Chapter 9

Reibushido’s sword stops mere millimeters before it would pierce the flesh of Lamiko’s neck. Lamiko looks down at the blade and notices how tight of a situation he just fell into.

Reibushido: “Had I a need to kill you, your life would have been over before your second attack.”

Lamiko: “Hey! That wasn’t fair! You kicked me! Besides, shouldn’t a fight last longer than that?”

Reibushido: “How can you learn to fight efficiently and use magic if I were to go easy on you?”

Lamiko: “Properly? You kicked me! I thought there was honor to fighting with swords.”

Reibushido: “If you always fight with honor, you can’t survive a fight in the demon realm. Now, try again.”

Then a tearing noise is heard not far from their spot. This noise sounds like the times in which Jessica and Michael had opened portals between the human and demon realms. They both look in the direction of the noise and see the rip between the worlds form and become larger.

Lamiko: “Guess my training session is over. Let’s just hope they aren’t looking for a fight as a welcoming.”

Reibushido: “Anything strong enough to make a rip through the worlds is most likely not on our side.”

The hole has now opened wide enough for whatever was on the other side to pass through. The being steps into the forest with Reibushido and Lamiko. He appears to be somewhat human shaped but his most distinctive feature was his head. His head was strangely shaped in that it was pointed at the tip. From his chin, his face moves up in a wide V pattern. At the sides of its face are large spikes that jut out for at least a foot. Above these spikes was another pair that is much steeper than the ones on the sides. Then a large central spike came straight up out of the back of its head. The face of this being was very flat. His eyes were in the lower central area of his face. They were shaped like pointed ovals and glowed with a dark hue. There was even a small, Y shaped symbol in the middle of his head. This seemed to glow with the same black hue that was in the creature’s eyes.

Reibushido: “It’s a Serekino, a demon thought to not exist anymore. There was an extermination mission held in the demon realm to eradicate all of them.”

Lamiko: “Well, they apparently missed one. Let’s correct that.”

Lamiko rushes up to the demon and strikes down on his head. The sword stops upon touching the creature’s skin. Lamiko pulls his sword away to see what damage he may have caused. He is shocked to see that not even an indent was left on the skull of the creature. The being charges a dark magic ball and forces it to explode in front of them. The blast knocks Lamiko back into a tree next to Reibushido, and then lands on his head. 

Reibushido: “You can’t attack a Serekino demon’s head! It is the strongest part of its body. A Serekino can use its skull as a shield for almost any attack.”

Lamiko: “Why couldn’t you tell me before I got creamed?”

Reibushido: “I would have if you didn’t rush him. Never rush an aware opponent when you know no advantages.”

Lamiko: “Your rules are just as dishonorable as your fighting.”

Reibushido: “I did not survive the centuries by honorably fighting demons, which would be foolish.”

The Serekino looks agitated and launches another magic attack at the pair. Lamiko sees the attack from his up side down position, but is unable to get to his feet in time. Reibushido dodges the blast just in time. The bomb had hit Lamiko and exploded, but with a lot less impact than what was originally thought it would be. Lamiko had braced for this attack but was still hit pretty hard for such a small attack. He had gained several obviously sore spots on him.

Lamiko: “Wow. That was pretty strong, guess you’ll have to fight on your own for this.”

Lamiko falls unconscious.

Reibushido: “Unfortunately, I cannot win this battle without some help.” He picks up Lamiko. “And since you can’t aid me, we must retreat to fight later.”

Reibushido begins to run through the forest. Trying to lose his pursuer, Reibushido begins to leap from tree branch to tree branch. The Serekino was able to easily able to follow this movement since he wasn’t hindered by extra weight like Reibushido was. The Serekino begins to lob small energy balls at his prey. Reibushido begins to appear tired. He finally meets up with Bimatsu and Jessica who just finished sparring a second time.

Bimatsu: “Hey! There’s Lamiko, what happened?”

Reibushido: “There is no time, have you learned your triggers?”

Reibushido places Lamiko down near a tree.

Jessica: “Yeah, and whipped Bimatsu in no time easy!”

Bimatsu: “We didn’t even finish the fight! We stopped when I saw Reibushido and Lamiko!”

Jessica: “Just admit that I’m the winner and we’d be better off.”

Reibushido: “Stop bickering and get ready… our pursuer should arrive any moment.”

The three of them look around wearily, awaiting the threat that has even Reibushido spooked. Lamiko starts to get up and spots the demon as it leaps from the trees. It lands and quickly darts towards the group who is now aware of its presence. Both Bimatsu and Reibushido fire their magic at the creature only to see it be deflected by the demon’s head. The Serekino continues its charge and prepares to strike the group with its right hand by enlarging the four claws. Before the demon made contact, Jessica made her shield, which the Serekino bounced off of. Enraged by this barricade now in its way, the creature rushes at the shield and viciously attacks it. Each strike seemed to have no affect on the strength of Jessica’s barrier, but the strain was becoming more so prevalent in her face. Aminaru appears over the hill, she spots the gang but didn’t notice the demon attacking them on the other side of her perspective. 

Aminaru: “Hey guys! We found some information on Myk…”

Then she noticed the large irregularly shaped head of the creature, now facing her. The Serekino begins to dash towards Aminaru. Lamiko, now on his feet, notices the incident that is occurring. He also begins to run towards Aminaru, hoping he’ll arrive before that creature can. The demon stops running and instead charges a ball of magic between its claws. The magic ball is released at Aminaru, but Lamiko leaps to intercept the projectile. He succeeds in this attempt and much more. The magic was about to collide with Lamiko but then a surge of electricity shot out of his body and created a smaller version of Jessica’s barrier. It was large enough so that the magic ball didn’t harm either of its potential victims. The Serekino was furious and unleashed a horribly loud scream. Then it slashed the air and jumped through the portal it just created. The hole sealed up, and the threat was now over.

