Chapter 4

The quest proved to be easy as I approached my destination. Night had already fallen, which gave me a perfect cloak to move under as I would infiltrate this place and retrieve what the Nobleman desired. After studying the place for a few minutes, I noticed that there was no security at this place. It was as if it did not harbor anything of value, at least in the eyes of the residents. But even that seemed doubtful, the home was poorly kept. My suspicions were further proven as I entered the home with ease. I had looked around the foyer and I noticed all of the dust resettling after I stepped into the house. The floor seemed to be covered in several years of dust, as if no one has lived in there since that said time. I then began to wander the halls as I continued to wonder if I was sent on a ‘wild goose’ chase. With each step I took, the fear continued to fill my head.

“Could she have been right? Did he actually send me here to die?” 

I said to myself. Regardless of the answer I would find myself with, I decided to finish what I came to do. I searched for what seemed to be hours on end, until I found a small gem in one of the drawers of the main bedroom. The orb was small and colored in a strange pattern of black and red. The only reason I knew of this was because the orb itself was emitting. That was the only reason I was able to find it in the first place. As I entered the room, I felt something draw me to the nightstand next to the bed. Unsure of what I may find, I opened the top drawer just a little bit so that I could peek into the opening I made. That was unnecessary since I saw a blinding light come from within the drawer as soon as I opened it up to see inside. The light ironically dimmed to a dark reddish glow when I opened the drawer further. The light coming from the small gem made it easy to spot among the contents. I grabbed it out of its hiding spot, only to find it glowing brightly again. Not as a white light as I saw before, but as a deep red. Shocked at its coming to life, I quickly placed the orb into my pouch at my side and latched it closed. Though the light was no longer visible, I could feel a burning in my thigh as if the pouch I had contained a fire. I had to remove the pouch from my belt to keep it from burning a hole into my skin. As I held the pouch by the strings that kept it on my belt, I also felt that same heat being released onto my hand. The pain caused by this was tremendous. The pouch almost shot out of my hand as the burning sensation became unbearable. Unfortunately I had no other ideas as to what to do about transporting the gem if the pouch that contained it became uncontrollably hot. So I tore off my sleeve and wrapped it around the scorching pouch. The extra cloth did lessen the heat to a bearable temperature. Now I could leave this deserted house and present the strange orb to the Nobleman. 

As I exited the home, I had forgotten about my original feelings about my mission, namely the ones caused by what the woman had said to me. All of this information quickly rushed into the front of my mind as I began to feel as though I was not alone. I do truly dislike being wrong, but this time I wish I was wrong. That was when several ninja like warriors jumped out of their shadowed hiding spots. They had me instantly surrounded. I knew why they were here, but I needed to know from their mouths.

Rei: “Why are you here?”

One of the ninjas stepped forward to speak.

“To kill you of course! How long did you think you could fool our Nobleman by pretending you were not of the Aethis family!” 

Rei: “What would that have to do with why he wants me dead?”

“Everything you idiot! He has wanted the Aethis family dead for quite some time now! No more questions!”

The five ninjas all run towards me, each readying his weapon. This was quite a predicament that even I was unsure if I would survive. My sword became withdrawn fast enough for me to parry the first attack, but I then had to dodge the next one approaching my back. I rolled to my left only to find another attack quickly nearing my head. This was done by a special blade on a rope, as opposed to the first two attacks being performed by simple swords. I jumped backwards into a flip, landing on my hands and continuing to land on my feet. I barely dodged the blade since only the cloth on my right leg was cut by its razor edges.

‘Three down, two more.’ I thought to myself. But when I looked around, none of my attackers were to be seen.

Rei: “Stealth is obviously your strong suit, but honor is what you lack if that is your only tactic. Besides of course attacking me with four others, instead of one on one.”

“Our tactics keep us alive and allow us to be the most efficient assassins you’ll ever meet, and the last as well!”

That was when another of the blades on a rope came out from the surrounding environment towards me. I easily dodged this one, only to find myself moving into the path of another. I had to continue on my path of movement in order to escape this one. As I landed from my leap away from the first swipe, I began to roll along the ground, allowing another near miss with the blade. Then another ninja jumped out into my field of view in order to surprise me with another swift attack from his sword. I pulled out my sword in defense, but fumbled with it as the opposing blade struck it. This caused me to drop my sword leaving me defenseless.  I looked around for my sword and found it lying in the open, yet my attackers had disappeared into the shadows once again. I knew if I tried to grab it, I would be struck by one of their attacks, waiting to move once I begin to motion towards my only weapon. Then I heard some fighting beginning to occur in the bushes. Soon two of the five ninjas were knocked into my view and rather groggy from their recent defeat. I used this opportune distraction to grab my blade and prepare myself for what attack may follow. But instead, I only heard more fighting continue in the darkness beyond my vision. Then another person emerged from the shadows much like the two ninjas before him, only I quickly noticed that he was not a he. It was the woman from the Nobleman’s house. She was now wearing very familiar armor, and carrying a katana. She got up from the ground and stood next to me with her readied sword.

“Glad to see you’re still alive. But why did you go if I told you not to?” She said without facing me, as we waited for the ninjas next move to show it’s self. “Maybe if you thought Reibushido was telling you, you may have listened.”

Rei: “What are you talking about?”

A voice from the shadows emerges. “Well aren’t we lucky tonight! Not only are we going to kill the last Aethis, but also we get to also finish of Reibushido herself! The Nobleman will be quite pleased with our news!”

Rei: “What do they mean by last Aethis? My family is still alive.”

Woman: “They hope to correct that tonight, that is why you were sent here. They wanted to destroy my home since the Nobleman found out about you and your family living with me since they last tried to kill off your family.”

Rei: “Your home? Your Reibushido!”

Reibushido: “You catch on quick. But it doesn’t matter. You must leave me to fight the assassins. Our home and your family need your assistance now. Go before it’s too late!”

I quickly heeded the words of my mentor, even though I now know that he is actually a she. I was off before the ninjas launched their next attack. As I left the area, I could hear the faint sounds of a great battle being fought. One I knew that must be spectacular to watch. One that only Reibushido could possibly survive from. 

“This time I hoped I was right.” I said to myself as I continued on my path to Reibushido’s home, hoping it was still standing.

