rei that his attention should be placed elsewhere. He then raced to the mansion of the Nobleman, for a little vengeance. He managed to arrive there in what would seem to be record time, especially since he made a detour to get past the slower moving army that was headed in the same direction. He would have stopped to find out where they were going, but the mind set he had only allowed him to avoid being seen by this group. He quickly marched into the Nobleman's chamber, where the nobleman sat. He was now bright-eyed at what he saw. The man he tried to kill, now stood in his chamber out of breath with burn scars on his hands, torn clothing, and what would appear as lightning flashing behind his eyes. This was then followed by a similar glow beginning to show around his body. It was very faint so the Nobleman thought he was hallucinating.

Rei: "You killed my father! You sent me to my death! And yet you still sit in that chair, pretending to be an honorable person."

Nobleman: "I am those things you speak of, but what do you think you can do about it?"

Rei: "Kill you of course!"

Nobleman: "Then try."

Rei began to dash towards the Nobleman, only to feel a sharp pain in his back. This brought him to his knees. He looked behind him to see three out of the five ninjas that attacked him earlier. One was holding a woman over his shoulder, which must have been Reibushido. Another held in his hands a chain that appeared to be attached to his back. This sight only angered Rei even more. The glow that was around him became much more visible. Then he noticed the sachet on his side began to glow, but with a dark red instead of his golden aura. He reached into the pack and pulled out the glowing orb. This time it didn't hurt his hands since they were numb from the burns on them. Rei didn't know how he knew what to do, almost as if the orb was giving him the instructions. He held the gem in his hands and let it's energy fill him. The tremendous surge threw him into the air, but he never touched the ground. He floated in the air as his golden aura was growing but eventually changed to the same dark red color that was around his sachet. His hair had changed; most of it was sticking up. Some of it changed from its former blonde color to red and black. He then descended to the ground gently and landed on his feet. Upon landing, he opened his eyes showing that they were no longer just green, but now red was mixed in with it. All of the wounds on his body also seemed to be healed, even the severe burns that were on his hands.

Rei: "I think I'll take you up on your challenge Nobleman, but first I have a few ninjas to take care of." He said this with a definite tone of confidence.

Rei walked slowly over to the tree ninjas. The one carrying Reibushido placed her down to the side. Rei could see that she was all right, at least she was still breathing. Rei's anger had increased when he saw the scars and cuts over her body. He turned his attention back to the ninjas who were only a few feet in front of him now. Not truly knowing what he was doing, he held up both of his hands towards the ninjas. Then a tingling could be felt at the palms of his hands. He could see energy collecting at these points. Then it was released. Two large dark red beams shot out of his hands and nearly incinerated the bodies of the ninjas. Their charred carcasses fell to the ground. Rei would have been completely shocked and would take a moment to figure out what had just happened, but he felt another presence force him to continue. Now that the doorway was cleared, he could see that the army he had passed was just arriving at the entrance to the plantation.

Rei: "More guests. I believe you'll want me to welcome them. Especially since they'll be the last thing that stands between you and me. Don't even think about leaving." A smile forms on Rei's face. He waves his hand and a wall of fire forms around the Nobleman's chair. "I'll be back soon."

He walks out into the courtyard where the army had gathered. Rei estimates there to be about seven hundred men.

Rei: "I'd like to welcome you to my Hell. Anyone is allowed entrance, but no one leaves." As this is said, a large wall of black flames form all around the courtyard. Trapping everyone within including Rei, who could only smile.

The Nobleman couldn't see anything over the flames surrounding him, but he heard the countless screams coming from the courtyard. He knew Rei was having his way, and he will soon come for him. Soon the screams stopped. He heard footsteps coming towards him. Then the walls of fire began to pull away from around the chair, increasing the amount of space to move in. But as the walls moved, directly ahead of him, there was a figure emerging from the fire. It was Rei; only the fire that had just engulfed him left no mark of being burned. Rei still had a smile across his face as he approached the frightened Nobleman. He grabbed the Nobleman by the neck and lifted him into the air.

Rei: "My father was killed by your fires. You had destroyed two of my homes. Now feel what it is like to be inside the infernos that you caused!"

A black flame formed around the Nobleman as he began to scream. The fire quickly consumed him till Rei was only holding up a small portion of the ash that was left. The Nobleman had been cremated alive. He looked around for any survivors, when he notices one, a frightened servant clutching an orb. It was the orb Rei had gotten from the house. As he walked towards the servant, the person shouts: "Stay away from me demon!" The threat seemed like nothing to him, so he continued his pace. Again the servant shouts: "Don't come near me or you will be cursed to remain this way!" He says this while holding up the gem. Not caring, Rei pushed forward. Then the servant slammed the gem into the ground, causing it to shatter. Rei took this opportunity to attack and made quick work of the servant's body, much like the Nobleman's and the other warriors that stood up to Rei. Like awakening from a dream, Rei shook his head and looked around. He was shocked at the destruction that took place. Wondering what could have caused it, he looked at his hands and noticed the burns were no longer there.

Rei: "Could I have done all this? I remember looking into that orb then becoming overwhelmed, by another, presence? How can that be?"

Not knowing any of these answers, Rei decided to look for Reibushido, but he could not find her. He noticed that it was now dawn, as the sun began to rise and show the battered terrain covered in black ash that used to be the courtyard. He remembered that where he stands is where he last remembered seeing Reibushido. He looked down only to see a pile of ash and a charred body. After seeing this, he began to notice the distinct smell of burning flesh.

Rei: "I remember, all of this. As if I had been the one who caused all of this. But how could I? I don't have that kind of power, do I? The orb! It must be the reason why. But where is it?"

Rei sees the shattered remains of the orb next to a pile of ash.

Rei: "I hope I didn't hurt Reibushido. She knows where Ketsune and Horoku are hiding."

Rei leaves the ruins of the Nobleman's house, still confused as to what happened. He wanders around for several days looking for Reibushido, Ketsune, or Horoku. He found neither and in a burst of rage, he swings his arm through the air. A rip forms. The confused Rei jumps into it, as though something inside of him wanted to go wherever this portal leads.

~Back to the Present~

Reibushido: "And the rest of the time I spent in the demon realm, finding out everything I can about the gem. Which was obviously Mykal Orin's Soul Sphere."

Aminaru: "So you never found the real Reibushido or either of your siblings?"

Reibushido: "No."

Bimatsu: (Trying to get a laugh going.) "So it's ok for me to call you Rei."

Reibushido: "No. I have no right to be called by that name."

Lamiko: "Then why Reibushido?"

Reibushido: "Because my true name had so many killed, as did Rei. But I hope to have Reibushido's legacy continue after her death. Whenever it actually occurred."

Mrs. Melakin: "Regardless of her death, I am glad to hear that you still had human emotions when you were possessed by that demon."

Jessica: (shouting) "Stop calling him a Demon!"

Everyone stares blankly at her as she realizes what she just said.

Jessica: "Sorry, I must be really tired. Good night."

She lies down and closes her eyes.

Mrs. Melakin: "We should all do the same. Your big day is tomorrow. Sleep well everyone."

They all go to sleep. Trying to get whatever rest they can before their big battle tomorrow.

