Chapter 3

I was unsure what Reibushido meant by that, but I didn’t have the chance to pursue an answer. He had already walked inside and closed the door behind him. I was left confused with a statement that’s true meaning had eluded me until my first assignment was given to me a few days later. I went to the Nobleman’s home and entered his chamber.

Nobleman: “Welcome, young Rei. Do you understand why I summoned you?”

I replied quickly with “Yes.”

Nobleman: “Good. The mission is quite simple, especially for someone who trained under Reibushido. You must sneak into another plantation without being detected. There you will retrieve a priceless gem from the house.”

I was shocked at the request to steal, but despite my feelings, showing such a reaction may disrespect him. So I stayed quiet and motionless as he finished his overview.

Nobleman: “This gem has been a family heirloom for many generations. It was only recently taken from my possession. I would desire for it to return to me.”

I had to speak up now, something didn’t seem right about his reasons. “I am grateful for your request, but may I ask why I was chosen over someone who would have more skill in stealth than I?”

Nobleman: “By whom may you be referring?”

“I believe Reibushido, or possibly another of your fine warriors may be more qualified to fulfill your tasks requirements.” I responded. I hated to use Reibushido’s name in this situation, but it was the only person I know that works for him.

Nobleman: “They may be more qualified, but you are still untested in my eyes. Reibushido’s trust in you may have been enough for me to trust you enough to accept your offer of service several days before. But, I believe this is a perfect opportunity for me to see what you are capable of for myself.”

Now I could only agree. He wanted this to be a test, but I still doubt his story behind why it needs to be done. I believed it maybe that he wanted this gem since it wasn’t his to begin with, not that it was taken from him. Regardless, I accepted the quest he laid before me. 

Nobleman: “Good, you shall leave tonight, if you up to such a task just after you have arrived here.”

“I am.”

Nobleman: “Now then,” he motions his hand as to women enter the chamber. “Ladies, please show our brave samurai to his room so he may rest before his trip.”

The women approached me and took both of my hands as they lead me outside of the chamber. I was escorted all the way to the room that was said to be mine for my stay. They lead me into the room. One stood outside while the other followed me in. The door was closed behind her.

Woman: “I have grave news to tell you… you shouldn’t go on this mission. The nobleman wants you dead!”

I had said that I knew something wasn’t right with the scenario given to me by the nobleman, but a trap to have me killed! I never thought it would reach that extreme.

Woman: “If you follow through, he will kill you before you return. He knows who you are and will not allow you to live any longer than possible. He mentioned something about making the mistake once already.”

“Why are you telling me this?” I had to ask, it’s not everyday that some random woman decides to care for your safety. 

Woman: “Let’s just say I’ve been watching over you for sometime.” Then there was a knock on the door.

Woman: “That is all the time I have. I must leave you now. Remember what I have said, do not go on this mission.”

“I must go, I cannot back down from this request. Plus, by running, it will provoke him more so to find me and kill me, if that is what he actually desires.”

Woman: “Then I can only promise to look out for you for as long as I can.” She then quickly left the room and closed the door behind her. The whole time she was here, I had forgotten to ask of her name. Now I must survive this test in order to find an answer to my recent question. I decided not to worry about it too much more, and so I went to sleep on the bed provided for me. When I would awake, is when I will leave for this gem and take on any other challenge the nobleman had in store for me. I was determined to succeed, in order to find out that woman’s name.

