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ROOKIE DRAFT

Just a reminder that this will take place on SATURDAY 26th October, starting at 11 am. 
The draft will be by phone and/or list - please let me know in advance which way you will be drafting!

Remember that telephone picks are allowed for the first 4 rounds only (so a list or a general instruction such as "draft defensemen only" will be needed for rounds 5 and 6).

The process for telephone picks is that I will dial your number, and let the phone ring 3 or 4 times before ending the call. You then need to ring me back  (07778 804927).  There is no actual deadline on the time allowed to make a call, but if I feel someone is taking a little longer than necessary, I will chivvy them along. I imagine that a pick should take a maximum of around 5 minutes, so you have been warned!

One final note to add regarding the draft, is that the Nighthawks own the Blues 3rd round pick from a trade made last season.

FREE AGENCY AUCTION

After a slow start, not unsurprisingly there was high demand for Eric Daze. Despite pushing as far as they could, the Nomads were unable to retain his services and the Aces picked him up for a new auction record £95,000 - and they were prepared to go a deal further than that.  Defenseman Scott Lachance went for 31K before the next key interest, Brendan Shananhan. Like Daze, he attracted interest from seven clubs but the final winning bid of 58K was somewhat lower than had been expected, not that the successful bidder, Blues, will complain about that!

After that Ragnarsson, Lapointe and Smyth all attracted fair interest, costing £30K, 9K and 36K respectively, before Mike Rathje became available. 9 different teams had made bids for the d-man, with a potential new record sum on the table. In the end though, as bidders dropped out, Rathje's price was a bargain £6,000 and in effect completed the "exchange" with Lachance between Thanet and Kingston! Luke Richardson had 6 clubs interested in him, before signing on with the Bombers, with just 5 more players moving clubs in the remainder of the auction.

The basic details are shown below (with bids shown in 1,000's) - a spreadsheet with full details should be attached. 

FREE AGENT AUCTION 2002 - RESULTS

	NAME
	Prev club
	Pos
	Top Bid 
	New Club
	RTM?
	2nd bid 
	Club
	Notes

	J Hoglund
	Fla
	W
	5
	Flames
	n/a
	none
	
	Flames bid for their own player!

	R Svehla
	Nom
	.RD
	11
	Bombers
	No
	10
	Bcd/Husk
	

	M Leclerc
	Bla
	LW
	25
	Blades
	YES
	25
	Nighthawks
	

	C Lemieux
	Bar
	RW
	5
	Barracudas
	n/a
	none
	
	Barracudas bid for own player!

	E Daze
	Nom
	W
	95
	Aces
	YES
	94
	Nomads
	Nomads only had 94K.

	S Lachance
	Nig
	.LD
	31
	Meteors
	no
	30
	Maple Leafs
	

	K Dykhuis
	Fla
	.LD
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	B Shanahan
	Met
	LW
	58
	Blues
	no
	57
	Nighthawks
	

	C Stillman
	Bla
	LW
	6
	Warriors
	No
	5
	Huskies
	Blades not allowed RTM - already signed one player

	D Karpa
	Nom
	.RD
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	D Gilmour
	Ice
	C
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	M Ragnarsson
	Map
	.D
	30
	Maple Leafs
	YES
	30
	Nighthawks
	

	M Lapointe
	Nom
	W
	9
	Nomads
	YES
	9
	Barracudas
	

	T Simpson
	Ice
	.LD
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	C Hulse
	Nig
	.RD
	9
	Flames
	no
	8
	Barracudas
	

	R Smyth
	Bla
	LW
	36
	Iceni
	n/a
	35
	Nighthawks
	RTM not allowed - Blades already signed Leclerc

	R Niedermayer
	Ice
	C/LW
	none
	---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	M Rathje
	Met
	.D
	6
	Nighthawks
	n/a
	5
	Huskies
	RTM not allowed - Meteors already signed Lachance

	M Straka
	Nig
	LW
	13
	Blades
	no
	12
	Flames
	

	I Laperriere
	Ice
	C/RW
	
	Nomads
	no
	n/a
	
	no other legal bids

	R Murray
	Ice
	C/LW
	
	Nighthawks
	YES
	8
	Iceni
	Iceni only bid 8 for RTM

	S Quintal
	Bar
	.RD
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	K Buchberger
	Bom
	W
	31
	Meteors
	no
	30
	Warriors
	

	T Domi
	Nom
	W
	5
	Warriors
	n/a
	4
	Aces
	RTM not allowed, already signed Lapointe, Laperriere

	L Richardson
	Bar
	.LD
	18
	Bombers
	n/a
	17
	Barracudas
	Barracudas bid for own player!

	B Brunet
	Bom
	W
	1
	Huskies
	no
	none
	
	

	D Khristich
	Bar
	F
	1
	Warriors
	no
	none
	
	

	J Woolley
	Hus
	.D
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	M Knuble
	Bom
	C/RW
	
	Blues
	no
	none
	
	

	B Holzinger
	War
	C/RW
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	J MacLean
	Sea
	RW
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	D Rhodes
	Map
	..G
	1
	Nomads
	no
	none
	
	

	R Tocchet
	Bom
	RW
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	B Gardiner
	War
	RW
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	C Darby
	Met
	C
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	P Svoboda
	Blu
	
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	E Chouinard
	Blu
	C
	1
	Iceni
	no
	none
	
	

	N Ekman
	Blu
	
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	D Mironov
	Bar
	
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	P Popovic
	War
	
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	P Ratchuk
	War
	
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	P Schaefer
	Hus
	
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	C Stewart
	Sea
	
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team

	D Ward
	Bom
	
	none
	 ---
	
	
	
	No bids - returned to prev. team


Contracts

You have the following contracts to use for the players signed from above, or returned to your club see spreadsheet);- 1 x 4-year  (4/06), 1 x 3-year and 1 x 2-year.

Your comments on how you feel the Auction system works would be welcomed - I feel there are one or two minor flaws in it (such as the Rathje situation, where there were seven bids of over £25K, yet the final cost was only £6K). I have a couple of ideas, but would appreciate any feedback first.

GAME PLATFORM

We will continue to use Face-Off, now ComputerHockey seem to have finally got their act together with the PC version. As far as the League is concerned, you may play games using;-

1. Face-Off 2001 for the PC*

2. The Board game

You will of course need to have the latest season data, in either disk, downloaded file or card format, so please arrange purchase through ComputerHockey.com soon!

 * Doesn't have to be the latest (Sept 2002) version, as long as it's FO2001. 

REQUEST

Whilst I wait for my copy of the game, I would be interested to know if anyone has purchased the very latest version, and if so whether they have used the new "Enforce Usage" option. If so, perhaps you can let me know how well it works.

Happy hockey folks!

Tony Critchley

Commissioner, EHL
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