MILWAUKEE DEAF BOWLING LEAGUE

RULES & REGULATIONS 2007-2008
Article 1 – Name:

1.1 League shall be named as the Milwaukee Deaf Bowling League.

Article 2 – Objectives:

2.1 The objective shall be develop and encourage the deaf, the hearing-impaired people, and the hearing people who highly motivate in learning how to bond with the deaf cultures in the bowling league games during the bowling season from September to April every year.

2.2 The objective shall be defined as a non-profit league as specified under the Greater Milwaukee Bowling Association, which is affiliated to the United States Bowling Congress (USBC).

2.3 The purpose for those bowlers can be qualified to play in other deaf tournaments by basing on the number of games they played in this bowling league as required.

2.4 All bowling members shall be complied by the rules and regulations of the United States Bowling Congress book every year unless we over-ride the rulebook by following this Milwaukee Deaf Bowling League’s Rules and Regulations every year.

Article 3 – Membership:

3.1 All regular bowlers shall be required to become the outstanding members of the Greater Milwaukee Association of the Deaf (GMAD) in order to playing in the MDBL seasons and hosting their social parties/events at the GMAD’s clubroom during the bowling season.

3.2 All regular bowlers shall be required to become the members of the USBC organization.

3.3 All substitutes shall not be required to be the members of the USBC organization unless the team captains wish to use their averages.

3.4 All bowlers shall be considered as the members of the Milwaukee Deaf Bowling Association (MDBA) unless they must be the members of the GMAD organization.

3.5 Any GMAD member who fells behind the membership dues during the course of the bowling season shall not play unless the settlement must be verbally agreed between the parties.  A disciplinary result shall be based by the bowlers’ decisions, not by the officers; however, a written letter from the GMAD must be presented before making any part of this disciplinary action.
3.6 Any regular bowler who fells behind the weekly fees and/or other kind of related fees during the course of the bowling season shall not play unless the settlement must be verbally agreed between the parties.  A disciplinary result shall be determined by the bowlers’ decisions, not by the officers.
Article 4 – Officers

4.1 The officers of this league shall be consisted of the President, the Vice President, and the Secretary/Treasurer.  They shall have the powers and duties in those rules and regulations, and the USBC’s rulebook.

4.2 All league officers shall be considered as the “bowling committees” of the Greater Milwaukee Association of the Deaf.

Article 5 – Election of Officers:

5.1 At every other year as the odd year, the bowling members shall elect all officers, such as President, Vice President, and Secretary/Treasurer on any Thursday night of April after the 3-game series at the bowling building.

5.2 All votes shall be balloted by the written papers, not by hands.

5.3 League president shall appoint any bowling member to be our nominated chairman at the beginning of the Bi-Annual Election Night.

5.4 League president shall appoint any two bowling members to be our ballot counters at the beginning of the Bi-Annual Election Night.  Clarification:  The nominated chairperson can not appoint them; only the league president can appoint them.
5.5 Every year the Banquet Chairperson shall be elected by the members during the course of the bowling season at either brief or emergency meeting or the Election Night in April if necessary or at the bowling banquet in May or after the bowling season was over, at the Annual Bowling Meeting in June.  Furthermore, any one can be a volunteer and shall be approved by the MDBL members.

Article 6 – Meetings:

6.1 Annual Meeting shall be held at the GMAD’s clubroom on either first or second Friday of June before the upcoming bowling season.

6.2 Continuation of the Annual Meeting may need to be held at the GMAD’s clubroom or the bowling building in either August or September in order to complete the entire course of the previous annual meeting last June.

6.3 Brief meetings or announcements may be held at the bowling building before or after the 3-game series during the bowling nights.

6.4 Any emergency meeting shall be held at the bowling building after the 3-game series during the bowling nights or at the GMAD’s clubroom at any non-bowling date during the bowling season.

Article 7 – Duties of Officers:


Section 7.1 – The President shall…

7.1.1 Preside at all meetings.

7.1.2 Have a strong knowledge of the USBC rulebook annually.

7.1.3 Call any emergency meeting when necessary, such as a brief meeting before or after the 3-game series of the night.

7.1.4 Perform his friendly, skillfully, and professional tactfully manners during his two-year term.

Section 7.2 – The Vice President shall…

7.2.1 Perform all the functions of the President during his absent or request.

Section 7.3 – The Secretary/Treasurer shall…

7.3.1 Keep accurate records of the minutes of reports in proceedings of all meetings to be dated and recorded in book at the property of the GMAD for protection.

7.3.2 Assist the meeting members of all parliamentary procedures correctly and appropriate suggestions for the time between the ceremonial openings and the official closings.

7.3.3 Keep accurate records of the weekly bowling standings, team-and-individual statistical reports of all bowling nights to be dated and recorded in book at the GMAD property for protection.

7.3.4 Have a strong knowledge of the USBC rulebook annually.

7.3.5 Allocate one copy of weekly bowling statistical/standing report to each team captain and other league officers in every bowling week.  Recent Motion:  This line may be aborted duringr this-year’s new experiment on our new MDBL website during one-year trail, see Article 7.4.2.
7.3.6 Control the money belonging to our league fund.

7.3.7 Collect, disburse, and reimburse all kind of money transactions.

7.3.8 Maintain a track of all financial and bowling statistical/standing records in the historical books.

7.3.9 Optionally appoint his people to assist him to complete a project of reorganizing or working on the MDL/MDBL historical books.

7.3.10 Present a current-balancing report at the annual meeting.

7.3.11 Appoint any three bowlers to be his trustees by the end of the year, but before the annual bowling banquet.  Recent Motion:  This line has been aborted by a majority vote of two-third voters, and then this motion was carried (passed), so this MDBL organization can use our MDBA current trustees to audit the league treasurer’s final report.  In that case, the MDBA organization will open this dicussion about whether if they can pass this new ratification.  Otherwise, we will have to go back to an old rule again.
7.3.12 Make a copy of the annual financial report to the league officers before the annual meeting in June.  Clarification:  Every one has this copy during the Annual Bowling Banquet program book; therefore, it is their responsible to review this annual financial report and must bring up this matter to the Annual Meeting in June (few weeks later).  This line may possibly be revised during this year or our next Annual Meeting in June 2008.
Section 7.4 – The Team Captains shall…

7.4.1 Be responsible for controlling their teammate’s misconduct behaviors or violence during the course of the bowling season.

7.4.2 Be responsible to print out the copies of the weekly bowling reports for distributing to his teammates.  Recent motion:  This line may be revised during this year’s new experiment on our new MDBL website for one-year trail, see Article 7.3.5.

7.4.3 Be in-charge of collecting the fees from his teammates, recording their individual fees on the financial envelope, and then, giving it to the league treasurer weekly.  It must be done on the same night, usually before the second game.

7.4.4 Be in-charge of feeding his teammate names and averages into the computer screen weekly.

7.4.5 Be in-charge of recording their team scores on the score book, signing their names on it, and then, giving it to the league secretary weekly.  It must be done on the same night, usually after the completion of the 3-game series.

7.4.6 Be called by the League Officers to attend a special meeting if necessary.

7.4.7 Optionally appoint one of his teammates to do some or all of those above functions for him weekly.

Section 7.5 – The appointed Trustees shall…

7.5.1
Correct and audit all Treasurer’s financial reports before signing their names for approving or accepting the perfectly reports before the date of the bowling banquet.  Clarification:  This line may be aborted because of a recent motion, see Article 7.3.11.
Section 7.6 – The Banquet Chairperson shall…

7.6.1 Be responsible to arrange a date, negotiate with the banquet manager/salesperson, select foods, request for a stage floor, design a flier, make some copies for distributing to the bowling people, their spouses and children, relatives, and friends in few months advance.

7.6.2 Be responsible of all other related necessary duties in few months before the banquet date.

7.6.3 Reserve a date about two or three weeks after both men (and women leagues if applied) will be finished, usually either first or second Friday night of May every year.  Or both leagues may verbally agree the reasonable date.

7.6.4 Based on both leagues (men’s & women’s) if applied: Be responsible in making a list of banquet agenda then must be verbally approved by both league officers.  It will help all league officers to prepare their plans at the banquet. 

Article 8 – Sponsor Fees & Salaried Officers:

8.1 Each of all regular bowlers must pay a $10.00 sponsor fee before the end of October. Amendment: A penalty of $1.00 fine per bowler per month after failing to pay a $10.00 sponsor fee before this deadline.

8.2 The salary for the League Secretary/Treasurer shall be distributed from the sponsor fees only.  

8.3 The salaries for the President and Vice President shall be compensated by the MDBA during the Annual Bowling Banquet.

Article 9 – Oath for New Officers:

9.1 The Oath shall be said as…

“We, the duty elected new officers of the MDBL, hereby solemnly pledge ourselves and promise that during our terms in offices we will perform our duties, as provided by the bylaws, faithfully in the best interests of the organization, to the best of our abilities.”

Article 10 – Winning Points:

10.1 One point for each handicapped game won against your opponent.

10.2 One-half point for each handicapped game tied with your opponent.

10.3 One point for each handicapped series won against your opponent.

10.4 One-half point for each handicapped series tied with your opponent.

Article 11 - Scores:  (The name of article has been changed from “Averages” to “Scores”)
11.1 Handicaps of eighty-five percent will be bases on your 200 bowling average.

11.2 All individual USBC averages shall be finalized or locked at the very last night of the bowling season, not the final second-half standings.

Article 12 – Penalties for Missing Games:

12.1 In the case of not making the bowling night, it is recommended to contact our league officers (telephone, pager, or email system) before the bowling night, so that they can arrange to get the substitutes.  Recent motion: “…one week or twenty-four hours” has been removed from that sentence.
12.2 Penalty of subtracting 10 pins from your bowling average for missing each game.

12.3 Any bowler, who does not show up after three complete frames in the first game, must wait for the next game. 

12.4 Bowling practices during his missing games shall not be permitted.

Article 13 – Pre-bowl Games:

13.1 
In the case of not making in the following week’s night games due to some reasonable 
circumstances, a bowler may be permitted to bowl three games before the following week.  His 
make-up games must be observed by any of league officers.  There will be only one pre-bowl 
series per bowler, only one time per half of the season.

13.2 
All pre-bowl games are not allowed for any of those sweeping nights during the season.

Article 14 – Weekly Bowling Fees:

14.1
Each of all regular bowlers shall be required to pay a full bowling fee per bowling week including each of his missing weeks, regardless to illnesses or injuries except the death.  With understanding if there is no replacement.
14.2  
A bowling-night fee shall be paid at the cost of $16.00 per bowling week.

Article 15 – Substitutes:

15.1
All substitutes shall not be required to be the members of the GMAD organization.

15.2
Any substitute shall be required to become the member of the USBC organization if the team captains may wish to use their averages.

15.3
Each substitute shall be required to pay a $5.00 fee per bowling night.

15.4
If any team captain may wish to use his substitute’s average, then this substitute must pay a membership fee for joining the USBC organization before the first game at any bowling night.

15.5 
Any substituted bowler can be permitted to play in the positional nights except the championship 
games

15.6 
Any regular team can not utilize any substitute’s average in the last two weeks per half.

15.7 
Any substituted bowler may be optionally permitted to play any of those sweeper nights; however, 
this bowler must be required to pay a $5.00 sweeper fee before the first game of each sweeper 
night, unless they must be the members of the GMAD first.
15.8 
All substitute fees shall be allocated to the team prizing pool after offsetting the bowling league 
expenses.

15.9 
All substitutes shall not be qualified for all four-individual-category contests (see Article 18.3).

15.10 Any team that includes substitute(s) shall be qualified for all two-team-category contests.  
Clarification:  Substitutes will not get those team prizes, so those regular absentees will get those 
team prizes as ways of saying thank-you compliments to the substitutes for their efforts in breaking 
the ranks of each category.
15.11 All substitutes shall not be used to score their averages unless they are members of the GMAD.

Article 16 – Sweepers:

16.1
All regular bowlers shall be required to pay a $5.00 sweeper fee in each of all three-sweeper nights, such as Thanksgiving, Christmas and the final week or the Championship week of the season.

16.2
If both men’s & women’s leagues applied to merge: Both men’s league bowlers and women’s league bowlers shall combine all sweeper prizes unless they must be the GMAD members only.

16.3
The $500.00 MDBA Donation shall be broken down into three different sweepers.


A.    $150.00 for the Thanksgiving Sweeper Night.





B.    $200.00 for the Christmas Sweeper Night.





C.    $150.00 for the Spring/Championship Night in the final week of the season.

16.4
The sweeper prizes for the final week of the season shall be allocated at the annual banquet.

16.5
Substitutes may optionally join the Sweeper contests (see Article 15.6).
Article 17 – Fines:

17.1
Any regular bowler shall be assessed (1) penalty fine of 25 cents for performing 20 pins below his average in each game, (2) another penalty fine of 25 cents for performing every 10 pins below the first penalty.

17.2 All fines shall be allocated to the team prizing pool after offsetting the bowling league expenses.

Article 18 – Awards:

18.1
Each of all regular bowlers must play at least 2/3 of seasonal games in order to be qualifying for the candidates of each award, such as the Most Improved Bowler of the Year and/or the Highest Average Bowler of the Year.  Example:  63 games out of 93 seasonal games in 31 weeks.

18.2
Any regular team can win all of those two team-category contests per half of the bowling season but only one per team category.  The names of those two team categories are highest (1) handicapped game and (2) handicapped series.  Any of those substitutes shall be qualified for these team-category contests
18.3
Any individual regular bowler can win all of those four individual-category contests per half of the season but only one per category.  The names of those four individual categories are highest (1) handicapped game, (2) handicapped series, (3) scratched game, and (4) scratched series.

18.4
Each bowler’s handicap (as calculated after his first nine games) will be used for those first nine games to be qualified for the contests of the highest handicapped game and series.  

Example #1: One bowler bowled a 650 scratched series in his second night of the first half, plus his calculated-handicapped pin falls after his first nine games.  
Example #2: One bowler bowled a 255 scratched game in his 2nd game of the first half, plus his handicapped pin falls after his first nine games.  
18.5
All above six-category contests shall be included in the final sweeper on the very last night of the bowling season.

Article 19 – Other Money Transactions:

19.1
All fines, substitute fees and bank interests shall be allocated to the team prizing pool after offsetting the bowling league expenses.

Article 20 – Banquet Fees:

20.1

Subtracting $1.00 from the bowling-night fee shall go to the banquet fee for each regular bowler.  If there is overpayment of the banquet fee, then it will be refunded to each regular bowler.  If any bowler does not want to go to the banquet before the deadline, then his banquet fee shall get a full refund.  Note: Deadline may be flexible by depending on the banquet chairperson’s decision and/or the contract agreement with the restaurant or business manager.

Article 21 – Social Party Hosts:

OLD MOTION:  This whole article has been suspended for one year due to the MDBA’s GLDBA ’07 Hostship during the part of this season.  More than a majority vote of two-third has been tallied and passed on June 9, 2006.  (Robert Rehbeck, Jeff Eastman)
RECENT MOTION:  Again, this whole article has been extensionly suspended for another year.  More than a majority vote of two-third has been tallied and passed on June 8, 2007.  (Wallace Riege, James Muehlbach)
21.1
Each team must be required to host a social party at the GMAD during the bowling season.  For picking any month will be based on a random draw.
21.2
Each team must submit a copy of the social report to the league secretary about one or two weeks after the party.

21.3
Any of each team is not permitted to host the Super Bowl party or the Rose Bowl party.

Article 22 – Vacation Weeks:

22.1
There will be no bowling games during the weeks of Thanksgiving and Christmas.

22.2
Every year, a new proposal shall make a final decision in the Annual Meeting about whether if we should go bowling during or between the holiday weeks including Christmas Day and Happy New Year’s Day.
22.3
There will be no bowling games during the week of the GLDBA Tournament in April every year.

Article 23 – New Businesses:

23.1
Please make a list of new businesses or amendments (for next year) before giving or emailing to our league secretary at any time during the bowling season.  All proposals will be bringing up to the following year at the Annual Meeting in June.
Article 24 – Grievances/Complaints:

24.1
All grievances/complaints shall be referred to the MDBA/MDBL Board of Directors.

24.2
All private talks shall not be allowed during the bowling nights.

24.3 
All private talks must be discussed at the MDBA/MDBL Board of Director’s meetings, which 
shall be called by either of those organizations.

Article 25 – Contacted Officers:


Randolph R. Letkiewicz

League Vice President (2007-2009)

262-251-8623, rletkiewicz@wi.rr.com
Gary G. Schleicher

League Vice President (2007-2009)

262-712-1945, garyschleicher@wi.rr.com
Eric J. Albro


League Secretary-Treasurer (2007-2009)

414-760-3716 (VP), 414-358-1417 (T/V), ealbro@wi.rr.com, ealbro@tmail.com
Respectively Submitted By
Eric J. Albro

Former League Treasurer (1996-1999), Former League President (2001-2004)

May 31, 2004
Revised By Eric J. Albro & Robert C. Rehbeck

January 3, 2005

Revised by Eric J. Albro & David T.R. Letkiewicz

September 15, 2005

Revised by Eric J. Albro & Robert C. Rehbeck

July 20, 2006

Revised by Eric J. Albro

September 26, 2007
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