The Awakening 

by Kate Chopin 

A Webquest by Gena DeLuigi

  

 

Kate Chopin's novel The Awakening is a provocative account of one woman's quest for freedom in her restrictive environment. Her decisions challenge the social norm, defy conventional family roles, and disrupt her community's "safety". As you read about Edna Pontellier, decide for yourself whether she was courageous or mentally disturbed; an inspiration or a threat to society. 
  

 


The Process

  

 

Step 1: 

Check into your hotel and go check it out! 
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Print out this page- it is to be turned in with your scrapbook. 
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You will need one hotel and the price
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  Travel- Flight and four restaurants
 

Step 2: 

Make a trip to the New Orleans Library Online 
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  Find four spots to visit and write 2-4 lines about each spot.
 

Step 3: 
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Edna’s influence: Kate Chopin biographical info 

· Find out 20 facts (type them!) about Chopin

  
  

Step 4: 
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Learn some local color from New Orleans’ Creole community. 

*Find the following (type your answers in complete sentences) plus 20 more facts: 
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Where did the word Creole come from? What does it mean/who does it refer to? 
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What is a Cultural Creole? 
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What are the three ways to become a Creole? 
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What is the major practicing religion of the Creole community? 
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Find out two facts about Zydeco. 

* Discuss Kate Chopin as a writer of local color fiction. To what extent does she appeal to a reader's natural interest in an aspect of regional society and life? This should be at least two typed pages. 
  

Step 5: Explain the history of Mardi Gras (1-2 pages)
Step 6:  Read "The Yellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Perkins Gilman. 
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 How is this story like or unlike Edna's situation in The Awakening? (2 pages) 

Step 7: 

[image: image13.png]


   Women’s Rights Movement   

· Print out the timeline from the following website and  highlight one event. Create a "Short Bulletin" (on construction paper or poster board) announcing the event to the world. We will hang these in the classroom, so make sure they are colorful and easy to read! 
http://www.legacy98.org/timeline.html 
  

Step 8: 

Read "The Story of an Hour" by Kate Chopin and write an emotional response poem (minimum of 6 lines) 
  

Resources

  

 

Kate Chopin biographical info 

1. http://empirezine.com/spotlight/chopin/chopin1.htm
"The Story of an Hour" text 

1. http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/chopin.html
"The Yellow Wallpaper" text 

1. http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/Charlotte_Perkins_Gilman/The_Yellow_Wallpaper/The_Yellow_Wallpaper_p1.html
Women’s Rights Movement info 

1. http://www.legacy98.org/
2. http://www.infoplease.com/spot/womenstimeline1.html
Suffrage Songs and Verses-Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

1. http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~mmbt/women/gilman/suffrage/suffrage.html
Local Color 

1. http://www.cajunculture.com 

2. http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/eng384/hourbase.htm
Fairytales, Kate Chopin, Symbols, Time and Places 

1. http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/eng384/awake.htm
A Creole House 

1. http://www.big-easy.org
New Orleans Library Online 

1. http://www.new-orleans.la.us 

For this site, go to Related Links, then Nurtrias Public Library

New Orleans 

1. http://www.neworleansonline.com
2. http://www.neworleans.com
3. http://www.nola.com
