The Great Gatsby Essay


In this essay you will be attempting to prove that you are indeed skilled writers and that you have the ability to discuss major themes in a sophisticated novel.  The essay will be 5-7 pages long.  There will be a rough draft that will be partner edited!  The final paper is due on January 20th, 2004.  In all, I have listed 5 essay topics that you may discuss.  You are in no way limited to these topics, thus you may choose to develop your own topic.  After the topics, I have listed some major ideas in the book as well as some important symbols and characters.

ESSAY TOPICS:
1. Trace Gatsby’s obsession.  How did it begin?  Detail each of its outward signs.  How did it lead to a temporary fulfillment?  How does it cause his tragic demise?  Would his life have been different if Daisy was a different type of person?

2. In The Great Gatsby it seems like Nick is the one that grows up the most.  Assuming that Nick Carraway is innocent when he comes to East and West Egg, what does he learn from its inhabitants?  Why is it essential that he remains neutral?  Does he remain neutral until the end?

3. Daisy is the biggest user in the book.  Or is she?  Explain how and why she uses people.  Also, compare her to other users in the book.  What is the difference?

4. Using the theme of illusion vs. reality, compare Jay Gatsby to Nick Carraway.  Why does one chase a dream while the other searches for truth?

5. Find the genesis of The Great Gatsby in earlier short stories: “The Sensible Thing” (1924), “Winter Dreams” (1922), and “Absolution” (1924).

Some of the major symbols:

The green light


The eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckelburg


Gatsby’s downfall/The crash of ‘29


Owl Eyes? (Seeing the truth)


The books in the library

Some of the major themes:

The corruptive power of wealth


Friendship


Usury


The American Dream


Illusion vs. reality

Some of the major characters:

Jay Gatsby


Nick Carraway


Daisy Buchanan


Tom Buchanan


Jordan Baker


Dan Cody


Meyer Wolfshiem


Owl Eyes


Myrtle Wilson


George Wilson


Michaelis


Mr. Gatz

The Great Gatsby Thesis Paper

How to Create an Introductory Paragraph:

Once you have created and refined your thesis (many of you will choose one of the five theses supplied to you on the project sheet) you are then ready to create your introductory paragraph.

Step One:
You must create a grabber or hook.  This opening line of your thesis paper must grab the reader’s attention.  There are many ways to do this.  Some of the most effective grabbers can be a quote, a shocking statement, or a rhetorical question.  Here are examples of each.

Quote:
“They’re a rotten crowd, you’re better than the whole damn bunch of them put together.”

Shocking Statement:
“Gatsby didn’t really love Daisy, he just needed to win her to prove to himself that he was better than Tom Buchanan, the man he thought stole his woman from him.”

Rhetorical Question:

“Why is it that the most honest and decent person in this novel, Nick Carraway, is also the poorest?”

After creating your grabber, insert your thesis as the second line of your essay.

Step Two:
The next stage of your introductory paragraph is your three (3) proofs.  The three proofs must be created in order to prove your thesis.  Each one of these must be an overview of the major points you are going to examine.  Your list of three proofs should be specific, but without any details.

Proof #1:
Gatsby’s obsession begins with his Hop-a-long Cassidy book.

Proof #2:

It continues when he meets Daisy and sees the sidewalk to the place above the trees.

Proof #3:
It is brought to fruition when he gives Daisy the tour of his house.

In the final section of the introductory paragraph, the writer must create a transition line that ties the last proof to the second paragraph of the paper, which is a detailed analysis of the first proof.

We know from examining Gatsby’s childhood that he was obsessed, from the outset about becoming a successful person and leaving his father and the North Dakota dirt behind him forever.

(Next Paragraph)


A simple examination of his childhood book revealed that Gatsby not only hated North Dakota but also his parents.
