Kelly Matthews

Lesson Discussion

For the circumstances, I would say that my lesson went OK. My first problem arose when I arrived at the school and the teacher had not told me that the class was on block schedule. My lesson went about 45 minutes so it certainly did not take up the entire period. Also, the PowerPoint projector was broken so my video clip and power point were unable to be used which certainly took away from some of the appeal and visual quality of my lesson, which I think made it seem very boring to the students. 

Over all, the class was very bored with my lesson and the fact that they were having to do work in the classroom. Of the 22 students in the class, only one enrolled in the class willingly and was interested in horses and had any horse experience. The rest of the students were “dumped” there against their will from special education programs or from the alternative school. Over all though, they weren’t a bad group of kids, they just didn’t want to learn about horses and were a bit chatty. The teacher mentioned that some of the typically misbehaving kids responded well to me and were involved which they normally are not, she thought it was because I was a fresh face and had befriended the kids during the period before as I had arrived early.

I think the biggest point that I took from teaching my lesson was just that things go wrong and that I need to be prepared for technical malfunctions. I also learned that I really enjoy interacting with the kids much more than standing in front of the class teaching from a Power Point or lecturing. I think that in the future I will certainly try to incorporate as many activities as I can to get the kids up and active during class time and to be involved rather than standing in front of them. I also want to make an effort to get to know each of my students. Even in the short time that I spoke with a few students before teaching my lesson and got to know a bit about them it was very helpful in keeping them engaged in class and the material I was teaching.
