VIDEO  FORMATS

Basically there are 3 video formats ; PAL (common in Europe and Australia), NTSC (common in the US & Canada) & SECAM .

SECAM  used to have two basic versions in the ‘80s ; the Middle East SECAM  (MESECAM), used by most Eastern European countries and the Western SECAM, also known as the ‘French SECAM’.

The Western SECAM has survived to our days, but is only used in France.

That leaves us with two basic formats, PAL & NTSC. Modern videos can play both formats (though not all can record on both formats), but older ones can only play one of them. A look at your VCR’s manual will clear up any doubts you may have regarding the functioning system of your machine.

By the way, you might be interested in paying a visit to www.videoconversions.com to find out what the real differences between PAL & NTSC are.

It is common, however, in trades that one trader is located e.g. in the States and his partner in Europe. Thus, one of them (or both) will have to find a way to convert their material’s format to the other system.

I have researched this matter and it looks like the coversion can only be succeeded through a convertor, not with just 2 videos.  Should you have any information on this issue, I’d be glad to hear from you.

PAL speeds

Another issue regarding PAL, is that it has two speeds ; SP (Standard Play) & LP (Long Play).

SP is the normal speed, meaning that if you record action on a 3 hr. tape using SP, then the tape will be full after 3 hrs.

However, if you fill a 3 hr. tape recording in LP, then you’ll have 6 hrs. of action.

Be cautious, though, because using LP ends up in partial loss of quality, which maybe disastrous in long terms.

If you have material in LP and want to convert it to SP (but always in PAL), just make sure that the playing video does have the LP option and that the recording video is selected to record in SP.

NTSC speeds

NTSC used to have 3 different speeds ; SP, LP & EP. In our days most NTSC videos only have SP and EP. 

The difference between SP and EP is identical to the one between PAL’s SP and LP – only here, EP triples the time used for filling the tape (compared to SP), while PAL’s LP justdoubles it compared to SP.

SUPER VHS  VIDEOS & TAPES

All the above refer to the usual VHS technology.

One can easily understand that ‘super’ VHS technology is an advanced VHS one.

When connecting two VHS videos and make a copy the quality of the copy tape is reduced than the quality of the original tape by 5-20 %.

Using a super-VHS video as target (recording) video and a super-VHS tape as the target tape, results in no quality be lost, at all.

Keep in mind, though, that just a S-VHS video or just a S-VHS tape cannot produce any special results. They have to be combined.
MESECAM MATERIAL IS B/W ON VIDEO

A problem I have faced recently regards ‘80s tapes recorded in MESECAM – they now appear b/w on modern videos, while are coloured alright on my old video !

The solution I have found on this issue is to turn the appropriate TV (“TV”, not “video”) selection from PAL to SECAM. 

But on TVs that do not have such a selection, I’m still searching for a way to overcome this difficulty …

