Personal Response


Slaughterhouse-Five, written by Kurt Vonnegut, takes readers through a whirlwind of scenes.  The book goes through war affairs, family relationships, and the act of traveling to an entirely different world.  In today’s society, the Iraqi War is one of the main topics of everyday life.  The killing of innocent citizens, the bombings, and the new government plans I hear about every day gave me a better understanding of Billy Pilgrim and his adventures through Dresden, Germany.  The detail Vonnegut uses throughout his novel creates imagery of all the brutal activities that he went through during World War II.  This detail helps me relate Dresden to the times we are having in Iraq as we speak. 


In 2003, about a year and a half after the attack on the World Trade Center, President George W. Bush announced that our country was going to war with Iraq.  Within these last five years, there have been thousands of deaths, bombings, and fear in multiple hearts.  When I read Slaughterhouse-Five, I could easily relate to Billy Pilgrim and what he was going through.  I could not relate to actually being in the war, but I could see the terrible acts that were going on because of the war we are going through.  The imagery Vonnegut was using to connect to his readers connected to me rather easily.  His enormous use of detail/imagery helped me see the connection between his experience in Dresden and my experience as an American citizen during the war in Iraq.  Vonnegut’s discussion of Dresden in Slaughterhouse-Five made it much more intriguing to read.  Ever since our country has been involved with the Middle East in an outbreak of war, I have had a much better understanding of what being in a war is like.  This experience for me has made Vonnegut’s novel more relatable for me, and much more enjoyable.  

Throughout the book, Billy Pilgrim, the main character, is going through a time warp.  Multiple times throughout the time warp Billy ends up back in Dresden.  While in Germany, Vonnegut discusses how Billy is so unhappy there and his fellow-troops do not like him.  I hear soldiers in Iraq say things like this all the time.  There are always interviews with soldiers on the news, and there is usually the topic brought up of, “What’s it like in Iraq?”  The soldiers usually respond with how they feel horrible to see the innocent citizens of the Middle East having to go through this when they are the ones not responsible, but they know they have to do it for their country.  This is similar to how Billy feels.  Billy hates being in Dresden and could not believe the painful, torturous deaths he was seeing.  Hearing the viewpoints of the soldiers in Iraq helped me relate to Billy Pilgrim’s situation in Dresden, as well.  I could see what Billy was going through because of what the soldiers have said about their war experiences.  It gave me more sympathy for Billy while he was in Dresden because I know that he is not the only person who has felt this way during war.  Vonnegut’s use of pathos worked on me because of my experiences with the war in Iraq.  

Since the beginning of the war in Iraq, I have heard about the bombings, the deaths, the vicious battles.  Every day there is something that happens over in the Middle East.  In Slaughterhouse-Five, Billy Pilgrim fights in Dresden during World War II.  Vonnegut tells readers about Billy’s experience there and how uncomfortable he felt in Dresden and his troops’ unfriendly attitude towards him.  Hearing soldiers in Iraq talk about their experiences during war helped me visualize Billy Pilgrim’s experiences.  Vonnegut’s excellent use of detail and imagery also made this possible.  My experiences of being a citizen during the war in Iraq made this book much more relatable to Billy’s experiences and more intriguing to read.

~Matt Dowell
