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1. Introduction

· What is phraseology?

· Some sequences of words, or kinds of words, occur frequently.  Others occur rarely.

· If a word frequently occurs in a particular sequence, that is its phraseology.

For example, shred. 

A shred of 

this left the public realm without a shred of accountability towards religion.

  to work, without ever permitting a shred of complacency, to minimise the

  rumours and there has never been a shred of concrete evidence.

omorrow.   Matos tried to retrieve a shred of dignity. He stared balefully and

4 News last night that he had ‘not a shred of doubt’ that he had taken the

t is simply not true. There is not a shred of evidence to support it,’ he said

           Mr Smith didn't present a shred of evidence which would support any

 you’re making all this up without a shred of evidence to support it.’ I

    said. So far, we haven't found a shred of evidence to support that idea.’

    anything. You still don't have a shred of evidence to back up these

      I do not think that there is a shred of evidence for the assertion by Dr

   ritual-abuse cases, there's not a shred of evidence. I don't think it

 that the Slovenians will not have a shred of hope to clutch to when they come

 be continued as long as there was a shred of hope that they would succeed. In

rawford in A Woman's Face betrayed a shred of humanity by confessing a

   be fanatics and tyrants without a shred of humanity who despise the West

table family", admit they have not a shred of information to suggest that she

said last night that there was not a shred of justification" for their capture

urisdiction) by mere fiat, without a shred of legal proof. The provision was

     political powers? Anyone with a shred of political nous would never have

    time" responded Rossi, without a shred of real interest as he concentrated

 very witty preface that makes not a shred of sense unless you've read the
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· Why does phraseology matter?

· Knowing about phraseology can help to avoid things that sound unnatural. 

· But more than that, it can assist in expressing whole ideas fluently. Typical phraseologies express things that typically need to be expressed in particular contexts.

· And it can help with grammar as well as vocabulary – in fact, phraseology shows the interface between the two.

2. Looking at a Text

· The text – a reading exercise, using the traditional story of Llewellyn and his dog Gelert. (This version is from Wales, but the story appears in many languages e.g. Sanskrit and Arabic.)

· The story is specially written for learners – it is not an authentic text. The language chosen is simple and involves a lot of repetition e.g. could and would.

· Even this specially-written text includes a lot of typical phraseologies. Some of these are obvious collocations or fixed phrases e.g.

· wagging his tail

· drew his sword

· eyes grow dim

· perfectly safe

· (not) bring ___ back to life

· But others are rather more interesting. E.g. 

Text example: could smell the deer a kilometre away 

Pattern: could + sensory verb + noun + measurement + away

Other examples: I could always see her a mile away because of her blond hair.


The blaze could be seen five miles away.


We could hear heavy firing a few miles away in the mountains


The heat could be felt up to one kilometre away


The air was thick with the stuff – you could smell it half a mile away.

Text example: could run faster than the deer
Pattern: could/can run + indication of speed, especially faster than
Other examples:They found that cockroaches could run at a metre a second.

That is when I knew I could run faster than the other boys.

Those prisons produced young criminals who could run faster than the police.

I was amazed I could run so fast.

A rhinoceros weighs twice as much as a family car and can run as fast as a horse.

The girls will be out to prove they can run faster than the boys in sprint races.

Text example: there was blood smeared on his muzzle
Pattern: there was + noun + past participle (indicating a substance covering an area)

Other examples: 
There was blood sprayed on the needles of piñon…



…there was glass scattered between the beer cans…



…there was grease smeared on the lens



There was paint slapped on the side to cover the markings.



There was rubbish heaped in the corners…



… there was sand drifted across the road and piled in the doorways…

Text example: There was blood everywhere
Pattern: there was blood + ‘everywhere’ or ‘all over’

Other examples:
There was blood everywhere.



There was blood all over the place.

Text example: drove it into Gelert’s heart
Pattern: verb indicating ‘push hard’ + noun/pronoun+ into + noun indicating place

Other examples: 
…drive the fork into the soil…



…one of his warriors plunged a knife into the dragon’s soft belly…



Von Reich plunged the needle into Frank’s arm.



She drew a letter-opener from her dress and plunged it into King’s chest



Acourt thrust the knife into his chair.



Flynn thrust the knife into his chest.

· What is important

· sequences such as these are a mixture of vocabulary items (run, fast, deer) and grammatical features (modal verb, comparative adjective)

· drawing attention to the sequence allows learners to place these pieces of knowledge in a context; to use a combination of items to express a frequent concept

· it suggests that although items such as could and run are individual words, they might have a very specific meaning (or specific importance) when used together; for learners the meaning of the phrase might be more useful than the meaning of the individual words

3. A Middle-Frequency Word: accident (((()

· An accident – comes at the end of a clause

Following in

If you fall ill or are involved in an accident…

…a friend of mine was killed in an accident
Both her parents died in an accident…

…if someone is injured in an accident
Identifying an event

His death was an accident
…this discovery was an accident

He described the shooting as an accident
…the cops treat it as an accident

With have
A few years back I had an accident in the pits

… a motorist is liable to have an accident
· The accident – comes at the beginning of a clause and refers to an event previously mentioned

The accident happened at 5am

He had been playing on the river bank when the accident happened…

Jim … asked Steve how the accident happened
The accident occurred  on a side road…

The plane had begun its journey … when the accident occurred
But this is most true of newspaper texts. If we look at spoken English only, the accident is relatively infrequent. Have an accident and it was an accident are most frequent.

· Interestingly, both an accident and the accident are used to refer back. An accident is used in the phrase it was an accident when the purpose of the sentence is to identify the nature of the event. The accident is used in the phrase the accident happened when the nature of the event is taken for granted and the purpose of the sentence is to give more information about the event.

One went off underground – perhaps it was an accident. [brspok]


An accident here contrasts with ‘deliberate’, for example.

This morning in Boston, a trolley struck another trolley, injuring at least 31 people. The accident happened in an underground station on the edge of Boston Commons. [npr]


The accident here contrasts with ‘incident’, ‘attack’ or ‘tragedy’, for example.

· What is important here is

· not just what a word means (accident as opposed to incident, for example)

· but also the sequences it comes in and therefore

· the ideas the sequence is used to express (or the purpose of the sentence)

· the grammar (and discourse) as well as the vocabulary

4. A High Frequency Word: thing (((((()

· With very frequent words, the meaning may be vague and the phrases may be more important. Although a very frequent word is often simple, and learners may learn its basic meaning very early on, often its use can be quite sophisticated and worth re-visiting later in the learner’s career. 

· We can investigate the phraseology of the word thing by looking at what comes most frequently before and after it. This gives us a number of pairs: 

· one thing,

·  of thing,
·  the thing, 
· adjective thing, 
· thing that, 
· thing is,
·  thing to. 

· Investigating each pair further gives a number of target phrases: 

· for one thing, 

· kind/sort of thing, 
· the one thing,
·  one thing that
· the adjective thing to  

· Investigating each of these in more detail suggests one common use of thing – in ‘equation’ sentences. In order of simplicity, these are:

THING I HAVE 

It = was = the most bizarre thing I've ever seen.

It'=s = the biggest thing I've worked on.
there are exactly 259 words in this story, which = is = the shortest thing I've ever written.

It’ = s = the creepiest thing I've been through in my life.

· with a superlative

· after is/was
· evaluates something mentioned before

A [ADJECTIVE] THING TO 

Driving = is = a dangerous thing to do

I think that'=s = a useful thing to do

Sensing what is up and down should be really straightforward. After all, it'=s = such a vital thing to know.

It = was = a stupid thing to do and I'll be admitting everything.

· after is/was
· often a adjective thing to do
· evaluates something mentioned before

THE [ADJECTIVE] THING TO 

I find that the best thing to do in such circumstances = is = to dunk one's head in cold water

they knew on instinct that the best thing to do = was = to push, to take the initiative ...

· usual phrase: the best thing to do
· before is/was
· evaluates a course of action

THING YOU CAN 

The best thing you can give your kids = is = their independence

Then I think the only thing you can do = is = to play it down the line

because logically the only thing you can do now = is = miscount money

· used with an adjective, usually the best thing, the only thing
· before is/was
· gives advice about a course of action

(THE) ONE THING (THAT)

The one thing that is not doing too well = is = foreign investment

I mean, one thing that I think we really need = is = national medical insurance--national health care.

The one thing they find harder than living apart  = is = living together

I think the one thing the American people should know = is = that there's been no change in his bottom line.

· followed by a relative clause

· before is/was
· draws attention to something; puts new information at the end of the clause

· What is important:

· The word thing has very little meaning, but the phraseologies it is in do have meaning…

· … and they have specifiable functions.

· These phraseologies are useful resources for learners who are writing, because they are used to express particular ideas, or to organise the information in the discourse.

· They might be useful for relatively advanced learners who might not know them, even though thing is such as frequent and simple word.

5. Showing similarity and difference: distraught; upset; horrified

· The sample text used the sentence Llewellyn was distraught. Distraught might well be a vocabulary item taught in contrast with upset or horrified. 

· We can find information about how these words are the same or are different.

	
	Distraught
	Upset
	Horrified

	Frequency
	(
	(((
	((

	Followed by ‘that’
	She was distraught that someone had been killed.
	Relatives were upset that no witnesses were called.
	They were horrified that I was going to the school I was going to.

	Followed by to-infinitive
	…parents who are distraught to discover that their offspring have been caught…
	The children will be upset to see you treated in this way.
	I have been horrified to discover just how wrong I was.

	Followed by at
	Jane is distraught at having her past revealed.
	He said everyone had been upset at the news.
	I was horrified at the way he behaved.

	Adj and adj
	confused, shocked
	angry, nervous
	angry

	Adverb + adj
	absolutely, very, totally, utterly
	very, really, terribly, deeply
	absolutely, quite, pretty, particularly


· The words have different frequencies.

· They are all followed by that-clauses, and by to-infinitive clauses.

· They are all followed by a number of prepositions, including at.

· Adjectives that co-ordinate with these adjectives show a difference in meaning, emphasising shock and confusion, or anger.

· Adverbs occurring before these adjectives show some overlap (the very type) but also different – distraught is clearly more ‘absolute’ than the other two. In other words, whereas upset is a gradable adjective, distraught is sometimes treated as gradable, sometimes as ungradable. This fits with two observed meanings: distraught can be used to describe an absolute quality, but sometimes also it is used to describe a more ordinary and less absolute (and so gradable) feeling.

5. Conclusion

· One of the products of frequency is phraseology. Phraseology involves ‘fixed phrases’, but much more than that.

· Phraseology is an important aspect of vocabulary

· …and of grammar

· Learners observing vocabulary need to observe the sequence as well as the word…

· …and materials need to show them how to do this

· Learners using vocabulary will find it useful to have typical sequences at their command.

Reading
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