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Chapter 1 

1.  What did the Founders believe “natural rights” meant? Everyone had a right to life, liberty, and property
2.  An agreement to create a government and consent to its laws is known as social compact or social contract
3.  Living with no rules or laws.  State of Nature

Chapter 2 

4.  Citizens who put the common welfare above their own selfish interests Civic Virtue
Chapter 3

5.   What does a constitutional government always include? Limits on the use of power
6.  When is a constitution considered a “higher law”? When obeyed by the people running the government.
Chapter 4

7.  Why was the system of Checks and balances established? To prevent abuse of power

8.  Dividing the government into three branches is known as Separation of Power
9. Who may remove a Congressman from office for high crimes?  President
Chapter 5

10. An example of representation in the English government Parliament
Chapter 7

11. What document is the explanation of the colonists’ revolt against Britain? Declaration of Independence
12. The purpose of government as described in the Declaration of Independence is to Protect the people’s rights
13. According to Declaration of Independence the people can change or abolish the government if 

  A government violates the natural law

Chapter 8 

14. The idea that government gets its authority from the people Popular Sovereignty 
Chapter 10 

15. What did the authors of the Articles of Confederation fear? Too much power to a Central Government
Chapter 11

16. Who was the author of the Virginia Plan, and also known as the “Father of the Constitution”? 

James Madison 

17. Who was not at the Philadelphia Convention? Thomas Jefferson
18. One issue on which most Framers agreed was the need for A stronger national government

Chapter 12

19. Define the Great Compromise: The solution for how many representatives each state should be able to send to Congress.

20. Under the Constitution, all bills for national taxes and government spending must begin with the 

House of Representatives
Chapter 13

21.  What was the major reason the Framers from the northern states agreed to allow the slave trade to continue? They wanted support for the Constitution
Chapter 14

22.  An important difference between the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution is that the Constitution gives Congress the power to act directly upon the people
23. The “necessary and proper” clause of Article 1 has allowed Congress to Carry out the other powers that have  been given to Congress.
Chapter 15 

24.  The requirement in the Constitution that the President’s nominations to the Supreme Court be approved by the Senate is an example of Checks and Balances

25. System the Framers created for choosing the President. Electoral College
Chapter 16 

26.  What was George Mason’s objections to the Constitution? He was concerned about protecting people’s rights. 

27. What was Benjamin Franklin’s opinion of the Constitution? He did not believe that any other group of men could create a better plan of government. 
Chapter 17 

28. People who opposed the Constitution, such as George Mason and Patrick Henry, were known as 

Anti-Federalist 

29. In order to get enough support for the ratification of the Constitution, the Federalist agreed to 

A Bill of Rights
30. The Constitution was ratified by a vote of Special State Convention
Chapter 18 

31.  Final authority, or sovereignty, in the government of the United States is held by the People

32. In which system of government do the people delegate some power to the national government, some to the state governments, and keep some for themselves? Federal System
33.  “This Constitution, and the laws of the United States…shall be the supreme law of the land;…means that State laws may not conflict with Federal laws
Chapter 19

34. People who head the executive branch departments created by the first Congress to assist the President became known as the Cabinet
 35.  The highest court to which an individual can appeal U.S Supreme Court

36. The Bill of Rights is First Ten Amendments to the Constitution
Chapter 20 

37. Why did Framers oppose political parties?  Thought they were selfish
38.  The authority of the federal government to create a Bank of the United States came from? 

Necessary and Proper Clause
39. Political parties came about as a result of Disagreements over the powers of the national government.
