Standards-Based Unit Planning Template

Part 1: Unit Planning Template 

Teacher(s)
_Kelly Norman, Courtney Spencer, Maggie Edelen, Anne Bielefeld, Scott
 Whitenack, Jennifer Romine_
Subject(s)/Course(s):__Social Studies___ Grade/Level:  __5th grade__

Unit Topic/Focus: 
__Explorers________________________________

Integration with other content areas (if applicable)_Art, Language Arts
Estimated time for implementation:_2 weeks____________________

Connections to previous/future learning: __Basic Geography ______
Standards (see Combined Curriculum Documents and others):

	Academic Expectations
	Program of Studies
	Core Content for Assessment

	2.20 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to develop historical perspective. 


	SS-5-H-5 Students will examine the historical contributions of

individuals and groups.


	SS-05-5.2.5 Students will describe significant historical events in each of the broad historical periods and eras in U.S. history (Land and People before Columbus, Age of Exploration, Colonization, War for Independence, the Young Republic, Westward Expansion, Industrial Era, Twentieth Century). DOK 2



Other Standards (e.g., national, district, English language proficiency, Kentucky World Languages Framework, technology, Kentucky Occupation al Skill Standards, etc.):

	The National Standards For Arts Education:

Visual Arts (5-8)

Standard 1: Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes

Visual Arts (5-8)

Standard 4: Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures

Other National Standards:

Geography II (3-5)

Standard 1: Understands the characteristics and uses of maps, globes, and other geographic tools and technologies




Unit Organizer:

A statement or question that:

· Focuses on realistic issues or problems
· Communicates the content standards in a way that engages students
· Connects learning to prior knowledge, experiences, skills, beliefs, and customs
	Who were significant explorers and how are they important to history?
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Essential Questions (3-5 questions that guide lesson planning/focus):

Each question reflects 

· Selected content standards
· Connection of learning with living

· Thinking, Problem-Solving, Application of Learning

· Engaging, Student-Centered Instruction
	1. How did explorers decide which route to take on their journeys?

2. How did the explorers’ discoveries impact the world?

3. What challenges did the explorers experience and what did they accomplish despite  

     those challenges?




Connections to Literacy: Literacy includes, reading, writing, and the creative and analytical acts involved in producing and comprehending text.
	.
1. Implementation of the text 100 Things You Should know About Explorers
2. Writing 3-4 reflective and creative entries into a daily journal

3. In-character presentations (role play) by each pair of students 




Connections to Career/Workplace: These are the skills necessary for a successful transition to postsecondary education or work and a desire for life-long learning in a global society.
	Not Applicable
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Culminating Activity/Assessment:

A product or performance that

· Allows learner to demonstrate their knowledge of targeted content standards through a variety of formats (Universal Design).

· Offers choice to meet learners differentiated needs.

· Directs the development of instructional strategies and activities.

· Includes scoring guide/rubric to inform learners of expectations.
	Day 1:

· Introduce explorers (Who were they? What did they do?)

· Probe students’ previous knowledge through questioning (i.e. “Has anyone ever heard about…?”)

· Read a few sections from 100 Things You Should Know About Explorers and discuss with students

· Give students an overview of what they will be doing for the next few weeks 

Day 2:

· Provide in-depth information about the project

· Give students an outline of activities accompanied by a rubric

· Assign partners (pre-selected)

· Provide examples of “A” project work (i.e. the map and a journal entry)

   Day 3:

· Allow students to research several explorers (in computer lab if possible) and choose which one they would like to focus on

· Collect all students’ choices and make sure no explorer is duplicated

   Day 4:

· Provide time for research with partners

· See attached rubric for research requirements

Day 5:

· Provide time for research with partners

· Give journal scenario for reflection (see attached list) and allow students to write an entry

· Check each pair’s progress to assess for accuracy

Day 6:

· Provide time for research/ compilation of research into journal entries

· Give a second journal scenario for reflection and allow students to write

· Make sure each pair has a map printed out (that corresponds with their particular explorer)

Day 7: 

· Create maps of journey/explored territory using printed maps and provided materials

· See attached rubric

Day 8:

· Provide more time for map creation if needed

· Give third journal scenario for reflection and allow students to write

Day 9:

· Give students time to organize their presentation with their partner
Day 10:

· Partner presentations

· See attached rubric

   Day 11:

· Partner presentations

See the following attached documents: 

· Student outline for overview

· List of explorers

· Pre-written scenarios

· 4 rubrics (Collaborative Work Skills, Historical Role Play, Letter Writing, and Creating a Map)
Strategies

Peer Lessons (#53): The entire responsibility for teaching fellow students is placed on 

            class members. Students will demonstrate peer teaching through role playing 

            and the use of visual aids.

Acting Out (#31):  Students act out concepts and walk through procedures to get

           clear verbal and visual explanations.



Resources/Technology:

Resources to be used that support teaching and learning within the unit of study. Resources should include multiple means to access curriculum (i.e., audio, visual, multi-media, technology).
	North, Dan, 100 Things You Should Know About Explorers. Barnes and Noble

          Books, NY, 2005. 

www.artsedge.kennedy-center.org/content/2365 retrieved February 8, 2006. 

World Book: Columbus and Other New World Explorers  www.2.worldbook.com/Features/Features.asp
Silberman, Mel. Active Learning; 101 Strategies to Teach Any Subject, Allyn & Bacon, 

         1996.

Liberty of Congress: Discovery and Exploration memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/dsxphone.html
National Geographic Map Machine plasma.Nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/Index.html

Rubistar.com




Part II: Click here for lesson plan template
