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Celebration Service for the life of Mathew Thoppil.

[image: image2.jpg]



Saint Matthew`s Roman Catholic Church

Ponteland

Saturday 28th May 2005.

 A Celebration Service for the life of Mathew Thoppil.

Address by Father Melia

Speaker:
 Philip Mathew

Hymn :
Make me a channel of your peace

Make me a channel of your peace.


   
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.


              
Where there is injury your pardon, Lord.


   
And where there’s doubt, true faith in you.


    
O, master grant that I may never seek.


    
So much to be consoled, as to console.


    
To be understood as to understand.


   
To be loved, as to love with all my soul.


   
Make me a channel of your peace.


    
Where there’s despair in life let me bring hope,


     
Where there is darkness – only light.


     
And where there is sadness, ever joy.


    
O, master grant …..


     
Make me a channel of your peace,


    
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

In giving to all men that we receive,

And in dying that we are born to eternal life.

O, master grant….

Speaker:
Melanie Robinson

Speaker:
Dave Howarth

Hymn :
O Jesus I have promised



O Jesus, I have promised



to serve thee to the end



be thou for ever near me,



my Master and my friend:



I shall not fear the battle



if thou art by my side,



nor wander from the pathway



if thou art by my side



O let me feel thee near me;



the world is ever near;



I see the sights that dazzle,



the tempting sounds I hear;



my foes are ever near me,



around me and within;



but, Jesus, draw thou nearer, 



and shield my soul from sin.



O let me hear thee speaking



in accents clear and still,



above the storms of passion,



the murmurs of self-will;



O speak to reassure me,



to hasten or control;



O speak and make me listen,



thou guardian of my soul.



O Jesus, thou hast promised,



to all who follow thee,



that where thou art in glory



there shall thy servant be;



and,  Jesus, I have promised



to serve thee to the end:



O give me grace to follow,



my Master and my friend.



O let me see thy foot-marks,



and in them plant mine own;



my hope to follow duly



is in thy strength alone:



O guide me, call me, draw me,



uphold me to the end;



and then in heav’n receive me,



my Saviour and my friend.

Speaker: 
Tom Hutchinson

Speaker:
Richard Duggins

Speaker:
Liza Thoppil on behalf of Julie

Prayer

Hymn:
Lord of the dance



I danced in the morning 



When the world was begun,



And I danced in the moon



And the stars and the sun



And I came down from heaven



And I danced on the earth,



At Bethlehem 



I had my birth



Dance then wherever you may be



I am the Lord of the Dance said he



And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be



And I’ll lead you all in the dance said he.



I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee



But they would not dance 



And they wouldn’t follow me



I danced for fishermen



For James and John – 



They came with me and the dance went on



Dance then……

                        
I danced on a Friday



When the sky turned black – 



It’s hard to dance 



With the devil on your back



They buried my body,



And they thought I’d gone,



But I am the dance,



And I still go on.



Dance then……



They cut me down



And I leapt up high;



I am the life



That’ll never, never die;



I’ll live in you



If you live in me –



I am the Lord of the Dance said he.



Dance then…..

End of Service

There will be a collection plate at the back of the church after the service.  All donations will be given to Christa Sishya Ashram in Southern India, which was co-founded by Mat’s grandfather in 1936.  The Ashram is a Christian fellowship with emphasis on prayer, meditation and charity. It looks after orphaned children and runs a hospital offering free services to the poor in that very deprived area.

After this celebration service the family and some very close friends will go on to a private cremation in Whitley Bay.

At 1pm we very warmly welcome everyone to join us in the Kielder Suite (St James’ Park Football ground, Newcastle upon-Tyne).  We hope that everyone who can will attend and would appreciate it if people share their memories of Mat if they feel comfortable to do so. There will also be a book available for people to write down or stick in any special memories of our wonderful Mat.

We would like to thank EVERYONE who has given us their love, prayers and support through this very very difficult time.  You have helped to make it a little bit more bearable.

