I could relate to the main character of Slaughterhouse-Five, Billy Pilgram, because I have experiences that are similar to his. Billy was a young man that was a soldier in World War II, experienced time travel and was abducted by a UFO. While I am not any of these things I can relate to them because my grandfather was very similar to Billy. He was also a young soldier in the War. Although he was a paratrooper, not a prisoner, I sometimes wonder if he experienced the fire-bombings of Dresden, or the destruction of any other city. I wondered if he felt like Billy felt at the time, or if he was scared, or lonely in the war, like Billy was. The fact that my grandfather was in the war is not his only similarity with Billy Pilgram. In Slaughterhouse-Five Billy was abducted by a UFO from Tralfamadore. Billy wasn’t afraid of the UFO, because he believed in their existence, and knew them to be true. Like Billy, my grandfather believed in UFOs. If fact, he even wrote a book based on facts to prove that UFOs are not purely science fiction. This connected me with the novel in a way that was stronger than any other part, because although Billy’s story is fiction, the author Kurt Vonnegut probably believed in UFOs as well. 


As a child, some of my favorite shows involved time travel, and the shifting of time. For example, the children in the television show, Dragon Tales travel to the times of dinosaurs and back again. In Phil of the Future, Phil’s family travels into the future and lives there. I always thought that this type of time travel was the best kind there was. You could see things you’ve never seen before and learn about different time periods. The type of time travel Billy does is different than this because he can only travel to different times of his life, not before or after. As I read the novel, I realized that this was in fact the best type of time travel because you would know everything that happened in your life, so you would be prepared for everything. You could go back to visit happy moments, and you would be prepared to accept moments that were not happy, and not well. I wished that I was able to travel in time like Billy does because I would love to know how my life turned out, and it would be sensational to go back to good times in my past. I would hope, however, that my future isn’t as tragedy struck as Billy’s was. I would hope that I am going to love the person I marry, not just marry then for money. Billy stays with his wife his whole life because from his travels in time, he finds out that being with his wife is never unbearable, he just doesn’t enjoy it. Billy seems so apathetic towards life and everything in it. I on the other hand enjoy life, and I can’t understand why someone would want to go through life with no joy. Although when a man sees his fate firsthand, there is no way to stop it, and there is no choice but to accept it. By having the ability to travel through time, Billy becomes the ultimate acceptor of fate. 

An interesting aspect of Slaughterhouse-Five is that after every sentence or paragraph concerning death, Billy uses the phrase “so it goes.” At first I didn’t understand why this phrase was so commonly used; I thought it was just a saying that Billy liked to use every once in a while. But as the novel progressed I began to see a pattern, especially in the parts where Billy was in the war. After any though of death, weather it was describing a dead person, or even discussing the idea of death, Billy would say “so it goes.” In the novel, this saying comes from the Tralfamadorians, who believe that a person is never dead, because the moments of their life live on. I agree with this idea. Even though I can not travel back to exact moments with deceased individuals, I believe that the memory of them lives on, even if their body doesn’t. Granted, if a person dies, I would not say “so it goes,” but I do agree with the idea behind this phrase.


Slaughterhouse-five allowed me to investigate a few things that I would not otherwise wonder about. It allowed me to look into the life of my grandfather and encouraged me to find out more information about his life than I would have previously, and it allowed me to wonder about the concept of time travel that is different than the kind you see on television. It also allowed me to look into the meaning of death, and wonder whether or not it is such a horrible thing. This novel allowed me to investigate new ideas and memories I would not have previously wondered about.
