








  


  Alternative Fuel Sources In Maryland








    Furiously it rushes; the force behind it is tremendous. The desire for it is so immeasurably 





intense that it becomes a striving hold for the lives, and dreams of people all over the world. 





This precious commodity that fuels the materialistic idealisms of human expectations is exploited, 





abused, and so pushed to the limit that when viewed from the position of well known physics is 





laughably ridiculous. I am referring to none other than our own slave and master: energy.





The manufacturers of this great force of energy that is daily, hourly, and minutely unleashed on 





the modern world will indubitably have to find alternate ways to supply the demand.  In this 





report I will express my opinions on why the change is a viable step to take sooner rather than 





later.





   I once heard an effective motivational speaker tell a story of the CEO of the Black & Decker 





Corporation. Apparently when he was asked what the future of the drill business was, he 





replied  that he was not in the drill business; he was in the business of making holes. In his eyes, 





his customers didn't care how they get the holes, they just wanted holes. Whether the future was 





laser beams or what-not, that is where his business was.  That, in my opinion, is the style of 





thinking we need to impress on the future providers and consumers of energy. The idea that they 





aren't in the business of exploiting coal, oil, nuclear, or any other number of environmentally 





taxing processes; but that they are in the business of managing energy resources, and that they 





must find new ways to keep up with technological advances, environmental needs, and stay in 





sync with today’s demand for changes in our society. 





Had enough with the “eco-babble”? Alright then, lets get down to the pertinent information  





and discuss the problems facing us, the current facts, and discuss some experimental projects 





that  are shown to provide solid results and use sound planning.  





    When a person first considers the energy use problem of the state of Maryland; like me, they 





may first recognize the traffic congestion of the D.C. and Baltimore metropolitan areas. On a 





large scale, they would be entirely right. The shear unimaginable expendature of oil due to motor 





vehicle usage on an average timely basis is completely mind-boggling. After researching the 





matter more in depth; the only plausible solution besides changing the ideals, and morals of an 





entire metropolis, is to make oil prices phenomonally overpriced; thus making alternative forms 





competitively priced. The one consistent economic factor for almost all forms of  alternatively 





fueled vehicles that I read about; is that in the beginning investment, they are seemingly a great 





financial drain; although, over time, they pay for the initial cost by requiring lower energy 





maintanance costs. Examples of such alternatively fueled vehicles include; ones fueled by solar 





energy, ones fueled by electricity, and ones fueled by natural gas.  One seemingly promising 





alternative though, is the vehicle that runs on gasohol. Gasohol is a form of alchohol that 





provides the necessary fuel for the basic reaction in an internal combustion engine. It has been 





implimentd in several places in Mexico, and has been proven  to burn very cleanly, and 





efficiently. I was unable to accrue any information about how environmentally sound 





the process of making gasohol is however, so that remains to be a deciding factor.





    The other significant area where  members of the D.C., Baltimore metropolitan area can 





greatly reduce their energy consumption is through the implication of efficient energy use within 





the home. The first step, and the one that can not be stressed enough for its worth in reducing 





the consumption of energy, is to develope energy-efficient habits. Instinctively shutting the lights 





off in an empty room, is a truly beautiful thing. So is taking the time to hang your recently 





washed clothes on a line to dry rather then tossing the ball in a dryer, and pushing a button. 





Clothes dryers are known to be a culprit for excessive energy usage. Electric stoves also use a 





great deal of energy. Suggested alternatives might be a gas stove, and if you are really in the 





spirit a solar-cooker might be an ideal alternatived. Also within the home, a great deal of energy is often 





lost through drafty doors, and windows.  


 


     Other helpful tips that were provided to natural gas users in the D.C. area through a 





pamphlet from the Energy Adviser Lorre Bowman, include getting the furnaced checked by a 





certified technician, making sure the filters are changed every three months, and insulating the 





hot water heater. These appear to be common mistakes within the local population, that can 





cause unnecessary bills, and energy consumption.





    This next section of text is going to be a list of recommendations, and what I believe would 





be wise plans to implicate in this area, through the study of successfull implication in similar 





situations elsewhere. I currently am unaware of any major plans to commense any of these 





types of works here in this area, or their current existance.





    The first type of energy resource that seems to present a broad range of solutions to many of 





the residing environmental, and economic factors is solar energy. Here, for one example is a 





summary of a passage I read pertaining to the "Neuffer Construction" company, headed by Paul 





Neuffer in Reno Nevada. Neuffer offers home builders the choice of having their homes built 





with passive solar design. He reported that most people prefer the homes because they are 





spacious, and well lit. The economic reports are equally as promising. Reports are that building 





the passive solar enhanced homes only increase the cost of building by 1%, but they can reduce 





the cost of utility payments as much as 50%. This is a huge benefit on the part of everyone. The 





home buyer, first of all, because of the excellent quality of their purchase. The utility companies, 





which are able to provide for the needs of the local community with less worries about their 





expanding needs, and the construction companies, who can provide a quality product.  Even 





though Maryland may recieve less direct sunlight than Nevada, and therefore profit slightly less 





from these solar models, they still would retain enough profit to be sensibly constructed.





(Renewables Are Ready pg 7)





In a very similar instance, taking place in Pennsylvania, a cooperative effort is manufacturing 





affordable housing with photovoltaic energy conversion, and  use capacity already installed. 





 "FIRST Inc., the research and design partner in a public-private partnership that aims to make 





energy-efficient solar homes in a variety of styles. The company has joined with the U.S.





Department of Energy, and Avis-America, a modular home manufacturer, to create the first 





factory-built solar homes"(N.Cole, pg 87) The economic reports on these houses say that they 





may increase the monthly mortgage by $100, but should decrease the monthly utility bills by 





nearly $150, which is a nice settlement. These homes are being manufactured, and lived in in 





our neighboring state of Pennsylvania. I'm sure they would have the same benefits here. 





(Renewables Are Ready pg 87)





 


      

















