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Fond du Lac, WI
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August Marine of the Month

Gordon Lopes

   [image: image6.jpg]


           [image: image7.jpg]




              


Gordon Lopes was born in New Bedford, Mass. Raised on a dairy farm he was the eldest of 4 boys. Gordon says that for as long as he could remember he had wanted to be a Marine. He joined the Marine Corps on his 17th birthday. 

He wanted to get into Avionics and took a test; he ended up 16th out of a class of 300. Gordon went to Parris Island for recruit training. He graduated from platoon 1019 Nov. 24th 1958. After ITR Gordon was sent to Memphis, TN Aviation school as a Flight Safety Tech.

Gordon was sent to Kaneohe Bay, HI and was assigned to the 1st Marine Brigade and attached to VMF-232 the “Red Devils” Fighter Squadron.

Gordon worked as a construction worker during the day to supplement his meager $62 a month income. He was paid $6.00 hr. (an amount quite unusual at the time.) He was assigned to Pres. Eisenhower’s honor guard when he was in the area visiting.
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Gordon volunteered for Operation Silver Sword and was assigned to VMA-212 the “Devil Cats” with them he spent time in the Philippines and Hong Kong. He then volunteered for the Flying Tigers/Air America. He went to Vietnam with Air America in 1960 as a helicopter Crew Chief.

Afterwards Gordon was with VMF-122 in Beaufort, SC. He later went into the reserves. Stationed with a 155 Howitzer Co. at Fort Rodman. And then later went to Waymeth NAS as Crew Chief in Helos until 1965.

After the reserves he actually joined the Army Natl. Guard for two years and was promoted to E-7.

He went back to the Marine Corps in 1972 as a SSGT in Waymeth. He was seriously injured in a training accident at NAS Atlanta and spent 2 years at Newport Naval Hospital. Even though he had the TIS/TIG to pick up Gunnery Sgt. it never came because he was on medical waiting for a discharge. He spent the next 5 years on the TDRC Temporary Disabled Retired List. Gordon was discharged July 9, 1981 as a SSGT.

After his discharge he went to school and received his degrees in Criminal Justice, Sociology, and a BA in Paralegal. He also spent 3 years in pre-med and 2 years in nursing school.

Gordon spent his civilian time as a police officer from 1966- 1987. His wife Kristen is from Fond du Lac, they have two girls, a son and 6 grandchildren.
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Combat Air Crew Wings
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 Air Medal
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 Combat Action
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 Presidential Unit Citation
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 Good Conduct
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 Selected Marine Corps Reserve
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 National Defense
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 Armed Forces Expeditionary
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 Marine Armed Forces Reserve Medal
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 Marine Corps Reserve
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 RVN Campaign
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 Vietnam Service Medal


A $50 check will be presented to Dan Rost for the time and effort that he has donated to our detachment in cooking at our brat fries and for our cook out at the July meeting.
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Veteran’s Information & Benefits

Subsistence Aid Grants

Veterans and there families may qualify for a grant that provides temporary, emergency financial aid when there is a loss of income because of illness, disability or death.

Applicants must be unable to work and a medical authority must verify incapacitation. Applicants must be unable to meet basic subsistence costs while incapacitated in order to qualify.

Veterans receiving treatment for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) do not have to suffer a loss of income to qualify for the grant.

The grant must be used for essential items such as housing, food, utilities, basic transportation, and health insurance premiums. The grant is limited to a maximum of three-months of subsistence aid within a 12-month period.

Applicants who suffer losses in a fire, flood, tornado or other natural disaster may receive a grant to replace essential items, such as clothing and necessary household items. They do not need to have a loss of income to qualify.

Health Care Aid Grant

Veterans and there families may qualify for a grant to help pay for medical treatment, hospitalization and some dental care if they are unable to pay these costs.

The maximum grant amount is $5,000 per person, per. 12- month period. The health-care provider must accept as full payment the amount of the grant plus any available health insurance and whatever the veteran can pay. The applicant may be directed to apply for benefits from other agencies.

The applicant may receive a grant for past health care if that care was provided within a period starting 90 days before the date WDVA received the application. A Certificate of Entitlement is required for future care.

For any Assistance contact the Detachment Service Officer
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 McCullen-Kimpel Detachment #552

August 4th meeting topics
We want to remind everyone that at our next monthly meeting, August 4th , that we will be having the nomination of officers, the election of those officers will take place at the September 8th breakfast meeting. 

We will also be discussing a potential dues increase due to an increase in the State and National dues.

All About Life would like members from all Veterans Organizations to help for cooking brats for the residents in August, date unknown as of yet.

Interest in attending a local high school football game as a group has been brought up. 
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Marine GySGT    John Basilone 
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       On Oct. 25, 1942, the U.S.'s  six-month struggle to keep a small advantage at Guadalcanal's Henderson Field hardened into a  contest between two exceptional  armies. The Marines at Lunga Ridge had driven off waves of Japanese assaults for two days in  torrential rain and seemingly  bottomless mud. 

        At midnight, hundreds of screamin  troops from Japan's famed Sendai Regiment threw themselves over the barbed wire surrounding the field, forming human bridges for  their comrades to cross. The  exhausted, malaria-ridden U.S. Marines must have been overwhelmed by this night firefight. 

        An experienced machine gunner, Gunnery Sgt. "Manila John" Basilone knew his men and his guns were about to be severely tested. Basilone, who had earned his nickname during an Army stint in the Philippines, realized it would be up to him to keep them fighting and firing. "Basilone was everywhere at once, clearing jams, calming nervous gunners, replacing parts, and repositioning guns … he became the glue that bound Co. C together," wrote Eric Hammel in his article "October on Guadalcanal" ('Leatherneck," October 1992). 

         At dawn, the barefooted, red-eyed Basilone finally rested his head on the edge of a pit. The line had held. The battlefield was strewn with  casualties. At least 38 Japanese dead were credited to Basilone, but  more important, his men credited Basilone with inspiring them and givin  them the will to fight. 

        "Only part of this medal belongs to me," Basilone said of the Medal of  Honor he received. "Pieces of it belong to the boys who are still on Guadalcanal." He believed this so strongly that he turned down the opportunity to have President Franklin D. Roosevelt bestow the medal opting instead to have the ceremony in the field with his unit. With his  self-effacing manner and movie-star good looks, Basilone soon became  the U.S. government's War Bonds celebrity, featured in parades, newsreels, and other media. The Marine Corps offered him a commission and a D.C. desk job, but he declined both. "I ain't no officer, and I ain't no museum piece," Basilone said. "I belong back with my outfit." 

         Basilone left the limelight for Camp Pendleton, Calif., where he met and  married fellow Marine Sgt. Lena Riggi in 1944. By early 1945, he was voluntarily back in the South Pacific. Within hours of landing on Iwo Jima,  where he forcibly got his men up and off the beach, Basilone was killed by an enemy mortar round at age 27. For his heroism there, he was awarded the Navy Cross. He is the only Marine to have won both that award and the Medal of Honor during World War II. 
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McCullen-Kimpel Detachment #552

Letter from the Editors

Well Marines another fine month has passed and yes as usual it was quite busy. I would like to thank Gordon Lopes for the time he gave us for the Marine of the Month interview. He is an amazing man and like every one of you has an extraordinary story to tell. My father and I get a special treat each month when we get sit down and talk to each of you first hand. It is our hope that someday when we are all together for a function or something that these interviews will help spark some conversations amongst our members. We have much in common besides being Marines.

We are also compiling a great history of our members. I would like to urge all of you that have the means to please visit the Detachment Web Page and leave your comments.  

www.geocities.com/mcl552/

We look forward to seeing you all at the upcoming brat fry. I know I’ll be there. So come and enjoy the day and the company, it is always a lot of fun.

James Wathan Jr.

920-926-0372

pimarine@marinecorps.com
James Wathan Sr.

920-923-3647

jwathan@marinecorps.com
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Mission Statement


Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps.





Detachment officers


William Fritz – Commandant


Robert Leitner – Sr. Vice Commandant


Donald Wagner – Jr. Vice Commandant


Daniel McLain – Adjutant


George Ballman – Paymaster


Donald Luby – Judge Advocate


Roger Immel – Chaplin


Ralph Halfman – Sgt. at Arms


James Wathan Jr. – Det. Service Officer





Commandants Corner





I want to take this opportunity thank the color guard for doing the parades in July. I want to remind every one that we have nomination of officers at our Aug. 4th meeting. Also we will be having our outing on Aug 18th at the Timber Rattlers game.


Be looking forward to seeing you at the meeting.





Semper Fi


Bill 


























Semper Fidelis


Bill













































































Semper Fidelis,


Bill





New Recruits





Melvin Hedberg





James Resop



































































































































�


July 7th Meeting, 17 Marines in attendance


















































Gordon in 1960


Ready to fight!





Gordon 2001


1,000 yard stare or too much flash?





�


Mr. Tom Ferris was presented with a plaque, from the McCullen-Kimpel detachment, at the July meeting in recognition for his 40yrs of maintaining the flags at the 2nd ward Memorial and at Lake Side Park. Making the presentation is SgtMaj. Roy Brunet.








�


Mr. Kenneth Bakke was presented with a plaque, from the McCullen-Kimpel detachment, at the July meeting, for his support with donating his time and computers to our spring yard sale. 


His contributions have been an asset to our fund raising programs. Making the presentation for the detachment is CWO John Gibson.








Point of contact for either one of these items is the Detachment Paymaster


GySgt. George Ballman   920-923-0323





Price of the piss-cutter’s are $22.00, Gold EGA is $3.50, and plastic case is $2.00


Baseball hats are $15.00; these are embroidered by one of our own Mr. Gordon Lopes and his wife.





Covers available to members:


The red piss cutter is worn during meetings and other special functions.


The baseball hat is worn during events such as our Brat Fry’s; it is also a great way of showing your pride in the Marine Corps and McCullen-Kimpel Detachment








