Honors United States History

Course Description – McDonald, 04-05

Welcome back to Jordan High School!  I hope that you had a great summer and are ready for a great year in US History.  I have extremely high hopes and expectations for the class and for each and every one of you.  The following is a course description for our class that will keep you informed, organized and aware of how the class works.  If you need to contact me I can be reached at school at 560-3912 x12721 or at home before 9pm.

· Class Rules – There are five simple rules for my class

1. Be in your seat by the time the bell rings

2. Be prepared for class

3. Respect others in the class

4. Respect the class environment

5. Adhere to the student handbook

· Class Web Page – http://www.geocities.com/mcdonaldjordan
Check the website for information regarding class, assignments, and related links
· Supplies – Being prepared for class means having the following items everyday: textbook(s), pen or pencil (assignments turned in must be done in pen), 2 or 3 inch binder, good attitude and an open mind!
· Textbooks

1. United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination

2. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass

· Movies – During the course of the year we will be watching documentaries and video clips; full movies shown in the past include 1776, Half Slave, Half Free, Glory and 13 Days.

· Grading Policy – Grades from me will come from a variety of assignments and activities.  The following list includes planned assignments; all assignments are subject to change.

(1) Tests

(5) Historical Essays, Writing Responses, In-class writings

(2) Quizzes

(6) Research Paper, Book Review, and/or other projects

(3) Homework

(7) Oral History Project 

(4) Portfolio/Openers
(8) Final Portfolio

· Grade Calculations (Some quarters may change due to major projects)
Tests

40%

Quizzes

20%

Essays

20%

Homework
20%

· Progress Reports – Progress reports will be issued each quarter; see the student handbook to see specific days.  All progress reports are due back, signed by a parent or guardian, 3 school days after they are issued.
· Cheating/Plagiarism – cheating and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated in this class.  If you have questions, you should refer to the information given out the first day or speak to me directly.  If it does occur, you will receive a zero for that assignment and other actions will be taken.  The honor code also states that it is your responsibility to report if you see these actions taking place.

· Skipping Class – skipping my class will not be tolerated at all during the course of the year; if done it will result in two days of ASD.  If you are absent, you must follow the proper procedures through the attendance office to be given credit for your make up work.

· Tardy Policy – If you are not in your seat when the bell rings, you will be considered tardy.  The first time you are tardy you will be required to serve lunch detention on that day.  Second time: detention with me.  Third time: ASD and a parent/guardian will be called.  If you have an unexcused tardy on the day of a quiz or test you will not be allowed to make it up (if it’s over) or have the full time (if it is in process).

· Attendance/Make-Up Work – If you miss work due to an excused absence from class, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get the make-up work.  You may ask others in the class, but for the official assignment see me directly before or after school (or at the end of class if there is time).  Quizzes and tests must be made up within three school days.

· Breakdown of Assignments – The assignments that you could/will be graded on during the course of the year are described below.  Failure to have your name/date/period on every assignment will result in a loss of 5 points on that assignment.

Tests – These will be given every couple of chapters and could include multiple choice questions, fill-in-the-blanks, true/false, identifications, matching, short essay, and/or essay questions.

Quizzes – Quizzes will be both announced and unannounced (pop).  It will behoove you to take good notes on the readings and class lectures, as some of your quizzes will be open-note.  Reading and note-taking skills will be discussed in class.

Homework – Completed homework is crucial to this class. Late homework will not be accepted (unless there are extenuating circumstances that you have discussed with me)

Historical Essays/Writing Responses/In-class writings – You will have writing assignments on a regular basis.  Unless otherwise described in class, these typed responses are expected to be two pages and will be discussed in class.
Portfolio – This will be an ongoing assignment of keeping all of your work into your US History Portfolio (hence the 2/3 inch binder required for class).  Subsections of your portfolio should include Openers/Journal Entries (should be dated), Class notes/Class work, Homework, Quizzes, and Tests.  This will be discussed further in class.
Projects – You will have some sort of project every quarter.  Details will be discussed.

Ongoing: Election 2004 Project

Second/Third Quarter: TBA

First quarter: Frederick Douglass 
Fourth Quarter: Oral History Project
· “Extra Help” Policy – First of all, do not be afraid to ask questions in class.  You can also find me before school at 7am or during lunch.  After school, I am available Monday through Thursday until 4pm and on Fridays until 3pm.  If I know that I will not be available after school on a specific day, I will try to let you know in class.  During swim season (November – February) my availability will change.
“THE PAST IS A SOURECE OF KNOWLEDGE, AND THE FUTURE IS A SOURCE OF HOPE; APPRECIATION OF THE PAST IMPLIES HOPE FOR THE FUTURE”


