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From the Grand Knight's Station
My Brothers All,

What a great start to the Christmas season and the New Year we had with
the Christmas party! Mater Dei Council was able to raise approximately
$2000.00 for Seminarian support. What better way to support our priests
than to facilitate their educational process! Special thanks to Will Adams
and Tom Schneider for putting together a wonderful evening.

It seems that the end of one year and the beginning of another creep up so
quickly that you no sooner turn around and it’s done. The fall has been a
busy time for our Council with many big projects to be done. My thanks
to all of vou who gave vour time and effort so selflessly over these
months. I especially appreciate the help of Worthy DGK Pat Degraba who
stepped up to the plate to pinch hit for me so many times over the past few
months. Many thanks, Brother.

January brings the Annual March for Life on January 22. This is another
opportunity to show your faith and support repeal of the laws that permit
the taking of the innocent lives of the unborn. Legalized abortion is a
crime against humanity and whatever we can do to end it i1s important.

January is also the month to start planning for the Annual Garage to Attic
Sale coming up in February. As those of you who have participated in it
know, this is a huge endeavor that requires the efforts of many people.
The work starts on the Friday before the event and culminates around
three the following Saturday afternoon. While everyone works hard, there
is a great deal of fun involved in participating with friends in a joint effort
to benefit those less fortunate. Over the years, Mater Dei has raised well
over $100,000 for local charities.

Also coming up in February is the Annual Tootsie Roll Awards Banquet.
Mater Dei will be hosting this event this year. Please read the details on
this event and plan on helping our Council make this a success for the
many deserving charities that help the mentally handicapped.

May God bless and keep vou and yours in the New Year! Mary, Queen of
the Knights, pray for us now and always.

John Cavallo
Grand Knight

PRO- LIFE MARCH PLANS:

St. Raphaels will again host out of
arca marchers for the March for Life
in Washingnton, DC January 24.
The Trumpet Room and Youth
Center will be used. In the past, we

have served breakfasts
andprovidedbag lunches for the
marchers. Arrangements are in

charge of the St. Raphacls Pro Life
Committee.

Mater Dei Council will again have
the opportunity to join the Pro Llfe
Group in this project. In previous
years, brothers have welcomed the
groups, transported and served food,
and otherwise helped out.

The Archdiocese Pro Life Office
was pleased to include St. Raphaels
in the project, because there are
many more requests than there is
space, said Ellen Sarnecky, of the
Pro Life office.Hotel space is scarce
because of the march, and some of
the wvisitors wouldn't be able to
afford the trip, without help such as
ours.

So far, groups from DeSales
University in Pennsylvania; Quincy
University, Illinois; and Comell,
New York, have called us to request
housing. The total number from the
groups 1s now about 40. We can
accommodate about 75-80.

More details at the January 4 Exec.
Board meeting.

Tom Buck Pro Life co-chairperson
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District Deputy's Message

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

The warm glow of Christmas continues to warm our hearts. What a special gift from
God we continue to celebrate as a new year dawns. .. the necessary precedent to His
Passion and our salvation! There is much to be thankful for, and much we each can
do to help those who are needy, are suffering, or are lonely, as a way to show our
Lord our true joy for His gift. Share a few moments with someone who is lonely,
console someone who suffers, help those who are needy, and allow the unfathomable
love that Jesus has for each one of us guide your footsteps. Vivat Jesus!

As we prepare for the State Mid-Term Meeting, each Grand Knight is assessing his
Council’s progress over the first half of the fraternal year and revisiting plans for the
six months ahead. Together, you have done much. Over a dozen new men,
including a priest, have joined the Order within our District. A successful soccer
shootout program was conducted. Various memorial services to our fallen Brother
Knights and Ladies were held. Several Councils exceeded past totals for “Tootsie
Roll” collections to help the mentally handicapped. Significant funds were collected
to support seminarians. The tradition continues. I convey to each of you my
congratulations and appreciation.

Looking forward, our Councils have much planned. I encourage you and your
families to participate in your Council’s events, and volunteer to help where needed.
Be a part of the great energy within our Councils. January brings basketball
tree-throw competitions for youth in area gyms, and numerous activities associated
with the March for Life. We also will conduct a Second Degree Exemplification on
January 6 and a Third Degree Exemplification on January 7, both at Rock Creek
Council. This is the best opportunity for us to usher our First and Second Degree
members into full Knighthood within our Order. On February 12, the annual Tootsie
Roll Awards Dinner, at which the Councils of Montgomery County hand out the
collected funds to various entities supporting the mentally handicapped, will be held
at St. Raphael’s Catholic Church. Be a part of this exceptional event that
demonstrates the best of being a Knight! March 6th brings the annual Fourth
Degree Exemplification for the Archdiocese of Washington District. Over a dozen
men from our area have already indicated their intent to become “Sir Knights™ that
day. We can always use a few more good men in the Cardinal O’Boyle and Sullivan
Brothers Assemblies, and their respective Color Corps. Consider joining us!

In closing, let me encourage each of you to reach out to a Catholic man, in good
standing with the Holy See, and ask him to join the Order. Share the experience of a
lifetime! Nona and I wish you and your family a Happy, Prosperous, and
Faith-Filled New Year.

Vivat Jesus!
District Deputy Mike Perez

MEMBERSHIP NEWS houses, coffee and donuts, and the First

Degree ceremonies. The guidance of

Brother Knights — As the New Year is
beginning, | want to give you update on
the progress we at Mater Dei Council has
made on membership. During the first
half of this council year we have had 14
men join our council through new
membership or reactivation into the
Knights of Columbus. This effort by our
recruitment team at St Raphael’s and Our
Lady of Mercy has been outstanding, and
T want to thank all those men involved in
providing time and support during the
October membership blitz, the open

brothers Bill Wilkinson and PGK Dick
Jasinski has been very much appreciated
during this time.

On February 6th the Knights will be
hosting Coffee and Donuts at St
Raphael’s. We will have an Open House
on February 8th and a First Degree
ceremony on February 10th. We will
need a strong showing at these events to
keep the membership momentum going
n 2005. We look forward to your support
at these events.

Volunteers Needed to Help with Blood
Drive:

The Knights of Columbus will host the
parish blood drive Thursday, January 27,
2005. We are seeking volunteers to help
register donors after all Saturday and
Sunday Masses on the weekend of
January 15/16 and to help out on the day
of the drive. Please contact Tom
Sherman (301-340-2042 or
MTPtarsi@aol.com) if you can lend a
hand or if you wish to donate blood.

FRATERNAL BENEFITS
GET ALL THE FACTS

If any agent or representative of another company
suggests that you cash in or discontinue paying
premiums on vour Knights of Columbus insurance
policy, please call me immediately.

Why? Because the replacement of one policy with
another can cost you substantial amounts of money!
You may have accumulated cash values and
dividends in your present policy that would take
years to build up in a new one.

Losing money may not be the only problem. Your
existing policy probably has guaranteed options
which are more favorable to you and your
beneficiaries than those n a new policy. And if
your financial needs have changed, there's a good
chance that the old policy can be adjusted to meet
your current situation.

Should a replacement attempt be made, be sure that
you have all the facts. Call me and give us the
opportunity to review the replacement proposal
with you so you will have both sides of the story.

Then vou can make a financially sound decision.
Fraternally,
Rick Morin, FICF/LUTCF

Your K of C Agent
301.384.7627

Please take the time to introduce yourself to our
new members at Mater Dei, and again thank you
for all your support on recruitment and
membership in the Knights.

Scott Graham
Chancellor — Membership Director
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2005 - MARCH 2005

Jan. 4 Executive Board Meeting - DCC - 7:30 pm
Jan. 8 State Mid-Term Meeting
Jan. 13 Council Business Meeting - DCC - 8 p.m
Jan. 21 March for Life
Jan. 27 Council Social Meeting - DCC - 8 pm
January events to be scheduled:

Basketball Free Throw

Winter Blood Drive
Feb. 1 Executive Board Meeting - DCC - 7:30 pm

Feb. 6 Council hosts Coffee and Doughnuts after
Sunday Masses - St. Rgahael’s Trumpet Room

Feb. 8 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper - St. Raphael
Trumpet Room - 6 pm

Feb. 8 Membership Recruitment Open House - 7:30 pm
DCC Classroom 1

Feb. 10 Council Business Meeting - DCC -8 p.m
First Degree Examplification

Feb. 24 Council Social Meeting - DCC - 8 pm

Feb. 25 Garage to Attic Sale Set-up - Trumpet Room & DCC
9 am to 8 pm - (or when the job's done).

Feb. 26 GARAGE TO ATTIC SALE - §am to 7 pm

March Highlights
Council Hosts Second Degree

Council Anniversary Dinner/Dance

THE NEXT ISSUE WILL BE MARCH 2005.

All articles for the MARCH Issue
must be received by the Editor by
Sunday, February 27 , 6:00 P.M.

w-hunterQ1 @ comcast.net

E-MAIL ADDRESS 2 ?

Does the Financial Secretary have your e-mail address?
Please advise Eric Gregrich at eric.kofc@verizon.net
if you now have e-mail, or have a change of e-mail
address.

DIRECTORY OF OFFICERS

Grand Knight:

301-762-3081
Deputy Grand Knight:

201-279-2873
Chancellor:

301-762-7942
Warden:

301-279-7244
Recorder:

301-983-1167
Treasireer:

301-610-7752
Advocate;

301-924-1422
Lecturer

Inside Guards:
301-770-6063

605-484-4224

301-7G62-1733

John Cavallo

jravallo5(@comcast. net
Pat DeGraba
pdegrabal@comeast.net
Scott Graham
scottgrahamB8@msn.com
Richard A. Biancht
thebianchitube(@aol.com
Frank Della Penna
frankdpl @aol.com
Paul A. Sulltvan

Will Adams
wil-rosemaryathome@erols.com

Al Ferzacca

a.ferzacca@starpower.net
Joe Baye
Bill Shaffer

william. a.shalferf@satc com

Outside Guards
301-299-6053

Robert Scott
rhrnscort@erols.com
Jim Edmonson
301-764-6071 --
Bill Gallagher
301-762-8296 -
Bob Fontana, PGK
ridsf11403 (@verizon.net
Torn Schnetder, PGK
tomandjulie@fastmatl.fm
Larry Boesch, PGK
laceypb4l @aol.com
Fr. Williarn Finch
Efinchi@straphaels.org
Fr. Peter Reynerse
preynierse(@straphael.org

Trustees
301-765-7997

301-279-0291

301-762-7134
Chaplain:

301-762-2143 x-112
Associate Chaplain:

301-762-2143 x-133

Financial Secretary: Eric Gregrich
301-598-0993

eric kofc@verizon. net

District Deputy: Michael Perez
301-530-5134 nonamike@stafpower.net
District Warden: Larey Grayson

Program Director
301-279-2873

Pat DeGraba, DCK
pdegraba@comcast.net

Membership Director Scott Graharn, Chancellor

301-762-7942

Open Posttion. Responsible for Survivors
Assistance, Memorials, Cornrnunications, Family Projects.
Community Programs: Torm Buck

Family Programs:
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scottgraham88(@msn.com
Church Program: Don Meyer
301-983-0617
Council Programs:  Open posttion. Respnsible for Public Relations,
Cultural, Social and Blood Donor prograrns.

301-424-3606.
Youth Programs:

301-424-2713
Editor, Blue Mantle

301-762-08035

thbuck@current.net

JehnLe

L@fbw.com

Bill Hunter

w-hunterOl @comeast. ner

The "Blue Manle" is a publicarion of Marer Det Council Mo, 9774, Knighes of Colurnbus, Rockville, MD. Itis an unofficial publicadon and does noc represenc official opinion of dhe Knighes of
Colurnbus. Icis published monchly. Deadline for submission is che 4ch Thutsday of che mondh, of as announced in che preceding issue of che Blue Mancle, Submic macetial w che Edicor, Wilkam Huncer,

1387 Kermey Lane, Rockville, MD 20854, 301-762-0805. esmail: w-hunrerOl@comcasc.ner
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