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MEDINA TEMPLE # 19, NYC 
Helping others help themselves!
Written by Noble Ezra Nanton

On Sunday, August 10, 2003, Illustrious Potentate C. Anthony Braswell and the officers and nobles of Medina Temple # 19, New York City, NY gathered at The Open Door, a homeless shelter, to donate articles collected during its 1st Annual Clothing Drive.  The Open Door, located across the street from New York’s famed Port Authority Bus Terminal, provides clothing, meals, and shelter to the homeless population in the Times Square area.  As many may or may not know, Times Square has long been known to be a place that picks up the pieces of those with “shattered dreams” of the “big-time city life”.  Therefore, the shelter services everyone from runaways to released mental patients.
The drive, which was coordinated by High Priest and Prophet Ezra Nanton, was very successful as the Temple donated 10 large bags of clothing to the hundreds of men, women, and teens who visit the shelter on a daily basis.  The clothing included shoes, suits, dresses, and other articles that residents could use to wear on interviews to obtain employment or housing that the center works to set up for them.
The residents were very thankful and happy to see that Ill. Potentate Braswell thought about the less fortunate when deciding on another one of his many community service projects.  In the words of one of the homeless residents at the shelter, “my father was a Mason – that’s what they do.”  She was given the address of the temple and told to “stop by” to get information about other services that the Prince Hall family provides in New York City and its communities.
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(Pictured from R-L:  High Priest and Prophet Ezra Nanton, Ill. Potentate C. Anthony Braswell, Employees from The Open Door, Chief Rabban Clarence Brown.)
