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C. What qualities do I possess that would make me a valuable asset to the University, and what is my motivation for attending?





     I love to read. I read mostly non-fiction science magazines, books on survival, books about nature, or comedy.  I finally got around to reading "The Origin of Species" by Charles Darwin this last summer. I read it because I wanted to know exactly what it was that he said in that book. I already knew how my biology teachers had exemplified the good parts about natural selection. I wanted to find out what else there was to it. So I read it.  Much to my dismay, I found myself disagreeing with some parts of it. Not the Natural selection parts, but the other stuff the teachers never mention. There is one point in the book where Darwin is considering the genetics of rural British flocks of sheep, and I completely disagree with his assumptions and conclusions.  Me; the girl who never for a second has doubted the big bang theory over the Adam and Eve scenario.  It was completely out of character, but nevertheless, I felt secure with having my own opinions. That's something I like about myself. I'm not afraid to be objective, and think about things for purposes other than to piece them together with pretty ribbons, and put them on display for other people to approve of. 


  


      I have heard some people say that a person needs religion to feel complete in their life, and be at peace with their neighbors.  This may be true for many people, but for myself I don't think this rule applies. I find myself making the right choices, not because I believe in god, but because I feel for the sake of my personal rectitude that it is the correct thing to do. Choices I thought would be hard to make.  I have already made clear my feelings about the direction I want my life to take. I am a very respectable, clean cut, socially responsible person. I enjoy helping others, and doing whatever I can to make the world better. I love making other people feel good about life. I find I have a natural talent for putting people at ease in my presense. I also have some very valuable leadership skills.  I enjoy public speaking, and am a very outspoken, and creative problem solver. 


  


      I didn't gain these talents by watching T.V., or hanging out in dance clubs. I tend to experience a feeling of inadequacy if I don't learn something new and interesting every so often. I engage in lots of self guided activities as a result. I have taught myself to juggle, to play the bassoon, to write legibly with my left hand (I am formally right handed), to type (I am able to churn out a whopping 65 words per minute with fair accuracy). The list continues, and I continue to explore alternative venues of life. I gained these talents by working hard, and keeping an active,  inquisitive mind to the changing world around me.  I have an affinity for living, that I think would be deeply enriched by the addition of a formal University education.





      Finding a direction, for me, doesn't mean anything about money, or prestige. For me, finding a direction is about finding where I am most able to make a positive difference in the world, that I can be truly happy with.


 


     I was brought up in a small town in the western mountains of Maine. I never knew much about the strange ways some people behave. At least, not a lot of the things I know now. I never knew why we had locks on our doors. I didnt know police did anything but enforce traffic laws. Small towns have small populations. Everybody knows everybody, and there is little going on that the whole community isn't somehow involved in.  I was brought up in a small town in New England, but I did most of my growing up since I left there on June 11, 2000. Since then I've driven the distance between Maine and D.C. nine times ~ by myself. I've also driven from D.C. to New Orleans, and back. I stopped for a while when I was there in New Orleans. Awhile, being five months. I was fortunate enough to be accepted into an internship position at the Wildlife Rehablilitation and Nature Preservation Society. I lived alone, and worked alone for much of that time. The hours ranged from ridiculous to gruesome. I worked 21 days without stop at one point. It was hard for me to leave, I felt very responsible to the position, and felt my replacement intern was too green. I felt grown up. 


   


     The only thought running through my head, that made me understand my reason for leaving was that I felt I was ready for the challenge of further educating myself. I want to gain knowledge so that I can return to a place where I am needed, and have a more positive influence by being able to make better, more well informed decisions. I have lived a combined  year and two months in the area of Southern Maryland where UMD is located. I have already attented UMUC, and am familiar with the institution, and the campus. I feel like this is a good place for me to be now, and I know the right thing for me to do is to get a good education. 


