Independent Study Proposal
Subject:   Civil Rights Movement

Teacher:  McDonald

Year:       04-05

I.  Introduction

A.  General causes of conflict, reasons to reform, & examples throughout history

B.  What is grassroots resistance?

C.  Historical context of the time period

D.  Causes of the Civil Rights Movement

II. Major Events of the Civil Rights Movement

A. 1954 – Brown v. Board of Education

B. 1955 – Montgomery Bus Boycott

1. Book: The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It

2. Video: Boycott (HBO)

C. 1956 – 

D. 1957 – Central High School/Little Rock 9

E. 1958/1959

F. 1960 – Greensboro Sit-In Movement

1. Book: Civility and Civil Rights (Chafe)

2. Video: February One (documentary)

G. 1961/1962

H. 1963 – Medgar Evers Assassinated

1.  Movie: Ghosts of Mississippi

I. 1963 – Freedom Rides

J. 1964 – Freedom Summer

1. Movie: Mississippi Burning

K. 1965/1970 – Church Bombing
1. Movie: Four Little Girls

***Essays about historical events:

· Minimum two pages

· Typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman font

· Explain and analyze the _______________ by describing the desire for change, what occurred and its significance using oral histories and historical fact

III. Theories of the Movement – Nonviolence and challenges to nonviolence

      (Organizations, people, groups, etc.)

A. Readings – Letter from a Birmingham Jail, Playboy Interview

B. Video clips – Footage

C. Movie (?) – Malcolm X

IV. Legacy of the Movement

A. Video: Former Klansman & Activist work together

B. Movie: Get on the Bus

V. Projects


A.  Midterm – Create a PowerPoint presentation of events from the Civil Rights

      Movement to be used in Mr. McDonald’s class

B. Final – Collection of Oral Histories regarding events you researched during the year or 15-20 page paper

