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Objectives: At the end of this unit lesson, students will have developed an understanding of India’s geographical regions and the way the climate interacts with the land.  Students will learn how to conduct research online using several different Internet resources.  Students will use online resources to help map out the geographic features of the country.  This unit lesson will integrate technology, art and earth science into a social studies environment.   

Grade Level: This unit lesson is designed for sixth grade students in a Social Studies 
classroom.

Learner Background: Students will have basic computer and Internet skills.  They will also be familiar with a variety of geographical terms including the different land formations that they will study in India.    

Topics to be Covered: Students will study the following topics:

· Geographical landforms

· Terminology

· Climates

· Ecosystems

· Wildlife

· Mapping

· Concept mapping

· Inspiration Software

Resources: Computer and Internet access, Inspiration software, 2’x2’ piece of cardboard, 


clay in a variety of colors, a projector, and a map of India
Tentative Timeline: This unit is designed for a 50-minute class period.  There are a series of 5 lesson plans included in this unit.  The unit is designed to last for approximately a week and a half, as some of the lessons may take students more than one class period to finish.


Lesson 1: Introduction to the geography of India



Lesson 2: Concept map 



Lesson 3: Animal activity



Lesson 4: Crossword puzzle creation



Lesson 5: Creating a map of India

Lesson 1: Introduction to the Geography of India
Materials: Computer and Internet access, and a projector

Activities: The instructor will begin the introduction of India by going over vocabulary words with the students including the following.

1. Peninsula


6.  Climate

2. Plateau



7.  Arid

3. Mountain range

8.  Arctic 

4. Plain



9.  Tropical

5. River basin

          10.  Monsoons


After clarifying the unit vocabulary, the instructor can display the following Powerpoint presentation to begin the discussion of the four main geographical regions of India.

India Geography Slide Show
Expansion: After the Powerpoint presentation, the instructor should begin to lead a class discussion on comparing geographical forms in India to those found in the United States.  Students should use their previous knowledge about the geographical landforms in the United States to construct answers to a variety of questions.  Some questions to be considered include:

1. What landforms are present in the United States and not in India?

2. What landforms are only present in India?

3. What landforms can be found in both countries?

To help students discover the answers to these questions, they will team up with a partner and research the questions online.  Students should begin to be able to compare the geography of both countries when they are finished.  Students may want to save websites or print information that they found to be particularly helpful.

Online Resources:


KidsWebIndia

India Geography
Lesson 2: Concept Mapping

Materials: Computer with Internet access, information students may have saved from the previous class and Inspiration software

Activities: Students will create a concept map comparing the geography and climates of the United States to that of India.  Students will be given approximately 15-20 minutes to continue their research from the previous class period to ensure them that they have collected enough information to complete the concept map.  Students will continue to work in groups while completing this activity.  Students should include a minimum of 15 facts or examples divided, in any manner, among the three categories.  The categories follow the questions from the previous lesson.  

1. India only

2. United States only

3. United States and India

Assessment: The instructor can use the group concept maps as a form of assessment.  The instructor needs to continually observe the groups while they are researching information and constructing their map.  Later the instructor can use the maps to help decide if students were having trouble with any particular geographical concepts.  Then, based on any discoveries, the teacher can alter the lesson plans to focus on problems the students are having with the information.
Resources:

India Homework Help
Geographia
India
Lesson 3: India Wildlife

Materials: Computer and Internet access, specifically Microsoft Word. 

Activities: Students will investigate the different animals that live in the geographic regions of India.  Students will have to discover multiple animals that live India and try to learn where they live geographically and how they may have adapted to live in certain climates.  Students will be given access to the Internet, with a short list of helpful websites to direct them to the type of information they will be searching for.  Once students have selected an animal they will have to answer several questions and type their information using Microsoft Word.  Students will be shown how to insert a picture into a Word document during this lesson.

Assessment: The instructor will use the following list of questions to assess the students’ understanding of wildlife and their different habitats.  When students have finished compiling their data and typing their responses, they may present their information to one another as a whole class.


Questions:
1. What animal have you chosen to study?  Give a brief overview of this animal, size, appearance, etc.

2. Where does this animal live in India?  What geographical region does it live in?

3. What type of climate is their habitat located in?  Please describe this climate’s weather patterns.

4. What type of food does this animal eat?  Is it an herbivore, carnivore, or omnivore? Do you think its food choices are limited because of its habitat?

5. Do you think this animal has any special adaptations that help it survive in this type of climate?

Online Resources:

EnchantedLearning
KidsPlanet
IndiaWildlife
Lesson 4: Crossword Puzzle Activity

Materials: Computer and Internet access, printer

Activities: Students will create a crossword puzzle using an online template.  Students will create these puzzles independently using knowledge they have acquired during the previous lessons.  Students should use a minimum of 12 terms, locations or animal names to create this puzzle.  Descriptions of each should be accurate and easy to understand.  Students must keep a list of the correct answers and their corresponding clues to hand in to the teacher.



Students will print out copies of their crossword puzzles.  One will be turned into the instructor with the answer key.  Students will exchange a second copy with a partner in the classroom and try to solve one another’s puzzles.

Assessment: The instructor will base the students’ understanding of a variety of terms on their completion of this activity.  Students must also present the educator with a copy of their puzzle that has been completed by another student.  The students’ communication through writing will also be examined through this activity.  Clues should be concise and straightforward; difficult to understand clues may be a sign that a student does not understand that particular concept.  As always, the instructor should be actively watching and questioning students while they complete this activity.

Resources: 

CrosswordConstructor
NationalGeographic
Lesson 5: Creating a Relief Map

Materials: 2’x2’ piece of cardboard, clay, computer and Internet access

Activities: Students will work in small groups, approximately 3-4 people, to create a relief map of India, the surrounding countries and waters.  Students will construct this map using a variety of clay, one color per geographic formation, on a cardboard base.  Before students begin they must research maps of India online to be sure they include all the correct landforms and bodies of water on their relief map.  


Students should explore a few different websites and review a couple of maps until they find the most accurate and easiest to read.  Students should print this map to help draw a likeness onto the cardboard base.  


After students have sketched out their map, they must create a map key so that each color of clay designates a specific region.  Then students should begin to construct their relief map according to their sketches and map printouts.

Assessment: The instructor should be actively watching the students’ interactions within their small groups.  Students should be effectively communicating within their small groups.  The teacher should question students about the location of a variety of different geographic regions to see if students can indicate their location.  Students will be assessed on their accuracy of the location of regions in their map and on the quantity of included physical landforms and bodies of water.

Resources:

MapsofIndia
SurveyofIndia
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