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Introduction


The Internet is a wonderful educational resource, which the Instructional Materials Center at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette uses to provide access to students and faculty members for research purposes, information resources, and electronic communication.  The IMC includes eleven computers, eight of which are available to students, one black-and-white laser printer; numerous educational software and electronic materials, and top-of-the-line technology equipment and materials for faculty members.  All of the computers are equipped with 3.5 floppy drives, zip drives, compact disc drives, and Internet access.  The students are able to print materials, but must pay five cents per page.  The Internet connection type is a T-1 line.  The IMC is available to all UL students, but is used primarily by teacher candidates in the College of Education.  

Access


The Instructional Materials Center’s computer lab is open during days of class from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday and from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday.  Students must sign-in before using the computers in the IMC and must have a current valid UL ID.  Students are allowed to conduct educational research, electronic communication, and personal informational projects.  Students, however, are not allowed to use the computers to play games, to access or create inappropriate materials, or to misuse the network’s resources.  

Safety and Protection of Personal Information


Network users should take precautions to protect their personal information.  Students should never include personal information, such as their social security number, address, or telephone number, in electronic materials that will be accessible to others.  Students should never attempt to gain access to any other network user or administrator’s password.  Students shall not intentionally access or modify other users’ data, files, or passwords.  Legal action may be taken against users who do not follow the rules in this policy.  

Security


To access the Instructional Materials Center’s network, each user must have a current valid UL ID and must be in the school’s identification and authentication system.  This account is established when the student enrolls at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and has paid a tuition fee for the current semester.  Users who are a security risk can be denied access to the school’s computers.  

Network Protection


The IMC uses filters to protect students from inappropriate Internet material.  The filters provide censorship and call for limited Internet access.  The filters shield students from threatening and obscene Internet material.  The IMC also has virus protection software that provides for additional network security.  

Student Rules and Responsibilities for Internet Use


Guidelines are provided to ensure student safety and the appropriate use of Internet access.  Students must have sign-in and must have a current valid UL ID before accessing the Internet.  The following rules and responsibilities for Internet use exist to protect the students, staff, and school.  Students are prohibited from:

1. Accessing the network or Internet without permission.

2. Posting anonymous messages and sending chain letters.

3. Accessing inappropriate materials, such as pornographic, racist, or offensive materials.

4. Sending hate mail, vulgar mail, or discriminatory or offensive remarks.

5. Using the network or Internet for personal financial gain, such as gambling.

6. Using the network or Internet for commercial purposes, such as advertising or political lobbying.

7. Utilizing copyrighted materials without permission.  Students must refrain from copying, forwarding, downloading, or installing copyrighted materials.

8. Downloading, installing, or using unauthorized files, games, software, or other electronic media.

9. Modifying files, data, or passwords that belong to other network users.

10. Impersonating another user.

11. Using the network for inappropriate purposes.

12. Vandalizing or abusing any network data, hardware, or software.  This includes acts such as uploading or creating viruses or illegally using the Internet or network equipment.

13. Printing without paying.

14. Eating or drinking in the center.

Privileges


Accessing the Internet at the Instructional Materials Center is a privilege for students.  Any inappropriate use can result in the cancellation of this privilege.  Students are responsible for their own usage once they are granted network/Internet access.  

Network Etiquette


Network Users are expected to respect other users while accessing the network/Internet.  The acceptable rules of network etiquette are as follows:

1. Be polite.

2. Use appropriate language.

3. Do not engage in illegal activities.

4. Do not reveal personal information on insecure Web locations.

5. Respect the privacy of other users and do not access and/or modify other users’ personal files, data, or materials.

6. Do not send email that may be undesirable to the recipient(s), such as chain mail or unwanted forwarded material.

7. Do not disrupt other users.

Warranties


The school, workplace, or district is not responsible for any damages, such as data loss, mis-deliveries, or service interruptions due to users’ errors, and it is also not responsible for the accuracy and quality of information obtained from the Internet.  Users obtain information from the Internet at their own risk. 

Responsibility for Reporting Unacceptable Behavior

Users are responsible for reporting any unacceptable network use or behavior witnessed.  Failure to comply can result in suffering the consequences for inappropriate use.  

Consequences for Inappropriate Use

1. The network user shall be responsible for any damages to equipment, data, systems, and software that occur as a result of the user’s actions.

2. Failure to follow the rules in this policy will result in the loss of network access.

3. Illegal use of the network, violations of copyright laws, or theft will be reported to the appropriate legal authorities and may result in prosecution.
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