   Explorers

Student Outline

   Overview


The purpose of this project is for you to put yourselves in the shoes of the explorers, as they have played a significant role in shaping the world as we know it today.

You and a partner will be given a list of explorers. You will do some brief research on a few of them and choose one to focus on for the next two weeks. Through your research you will uncover some important facts about your explorer as well as any interesting information. Instead of writing a report, you will record these findings in a journal. Next, you will find and create a map of the territory you explored with provided materials. Lastly, you and your partner will dress up as your explorers and tell the class about your journey. 






Journal Entries

Your journal is to be written in first person point-of-view (See sample below). You may be as creative as you wish when writing your journal entries. You must include relevant information (such as dates), but you may also create possible scenarios/events that take place on your trip. Remember you are the explorer. 

What do you think may have happened? What difficulties did you face? How did you feel when traveling into unknown territory? How did you feel when you found land? Were you ever discouraged? What was the weather like? How did you eat/manage to get food? How did you map out your quest? Why did you want to leave? 


Some of this information is factual and can be found when doing your research. However, if it cannot be found you may write realistic reflections to the above questions. Feel free to include any other information you find important. 


You will be given class time to complete your journal entries. It may be best to gather all of your information before compiling it into a journal. Throughout the next two weeks you may be given an ‘unfortunate’ scenario for which you must reflect upon in your journal entries.

Sample:

Tuesday

 It is mid March. I keep waking up during the night. It is only our third day sailing and I am already fatigued. I’m so glad to be leaving, but at the same time I am really scared. Anna seems to be excited, she loves the ocean. However, the wind has been blowing awfully hard lately and I am afraid a storm might be brewing. Luckily we have Thomas, he’ll be sure to head up the masts if anything looks dangerous. We brought along lots of bread, but unfortunately two barrels of nuts and berries have fallen overboard. Hopefully we will find a place to rest within the next month.
   Map


You will find a map of the territory your explorer explored/discovered during your research. Then, using play dough and other materials, you and your partner will create a replica (3D topical map) of this territory. Important names of places, bodies of water, and routes should be labeled. 





In-Character Presentations


After gathering your information, writing your journal entries, and creating your map, you and your partner will present your explorer to the rest of the class. Both of you will dress as your explorers (appropriate for the time in history), give the class background information about yourselves (when you lived, why you left your homeland, what territory you explored/discovered), and read an entry from your journal. You will also present your map to show your route. 

Below is an outline to help you stay on task!

Day _____________:

· Choose several explorers that you may be interested in researching
· Use the computer/encyclopedias to find some general information on each
· Choose one explorer that you and your partner agree to research further
· Write down the name of your choice and turn in to the teacher
Day ___________:

· Research your explorer with your partner
· Find the following information (* denotes required information, the rest may or may not be available to you)
· *Where were they from?
· *What year did they set sail?
· *Why did they leave their homeland?
· How was their journey funded? 
· Were people supportive?
Day ____________:

· Continue researching

· How many ships were in the fleet?

· Approximately how many people came with you?

· *What technological instruments were available at the time (i.e. compass,  

                  map, etc.)?

· How long did you travel until reaching land?

· Did you stop at several places or just one?

· *Did you end up settling somewhere (if so, where?) or did you return

                   home?

· Were you successful in your endeavors?

· *What resulted from your exploration?
Day _____________:
· Continue researching the above questions if necessary

· Write in journals

· Show progress to teacher

Day _____________:

· Write in journals

· Print out a map of your explored territory

Day _____________:
· Create maps of journey/explored territory using printed maps and provided materials 

·    Be sure to include

· Your route

· Land you explored/traveled around

· Names of bodies of water/known land masses

· Work on journals if you have time

Day __________:

· Finish maps and journals

Day _________:

· Organize their presentation with your partner
· Decide what you will wear
· Choose a journal entry to read

· Decide who will present each part
· Make sure you have important dates and background information

· Sign up for a day to present with the teachers

Day ________:

· Presentations

Day _________:

· Presentations

Explorers

1. Christopher Columbus

2. Captain James Cook

3. Marco Polo

4. Ferdinand Magellan

5. John Cabot

6. Vasco da Gama

7. Jacques Cartier

8. Henry Hudson

9. Sir Francis Drake

10. Leif Erickson

11. Richard Byrd

12. William Clark

13. Meriwether Lewis

14. Robert Peary

15. Admiral Cheng Ho

16. Roald Amundsen 

17. Amerigo Vespucci

Possible Scenarios

Students are to put themselves in the shoes of the explorers. Give them several of the following scenarios to reflect upon in their journals.  They may be as creative as they wish. This reinforces the ideas of struggle and survival.   

1. One of your smaller boats has gotten off course and it is difficult to communicate. It is foggy and you cannot see its whereabouts. A storm is coming and you are afraid they won’t make it.  

2. You are camping. At night your campsite is invaded by a family of bears. They ransack your community and eat half of your food. 

3. A disease has plagued half of your crew and they are deathly ill. You do not have enough manpower for traveling, so you must grab whoever is healthy enough to work. The weather is hot and sticky and 10 people have severe fevers. 

4. The sky has been cloudy for four straight nights. You rely on the stars to guide your direction. You are uncertain of your whereabouts on the ocean. It is cold and two children are dehydrated. 

5. Two of your boats were unable to keep their course and have hit one another. The damage wasn’t bad, but water is leaking through the bottom of your boat. You have a few extra planks and some nails. However, you must find a tool to hammer them in. There are several metal objects on board and you may have to use one of those. However, it is difficult trying to patch up the hole while the boat is in motion. 

	Collaborative Work Skills : Partner Explorer Presentation


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Contributions 
	Routinely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A definite leader who contributes a lot of effort. 
	Usually provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A strong group member who tries hard! 
	Sometimes provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A satisfactory group member who does what is required. 
	Rarely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. May refuse to participate. 

	Quality of Work 
	Provides work of the highest quality. 
	Provides high quality work. 
	Provides work that occasionally needs to be checked/redone by other group members to ensure quality. 
	Provides work that usually needs to be checked/redone by others to ensure quality. 

	Time-management 
	Routinely uses time well throughout the project to ensure things get done on time. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Usually uses time well throughout the project, but may have procrastinated on one thing. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Tends to procrastinate, but always gets things done by the deadlines. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Rarely gets things done by the deadlines AND group has to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's inadequate time management. 

	Problem-solving 
	Actively looks for and suggests solutions to problems. 
	Refines solutions suggested by others. 
	Does not suggest or refine solutions, but is willing to try out solutions suggested by others. 
	Does not try to solve problems or help others solve problems. Lets others do the work. 

	Attitude 
	Never is publicly critical of the project or the work of others. Always has a positive attitude about the task(s). 
	Rarely is publicly critical of the project or the work of others. Often has a positive attitude about the task(s). 
	Occasionally is publicly critical of the project or the work of other members of the group. Usually has a positive attitude about the task(s). 
	Often is publicly critical of the project or the work of other members of the group. Often has a negative attitude about the task(s). 

	Focus on the task 
	Consistently stays focused on the task and what needs to be done. Very self-directed. 
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done most of the time. Other group members can count on this person. 
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done some of the time. Other group members must sometimes nag, prod, and remind to keep this person on-task. 
	Rarely focuses on the task and what needs to be done. Lets others do the work. 

	Preparedness 
	Brings needed materials to class and is always ready to work. 
	Almost always brings needed materials to class and is ready to work. 
	Almost always brings needed materials but sometimes needs to settle down and get to work 
	Often forgets needed materials or is rarely ready to get to work. 

	Pride 
	Work reflects this student's best efforts. 
	Work reflects a strong effort from this student. 
	Work reflects some effort from this student. 
	Work reflects very little effort on the part of this student. 

	Monitors Group Effectiveness 
	Routinely monitors the effectiveness of the group, and makes suggestions to make it more effective. 
	Routinely monitors the effectiveness of the group and works to make the group more effective. 
	Occasionally monitors the effectiveness of the group and works to make the group more effective. 
	Rarely monitors the effectiveness of the group and does not work to make it more effective. 

	Working with Others 
	Almost always listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others. Tries to keep people working well together. 
	Usually listens to, shares, with, and supports the efforts of others. Does not cause "waves" in the group. 
	Often listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others, but sometimes is not a good team member. 
	Rarely listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others. Often is not a good team player. 


	Historical Role Play : Famous Explorers


	CATEGORY 
	10 
	9-8 
	7-4 
	3-0 

	Historical Accuracy 
	All historical information appeared to be accurate and in chronological order. 
	Almost all historical information appeared to be accurate and in chronological order. 
	Most of the historical information was accurate and in chronological order. 
	Very little of the historical information was accurate and/or in chronological order. 

	Role 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were consistently in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were often in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were sometimes in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were rarely in character. 

	Knowledge Gained 
	Can clearly explain several ways in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters and can clearly explain why. 
	Can clearly explain several ways in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters. 
	Can clearly explain one way in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters. 
	Cannot explain one way in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters. 

	Required Elements 
	Student included more information than was required. 
	Student included all information that was required. 
	Student included most information that was required. 
	Student included less information than was required. 

	Props/Costume 
	Student uses several props (could include costume) that accurately fit the period, show considerable work/creativity and make the presentation better. 
	Student uses 1-2 props that accurately fit the period, and make the presentation better. 
	Student uses 1-2 props which make the presentation better. 
	The student uses no props OR the props chosen detract from the presentation. 


	Letter-Writing : Explorer Journal Entries


	CATEGORY 
	3 
	2 
	2-1 
	1-0 

	Sentences & Paragraphs 
	Sentences and paragraphs are complete, well-constructed and of varied structure. 
	All sentences are complete and well-constructed (no fragments, no run-ons). Paragraphing is generally done well. 
	Most sentences are complete and well-constructed. Paragraphing needs some work. 
	Many sentence fragments or run-on sentences OR paragraphing needs lots of work. 

	Salutation and Closing 
	Salutation and closing have no errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Salutation and closing have 1-2 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Salutation and closing have 3 or more errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Salutation and/or closing are missing. 

	Grammar & spelling (conventions) 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar and/or spelling. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar and/or spelling 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar and/or spelling. 

	Ideas 
	Ideas were expressed in a clear and organized fashion. It was easy to figure out what the journal entry was about. 
	Ideas were expressed in a pretty clear manner, but the organziation could have been better. 
	Ideas were somewhat organized, but were not very clear. It took more than one reading to figure out what the journal entry was about. 
	The journal entry seemed to be a collection of unrelated sentences. It was very difficult to figure out what the journal entry was about. 

	Capitalization and Punctuation 
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 

	Neatness 
	
	Journal entry is neatly hand-written, clean, not wrinkled, and is easy to read with no distracting error corrections. It was done with care. 
	Journal entry is not neatly hand-written. It may have 1-2 distracting error corrections. It was done with some care. 
	Journal entry is poorly hand-written and looks like it had been shoved in a pocket or locker. It may have several distracting error corrections. It looks like it was done in a hurry or stored improperly. 

	Format 
	Complies with all the requirements for the journal entries. 
	Complies with almost all the requirements for the journal entries. 
	Complies with several of the requirements for the journal entries. 
	Complies with less than 75% of the requirements for the journal entries. 

	Content Accuracy 
	The letter contains at least 2-3 accurate facts about the topic and is very creative. 
	The letter contains 2-3 accurate facts about the topic and is somewhat creative. 
	The letter contains 1-2 accurate facts about the topic and is not creative. 
	The letter contains no accurate facts about the topic and is not creative. 


	Building A Structure : Creating a Map


	CATEGORY 
	5 
	4 
	3 
	2-0 

	Information Gathering 
	Accurate information taken from several sources in a systematic manner. 
	Accurate information taken from a couple of sources in a systematic manner. 
	Accurate information taken from a couple of sources but not systematically. 
	Information taken from only one source and/or information not accurate. 

	Map Layout 
	Map is neat with clear features and labeling for all components. 
	Map is neat with clear features and labeling for most components. 
	Map provides clear features and labeling for most components. 
	Map does not show features clearly or is otherwise inadequately labeled. 

	Construction -Materials 
	Appropriate materials were selected and creatively modified in ways that made them even better. 
	Appropriate materials were selected and there was an attempt at creative modification to make them even better. 
	Appropriate materials were selected. 
	Inappropriate materials were selected and contributed to a product that performed poorly. 

	Construction - Care Taken 
	Great care taken in construction process so that the structure is neat, attractive and follows plans accurately. 
	Constuction was careful and accurate for the most part, but 1-2 details could have been refined for a more attractive product. 
	Construction accurately followed the plans, but 3-4 details could have been refined for a more attractive product. 
	Construction appears careless or haphazard. Many details need refinement for a strong or attractive product. 

	Content Knowledge 
	Student is able to explain the map, its parts, and how it relates to the explorer in great detail. 
	Student is able to explain the map, its parts, and how it relates to the explorer with detail. 
	Student is able to explain the map, its parts, and how it relates to the explorer with some detail. 
	Student is able to explain the map, its parts, and how it relates to the explorer with little or no detail. 








