McISAAC SCHOOL/ECOLE McISAAC

STUDENT HANDBOOK

September 4, 2008

Dear Students and Parents:  

Welcome back to a new school year.

This handbook contains information and guidelines that are meant to support the best possible education, for your child, in an atmosphere that is safe, friendly and maintains an environment of mutual respect.

So that our children can be successful, both in school and in life, we believe that school and home should be supportive of the child and of each other.  Communication must be open and sincere for us to be successful in this principle.  It would be appreciated if you would spend some time going through and discussing this document with your child.  The contents of this handbook describe our expectations and explain how our school operates.

Please call the school at 687-7578 if you have concerns or questions about this handbook or school policies. 

Looking forward to a great year!

S. Priddle

Principal

 We at McIsaac School/École McIsaac

believe our school should be a place where we feel safe and accepted for who we are.

When we use polite words and get along, school is fun for everyone.
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General Information

School Hours

School opening (a.m.) Warning bell 8:45 

Opening routines 9:00 a.m.

Lunch hour 11:50

School opening (p.m.) Warning bell 1:07

Classes commence 1:15 p.m.

Dismissal 4:00 p.m.

Students are allowed into the school at the warning bell.  Students are expected to be in their classrooms, ready to begin, at the final bell.

The monthly calendar will be used to notify parents regarding any early dismissals (except in emergency cases) that may occur throughout the year.

McIsaac School/École McIsaac

2008-2009

Tuesday,      September 2
Staff only – Division Professional Development

Wednesday,                   3
Staff only – Admin a.m. School Professional Development p.m.

Thursday,                      4
First day for students

Wednesday,                  24
School closed p.m. only – Team P.D.

Monday, October 13

Thanksgiving Day – school closed

Monday, October 20

School closed a.m. only – Team P.D.

Tuesday, November 11

Remembrance Day – School closed

Thursday,                27

School closed all day – ½ Admin & ½ Team P.D.

Friday,                    28

School closed all day – SAG/Local P.D.

Thursday, December 4

Report Cards go home

Thursday,                 11

2:30 dismissal – Parent/Teacher Interviews

Friday,                     19

4:00 p.m. dismissal – Christmas Break

Monday, January 5

First Day back following Break

Monday, February 16

School Closed – Louis Riel Day

Monday,                 23

School Closed all day – a.m. School P.D., p.m. Team P.D. 

Friday, March 13

School Closed p.m. only – ½ Admin Day

Thursday,       19

K-8 Report Cards go home

Thursday,       26

2:30 dismissal – Parent/Teacher Interviews

Friday,            27

4:00 p.m. dismissal for Spring Break

Monday, April 6

First Day back following Break

Friday,           10

School Closed – Good Friday

Wednesday,   15

School Closed p.m. only – ½ Team P.D.

Monday, May 4


School Closed all day – a.m. Admin – p.m. Team P.D.

Monday,        18

School Closed all day – Victoria Day

Friday, June 26

School Closed – Admin Day

Monday,        29

School Closed – Admin Day

Tuesday, June 30

Pick Up Report Cards

Recess

Grades 1 to 6 students will have a scheduled recess at 10:30 a.m. and 

2:45 p.m.  Students are expected to go outside for the 15 minutes.  During extreme weather conditions, students will be allowed to remain indoors.  In all cases be sure students are dressed appropriately for the weather.  Grades 7 and 8 will have a 7 minute break between periods 2 and 3 and 6 and 7.

Noon Hour and Lunch

Students go home for lunch. The school does not provide a lunch program and only students living at the lake and French Immersion students from Creighton are permitted to eat at school.  Throughout the year, students who are involved in noon hour activities are permitted to bring their lunches.  All students eat lunch in a designated area and are supervised.  Students remain in the lunchroom until the activity begins.  Students cannot go to the gym or other areas if a supervisor is not present.  Students who have forgotten their lunches are expected to go home.  They can return for the activity after eating.  Parents who work, or are out of town are respectfully asked to make alternative plans for their children.

Lunch/Snack Rules: 

To help us enjoy our mealtimes at school we:

We are a nut free school: do not bring items that contain or may contain nuts as you may be risking someone’s life.

 Do not bring popcorn 

 Wash hands before eating

Sit at the table to eat. Talk quietly, in a pleasant relaxed manner.

If we spill something we quickly clean it up.

Ask the supervisor before leaving the room.

After eating put away food containers, throw out garbage and unwanted food.

In inclement (wet or very cold weather) bring something to do 

(book, game, puzzle).

At the designated time go to the activity or outside.

Gum, sunflower/pumpkin seeds are not permitted in school.  

Please do not bring glass bottles to school.
NOTE:  Students cannot leave the school grounds without written permission from their parents.

Emergency Response

Fire Drills
Fire Drills are conducted regularly, throughout the year, in conjunction with the Flin Flon Fire Department.  The sound of the fire alarm is the signal to leave the building, immediately, through the designated exit.  Each fire drill is to be regarded as a real fire.  Fire drills may take place at any time.  If in gym, music or an assembly, students will leave through the closest exit and remain with the instructor.  Students out of the classroom (library, washroom, resource, guidance, etc.) should leave by the closest exit and go to the designated spot for their class.

All students should vacate the building immediately during a fire drill.  They must not go to lockers. Students should leave in an orderly fashion, (walking) and go to the designated area outside the school.  Students should remain orderly to await attendance being checked and further directions if an emergency exists

Students are reminded that to turn in a false alarm is a criminal offence.

Entrance to School

Students will enter and exit from the school by the following routes:

Grades 5,6,7 & 8

North Entrance

Grades K, 1, 2

South Entrance 

Grades 3, 4, 5

Middle Entrance 

All students should be in their classes prior to the opening exercises at 9:00 a.m.  Opening exercises consist of O Canada, intercom announcements, attendance taking, etc.

Communication with the School

In order to meet the needs of students, fully, it is essential that the home and the school make every effort to communicate openly and frequently.  At the school, we shall endeavour to meet this need through our reporting procedures and formal parent-teacher communication.  It is of equal importance that parents keep teachers informed of any developments that may influence the student’s performance at school.  If, as parents, you are uncertain of anything, please do not hesitate to contact us by phone.

At times, parents feel reluctant to call with information or questions but please be assured that often the information shared enables us to better meet the needs of the student.

Students and teachers will use agendas to communicate homework and other important messages.

Call Back

As a safety measure, a call back program is in place in the Flin Flon School Division.  We request that the parent call the school if a child is going to be late or absent.  If a child is absent and the school has not been notified we will call the parent as soon as possible.

Clothing and Footwear

Students are expected to have indoor and outdoor footwear.  Every student is expected to wear running shoes for gym and other indoor activities.

To help prevent misunderstandings and loss please ensure that clothing such as shoes and jackets are clearly marked with the student’s name.

A standard of dress, cleanliness and grooming appropriate for being in school is expected of all students. Clothing with word motifs, or designs of a suggestive or otherwise inappropriate nature (e.g. alcohol, illegal drugs advertisement, put downs) can not be worn at school.

Head ware for boys and girls may be worn to school but must be removed inside the school.

Gym Uniforms

Students in grades 5 to 8 are expected to change for gym classes.  Students should have 

T-shirts and shorts or sweat pants to wear in gym class.  Students are expected to have runners that are kept for indoor use only.  No outdoor footwear is to be worn in the gym.

Lost and Found

Each year we have boxes of lost items that are never claimed.  Please check throughout the year if your student’s belongings have gone missing.  There are a number of lost and found locations in the school.

Road Safety

Students should obey all traffic rules.  Remember to cross the road carefully at cross walks and obey the patrols close to the school. 

Bicycle Rules

Parents assume responsibility for allowing their students to bring bicycles to school.

The school assumes no responsibility for loss or damage nor are we able to police the storage of bicycles. Bicycles should be locked at all times to prevent theft or damage.  Helmets must be worn, as per the law.

Bicycles are not to be ridden on the playground either before school, at recess, at lunch, or after four. First offence will see the bicycle banned for two weeks.  Second offence will see the bicycle banned for the season.  Letters will be sent home in each case informing the parents.

Students should walk their bicycles, through the playground, to and from the bike lockup areas.

Care must be taken in the parking lot area as there is bus traffic in that area.  Bicyclists travelling on the road will obey the rules of the road.  Bicyclists crossing the street at patrol stations will obey the patrols and will walk their bicycle across the road.

When riding your bike please wear a helmet.

Scooters and skateboard guidelines will be the same as those for bicycles.  No shoes with wheels are permitted to be worn inside the building.

Buses

We have students from Channing and the outlying areas bused to McIsaac.  The buses drop off and pick up students from the loading area beside the playground.

Students are expected to behave in an appropriate manner while waiting for and travelling on the bus.  Students who are regular bus riders will receive a copy of the bus rules, which will be reviewed with them early in the school year.  Each year bus evacuation drills are practiced with all students.

Parking

Visitors are requested to use the visitor parking only.  Stopping on crosswalks or in front of the fence is not permitted.

Caution Fees
All students in grade 7 and students in grade 8 who are new to the school are required to pay a $20.00 caution fee.  At the end of each school year students not returning text and/or library books or returning damaged books will have the costs taken from their caution fee.  

Returning the books or paying the money owed can make up the deficit.

At the end of Grade 8 [usually the following September] caution monies will be returned to students whose accounts are in good standing.

Lockers

Lockers are assigned to the students in grade 7 and 8 by the administration and must be locked at all times.  Students must use only the locker assigned to them. Locker arrangements will be explained the first day of class.

No student may exchange a locker with another student without the permission of his/her teacher or the administration.

Each student must use and is responsible for the lock provided by the school. Students losing or damaging a lock will be charged the full cost of replacing the lock ($7.00). Students are responsible for making sure the lockers are kept locked and the combinations remain confidential.  Turning the dial once after it has been closed means it cannot be reopened without the combination.
Outdoor shoes may be stored in the lockers.

Homework 

Doing homework results in higher grades.  The time and amount of homework should increase with the student’s grade level.  Homework is given by teachers for a number of reasons including 

- reinforcing the present day’s lesson

- catching up on work after an absence

- preparing for the next day’s lesson

- reinforcing acquired skills and developing study skills

- teaching students independent learning

- incorporating available materials and media in the home:

  books, magazines, newspapers, television

Starting in Grade 1 students are required to have an agenda.  Homework and information regarding upcoming tests, class events, etc. are recorded in the agenda.  As well the agenda can be a vehicle through which teachers and parents can communicate.  Routinely checking the agenda helps the child develop good study habits.

An allotted time for home study should be part of a student’s daily routine, regardless of whether specific assignments have been given.  Students should realize that homework is not just written assignments, but studying is an integral part of homework.

Regarding homework, students, teachers and parents all have responsibilities.

Students are responsible for:

· recording unfinished work, test dates and homework assignments in the agenda book

· completing the homework and returning it on time

· ensuring that the required materials are taken home to complete the work
· completing work if a class is missed 

Parents can assist by:

· demonstrating an interest in the student’s work and monitoring work habits

· ensuring students have a regular time and place to complete their homework

· discussing concerns with the classroom teacher when any arise

Teachers are responsible for:

· assigning work that the student can complete independently

· being clear regarding the assignment(s) given, due dates and test dates

· grading and/or reviewing assigned work

· contacting parents regarding problems and/or concerns that arise
Note to Parents:
Policy/Regulations/Procedures

School Attendance

On occasion, we have parents requesting their child be absent from school.  Depending on the child, or circumstances, absences from school can be detrimental to a child’s academic progress.  Although we recognize that school is not the only place where children learn, we want to encourage parents to make every effort to limit their child’s absences from school. 

When a child is absent or late we require a note being sent to the classroom teacher explaining the reason for the absence.

It is difficult for a child to concentrate and learn when he/she is not feeling well.  Please keep your child home during a serious illness in order to facilitate a speedy recovery.

If your child is absent for an extended period of time, you may request homework from your child’s teacher(s).  Please give the teacher reasonable time to prepare the homework and you as a parent, can ensure that it is done.

Text Books

Textbooks are distributed by subject teachers.  Each teacher will keep a record of the texts distributed.  Each student is responsible for returning or replacing the text materials given to him/her in good condition.  Replacement costs can be as much as $90.00

School Closure

Only extreme circumstances will lead to closure of the school.  While inclement weather may cause the buses to stop running, schools will not usually close for this reason.

Outdoor Field Trips – Cancellations of outdoor education trips will be announced between 7 and 8 a.m. on CFAR.

Examinations
At the end of the year grades 7 & 8 students have an examination in language arts, mathematics, social studies and science.  The exam schedule is set and publicized well ahead.  Students are expected to be in class during this time.  They usually run for 2 class periods.  Regular classes will be held during the exam period.  All students are expected to be in class during the exam period.  Students who miss an exam due to serious illness or family emergency will usually be required to write when they return. 

Exemptions may be granted in Social Studies and Science based on a cumulative average of 80% in those subjects.  All students in Grade 7 and 8 must write the ELA and Math exams.

Reports
Report cards are sent home three times a year - early December, March and the end of June.  At McIsaac we have three parent teacher conferences.  The first conference, in October, occurs before any report cards are issued.  It is an opportunity to meet the teachers and discuss any issues that may occur early in the year.  After the first report cards are sent home, there is a follow-up conference time.  This conference session is intended to allow more time for parents and teachers to discuss issues where difficulties/or strengths exist.  Other requests will be accommodated as time allows.  After the second report card is sent the last round of parent- teacher conferences are scheduled.  

For all parent-teacher conferences request forms will be sent prior to scheduling.  

Occasionally parents are not available on the scheduled conference day but parents want to discuss a concern.  Parents are encouraged to contact the staff or administration at any time if a concern arises.  Please call the teacher(s) concerned, to discuss the matter or to make an appointment, at a time suitable to both parties. 

(At times, teachers will send a request for the parents to make an appointment.)

Progress reports may be sent home at other times throughout the year.

Honour Roll

Honour roll status is achieved by having a weighted cumulative average of 80%, or higher, in grades 7 and 8.  

Student Behaviour

At McIsaac School Ecole McIsaac staff and students will be expected to live up to the School Division Code of Conduct; *********** Appendix A

Students are expected to treat everyone with respect.  Staff will be on duty at all times to  monitor behaviour. Abuse of other students either physically or verbally is not acceptable and will result in sanctions including written apology, detention, Virtues assignment, or suspension. Your parents will be informed if you are involved in inappropriate behaviour. Students having  difficulty on the playground please find the teacher on duty to help you. If you cannot find anyone outside come into the school to get help.
Parents are reminded that, while an effort is made, it is not always possible to find   “the real story” and that student perceptions of incidents may conflict with each other. We will do our best to resolve the situation.

Phones and Electronic devices
A phone is available in the main office for students in the case of emergencies, to call if they need to stay at 4:00, if they are not feeling well etc.  Students are required to receive permission to use the telephone from their classroom teacher. If parents need to contact their child, in an emergency, they can call the office, and we will pass the message on to your child.  If changes occur such as you are detained away from home, called into work, etc. we will gladly make sure your child has the information needed.  Reminders of regular events (music lessons, swim lessons, skating, etc.) should be unnecessary.  Cell phones are not to be used in the school environment.  Cell phones are not banned but will be confiscated and returned to parents if the students are using them during school time.  

Other electronic devices such as digital cameras, games etc. have no place in the school. If students bring these to school they are to be kept in their back packs or in their lockers during school hours. Students using them in the school will have them confiscated and returned to parents.

The school will not accept responsibility for lost devices
Technology

Throughout the school year students will have access to technology, especially the use of computers.  The use of computers increases with the grade level, in most cases.

Prior to using the lab students and parent/guardians will have to sign a copy of the school division acceptable use policy (Policy #9:3).  Failure to comply with the rules outlined in the divisional policy will result in having the privilege to use school computer equipment revoked.
Field Trip******

Any student to be transported by bus or participating in a field trip must have the appropriate field trip permission form signed and returned to the school.  Students who do not turn in the appropriate form will not be allowed to travel with the team or group.

Student Services and Activities

School Counsellor:  Mrs. C. Alexander

Speech Language Pathologist:  Ms Sarah Ansine

Resource Centre

Resource Teachers:  Ms. S. Payne

       





      Mrs. S. Power







      Mme J. Enns (FI)





                              Mrs. L Nawrocki






                  Mr. D. Mack

Our Library

As well as a large collection of fiction and non-fiction print materials the library houses a variety of reference materials, audio visual aids and CD ROM material.  Each class has scheduled library time throughout the cycle.  Only print material may be borrowed by students.  Other materials must be used in the school.

Overdue books will result in reminders and requests for payment for books lost.

Youth and Adult Programs

Counsellor

Mrs. C. Alexander

School Leadership-Student Council 

 Our school’s student council is composed of an executive:  2 co-presidents, 1 secretary, 1 treasurer and two squad leaders for Public Relations and Recreation, and Goodwill Environment.

To serve on the executive, students must submit an application, to the teacher advisors, no later than the second week of September.

Teacher advisors will select students, for positions, based on the qualifications of the candidate.

Although, students from grades 6 to 8 are eligible for executive positions, all students are encouraged to participate. 

These students work diligently to promote spirit and pride among the school’s students.  They have an opportunity to develop their organizational and leadership skills throughout the year.

Swim Program
As part of the physical education program, students in Grades 2 to 6 participate in a swim program. The intent is to have all students learn the basic swim skills and extend the skills and abilities of those who can swim. There is a small cost for the program ($10/student) collected in September.

Extra Curricular and Sports Programs
Grades 7 & 8 can be involved in a number of interschool sports programs throughout the year.  The cost for each program is $5.00, which is collected at the beginning of each event.  A school t-shirt with shorts or sweat pants is worn as the team uniform.  T-shirts can be purchased from coaches throughout the year at a cost of $15.00.

Academic Concerns - students are not usually removed from school teams and activities for poor academic performance.  Students experiencing difficulty may be required to attend tutorial sessions as a condition of staying on a team.  These arrangements will be made in consultation with the student’s parents.

Behavioural Concerns - students are expected to be well behaved during sport and other extra curricular activities.  School rules apply at all times.  Students displaying poor sportsmanship and disrespectful and/or aggressive behaviour can be removed from the activity.  Students may be removed for 1 game/practice or for the rest of the season if misbehaviour warrants.  If the misbehaviour occurs at the end of an activity the student may be suspended from the next scheduled activity.

Students suspended from school will lose their extra curricular activities for a one-month period.

Dances

The student council sponsor’s a number of dances for grades 6, 7 & 8 students.  School rules apply to dances.  Students can apply to bring guests (maximum of two guests/student) to a dance by filling in the required form prior to the dance.  

Guests must be in grade 7 or 8 at another school in the community, including Creighton School.  Each school is called prior to permission being granted for the guest to attend.  If the school administration gives him/her a good report (good overall behaviour), permission is granted for guests to attend our dance.  The sponsor is responsible for his/her guest.

Use of Facilities after School Hours
Students are not allowed to use the facilities - gym, classrooms, library, etc. unless they are under the supervision of the teacher/coach responsible for the activity.
