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Introduction:  Reader’s Workshop is an instructional method to build vocabulary development, analysis, and comprehension skills.  In Reader’s Workshop lessons are individualized to allow teachers the ability to focus on each child’s individual strengths and weakness and allow children to read on their individual reading level.  Reader’s workshop consists of three main parts: mini-lessons, independent reading, and a sharing time.  This pathfinder was created for educators, specifically reading teachers, who are interested in learning more about the reading workshop, how it works, and the benefits of using this instructional approach.
Key Terms:  The terms used to search for information included reader’s workshop, reading mini-lessons, independent reading, reading attitudes, reading comprehension, reading instruction, and reading skills. 

Search Strategy:  The search engines used for this pathfinder were Google and Go To.  The meta-search engine Dogpile and the subject directory Yahoo were also used in the search.  The databases used for print materials include ERIC, SIRS, and EBSCO.  The Boolean Operators used were AND and OR, although the exact phrases were used most.

Print Resources:

Franklin, S.  (1994).  A Full-Time Teacher Talks about Her Writer's/Reader's Workshop. 


Writing Notebook: Visions for Learning, 11, (3), 24-26.  This article looks at one 
particular teacher’s use of the language arts workshops and she discusses her views of 
their usefulness in teaching language arts.

Hagerty, P. (1992).  Readers’ Workshop: Real Reading.  Ontario: Scholastic Canada Ltd.  
This book was written for professional development to instruct educators on how 
to 
bring the “real” world of reading into the classroom.  It not only describes the workshop 
process, but gives practical suggestions for implementation, as well as specific examples 
that have been used in classrooms.  
Hewitt, C. (1996).  Improving Low Reading Skills through the Use of Reader's Workshop. Saint 
Xavier University, p. 132-134.  This article looks at the ability to increase reading 
attitudes through the use of Reader’s Workshop.  The results of the data collected showed 
an improvement in decoding and comprehension skills.  Data also showed a considerable 
improvement in students’ attitudes toward reading. 

Jett-Simpson, M.  (1991).  Organizing the Whole Language Reading Class: Readers' Workshop 
and Focused Study Reading Workshop. Journal of the Wisconsin State Reading 
Association, 35, (1), 49-55.  This article discusses the specifics of implementing the 
Reader’s Workshop as a whole language approach to instruction.  It suggests that the 
benefits of the program are that it offers teachers a way to accommodate the instruction 
for individual levels, teaches problem solving, provides for active involvement, and 
meets children at all stages of reading development.

Internet Resources:

Reading Workshop for Fluent Readers

http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/curriculum/english/rdr_wkshop.htm
The Reading Workshop for Fluent Readers website addresses the specifics of a reading workshop, as well as answers many questions that educators might have about the process and implementation of the workshop.
On-line Video Clip of a Reading Workshop
http://www.coe.wayne.edu/wholeschooling/WS/Video/KentReadWkshop.html
This website shows a short video of students in a reading workshop.  It shows the many parts to the reading workshop and allows the viewer to see a classroom busy working on all parts of the workshop. 
Successmaker
http://www.successmaker.com/Courses/c_awc_rw.html
Reader’s Workshop is one of the many courses offered through Successmaker.  Successmaker is an instructional tool allowing students to work individually through the use of technology to improve academic skills and progress at their own pace.
Electronic Reader’s Workshop

http://etc.sccoe.k12.ca.us/i2000/ereader1.html
The Electronic Reader’s Workshop is a website giving an example of lesson plans for the recommended use of Reader’s Workshop in the classroom.  

The Reader’s Workshop
http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/xla/ela15d3.html
This website summarizes the parts of the Reader’s Workshop as well as giving suggested time amounts for each part of the workshop.
Guided Reading Mini-Lessons

http://home.midwest.net/~cazueck/readlessons.htm
Forty-two suggested mini-lessons are listed on this website.  The website includes possible activities and suggested discussion for each mini-lesson.
Juli Kendall’s Reading Workshop Journal

www.middleweb.com/ReadWrkshp/Juliindex.html
This website has downloads that can be used in the classroom, a listserv allowing discussion among educators, and ideas on how to better meet the individual needs of students.

Video:

Teaching Reading K-2 Workshop Video

http://www.learner.org/resources/series175.html
This video series can be purchased and viewed to learn critical topics of teaching reading.  
It was designed to review current research, inform teachers of the knowledge needed to begin a reader’s workshop, discusses challenges and problems that might arise, and gives now strategies on meeting the needs of individual students. (Produced by WGBH Educational Foundation. 2003.)

