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Holy See:

“A world which has to cre-
ate its own justice is a
world without hope. No
one and nothing can answer
for centuries of suffering.”
“To protest against God in
the name of justice is not
helpful. A world without
God is a world without
hope (cf. Eph 2:12). Only
God can create justice. And
faith gives us the certainty
that he does so. The image
of the Last Judgment is not
primarily an image of ter-
ror, but an image of hope;
for us it may even be the
decisive image of hope.”

Pope Benedict XVI
2" Encyclical Spe Salvi

A Z

=

[
£ e
=) .:{'
@)
4
U‘A

This February we are
again honored to host
one of the most meaning-
ful and emotionally up-
lifting events of the year,
the Tootsie Roll Award
Dinner. We will host all
16 Councils of Mont-
gomery County and
award the proceeds of all
the collections made in
the county during the
Tootsie Roll Campaign
last fall. The dinner will
be in the Trumpet room
on February 9. The so-
cial starts right after the
5:00 PM mass, with din-
ner at 7:00. The cost for
the dinner is only $20 per
person. Contact me for
reservations. ~ We are
looking for a large turn
out. None of the Tootsie
Roll funds are used to
support the dinner and
we have invited over
fifty guests to be spon-
sored by the attendance
of the Councils. If you
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have never attended this
event you have missed the
opportunity to spend some
time with those who bene-
fit from those hours we
spend giving away the
candy and soliciting dona-
tions.

I want to thank our Lec-
turer Larry Boesch for ar-
ranging the Social Meet-
ing in January which fea-
tured a tag team talk by
Deacon Salatto and com-
pany on the Prison Minis-
try. Larry has also ar-
ranged for another fine
lecture for our February
Social Meeting. This time
our guest will be Monsi-
gnor Fitzgerald who will
talk about Apostleship of
the Sea, a worldwide or-
ganization with an office
in Baltimore that ministers
to travelers and workers
on the sea.

I also extend my thanks to
Dick Eckenrode for orga-
nizing another successful
Blood Drive as well as all
those who contributed.

Preparations have already
begun for the Garage to
Attic Sale, which this year
will be held on March 29.
This year’s chair, Bob
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Lent
McCaffrey, is making

plans and filling out his
volunteer roster. The
next meeting for GAS
will be Feb 12" in the
DCC. The GAS com-
mittee is already looking
for early volunteers to
help with early goods
evaluation and advertis-
ing for pick-up. Feel
free to call Bob and vol-
unteer; we need all the
help we can get.

This is also the time to
pay your dues. Make
sure you respond to John
Frey’s solicitation.
Your contributions are
essential to the health of
the council.

February is also the start
of Lent. What better
way is there to live our
faith and prepare for the
Resurrection than by
doing something posi-
tive through the Knights
of Columbus in the com-
ing weeks?

Vivat Jesus

Bill Shaffer
Grand Knight
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. o Food: Dick Bi hi Co-Chai d
Garage-to-Attic Sale Planning oo oo Tiijﬁznl(éo?chaif) an

Mee-ring - Febr‘uar‘y 121-h Furniture: Frank Della Penna (Chair),

Dave Barr, Bill Thompson
The 2008 Garage-to-Attic Sale (GAS) will be Saturday, House Wares: Nancy Della Penna,
March 29th. We will have our next GAS Planning Kathie Stauffer
Meeting on Tuesday, February 12th at 7:30 in Rooms FPickup & Delivery: Joe Doane (Co-Chair),
4/6. All Knights and their families are welcome to at- Paul Schuncke (Co-Chair),

. L B h, Mike Donah
tend. Snacks and refreshments will be served. | anty Boesch, Fuxe Jonaiue
Receiving: Tom Schneider (Chair),

We had our first Garage-to-Attic Sale planning meeting Dick Eckenrode, Jack Phillips
on January 8th. 15 Knights and their wives attended. Security: Joe Trainor (Chair)
Thank you to all who have already volunteered to chair SPorting Goods: Don Novotny (Chair)

or work in the following GAS Departments: Tools: Chuck Covell (Chair), John Gleavy

Books: Carla McCaffrey (Chair)

Boutique: Mary Girardi (Chair), We still need Department Chairs for the following Depart-
Jean Schuncke ments: Electronics, House Wares, Linens, Publicity, Satur-

Cashiers: Dick Jasinski (Chair), day Cleanup, Small Appliances, and Toys.

Jack Phillips, Mike Donahue

Clothing: Ray Gasper (Chair), We still need many volunteers to work in any of the Depart-

Ted Tate, Ursula Boesch ments listed above. If you wish to volunteer, please come
Computers: Larry Boesch (Co-Chair) and to our February 12th GAS Planning Meeting. You may
Terry Harrington (Co-Chair) also sign-up to volunteer by contacting Bob McCaffrey at
Electronics: Greg Maier (301) 251-5225 or bmacc38@yahoo.com.

Mater Dei Council
Welcomes three

New Members

During the month of January
Mater Dei Council gained 3 new
members who took the First De-
gree. The new members are
Michael Hsur, Kevin Logan,
and Tod Sloan.

¢ Michael is a graduate of The
Catholic University Law School
and has recently moved into the
area from Fresno, Ca. He has
two children.

¢ Kevin is a member of Our
Lady of Mercy parish who acts
as lector and an extraordinary
minister. Kevin is a physician
in private practice.

Pictured from left to right are Kevin Rogan, Terry Herrington, Michael Hsur, Grand
¢ Tod is a member of Holy Re- [ Knight Bill Shaffer, District Deputy Tom Schneider, and Tod Sloan.

deemer parish. He and his wife,
Mary, run a non-profit pro-life organization called Life Force, Inc that supports many local pro-life activities. We
are certain that these 3 men will be valuable additions to our council and we extend to them a hearty welcome.
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Annie R. Langley

Annie R. Langley, 82, or Rockville, died on Dec. 14, 2007 at
Holy Cross Hospital in Silver Spring of a heart condition. She
had been a resident of Rockville for 50 years. Mrs. Langley
earned a degree in Business Planning and was an ordained Pres-
byterian minister. She ran her own non-profit organization,
PROP, Inc (Providing Resources of People). She was a recipient
of many awards over the years, getting recognition from Mont-
gomery County, the Coty of Rockville and the religious commu-
nity. She is survived by one son, George C. Langley of Rock-
ville. A son, Charles A. Langley, predeceased her.

Annie (“Ruth”) helped Mater Dei Council immensely. She and
her volunteer crew would remove all the items left over from the
annual Mater Dei council “Garage-to-Attic-Sale” (GAS). Ruth
would go through and sort thousands of items and distribute
them to needy people, such as a family that was burnt out of
their home, or a homeless person who had gotten into an apart-
ment, or to a church that had needy person. In order to help Ruth
run her operation, Mater Dei would annually give her a donation
to help her defer costs for storage, disposal and operations. Some
items that she could not find a home for, she would sell to help
defray the costs and to buy other items that people needed.

Ruth was always grateful for Mater Dei Council for the dona-
tions to PROP.

Pray for the soul of Annie R. Langley and her family.

Anniversary Dinner
to be held March 8

The Blue Mantle

2nd and 3" Degrees
to be held in February

If you would like to advance toward full
knighthood you have an excellent opportunity.
Mater Dei Council will be hosting an exempli-
fication of the 2" Degree on Thursday Febru-
ary 7 in the Trumpet Room. Candidates must
gather in the DCC by 7:30 pm and have a cur-
rent First Degree membership card (so pay
your dues). Then on the next evening (Friday
February 8) Rock Creek Council in Bethesda
will host an exemplification of the 3™ Degree.
Candidates must be at Rock Creek Council by
7:30 pm and in possession of a 2™ Degree
membership card. Those who plan on attend-
ing either degree must arrange with John Frey
so that he can prepare the proper paperwork
can be processed.

Please take advantage of these opportunities.
The further you progress the more you will get
out of your membership in the Knights of Co-
lumbus.

Every knight who proposes a new member be-
tween now and April 20th will receive a small
medallion with Pope Benedict’s image.

Historical Photos needed
for Anniversary Dinner

Mater Dei Council’s annual Anniversary Din-
ner will be held on Saturday, March 8 starting
at 6 pm in the Trumpet Room. In honor of the
125" anniversary of the founding of the
Knights of Columbus this year’s dinner will
highlight our council’s legacy of traditions. In
honor of the 125™ Anniversary of the Knights
of Columbus all past grand knights and wid-
ows will be admitted for free. The admission
price for others will be $15 per person, $25 per
couple, or $30 for family. As always members
are encouraged to bring their friends (as part of
their family) interested in joining the council.
Advance reservations are required. Please
contact Grand Knight Bill Shaffer by February
23.

In preparation for Mater Dei Council’s annual Anniversary
Dinner, Grand Knight Bill Shaffer is looking for photographs
of past council events and key council leaders. Of particular
interest are photos of Past Grand Knights. The Grand Knight
would like to make these photos a centerpiece to the celebra-
tion allowing the newer members to gain a fuller understand-
ing of the important traditions of the council and members
with more seniority to remember with fondness the comrades
that have gone on to their reward.

Photos are needed by the end of February and should be sent
to Grand Knight Shaffer at 11813 Hayfield Ct., Potomac, MD
20854 or billshaffer kofc@verizon.net. Original hardcopies
will be preserved intact and returned to the owner. An ac-
companying description of the scene and persons in the photo
would be greatly appreciated and is essential.
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Collection for Intellectually
Disabled Youngsters.
Final Tally Over $14,000!

Mater Dei members can feel good
over a job well done! A huge portion
of our Knights shared in this year’s
effort; certainly a record number, and
probably also a record in terms of
hours of time contributed per-
volunteer.

The campaign began early this year,
with several Knights collecting in
two-to-four-hour time-shifts out of a
booth at the Montgomery County
Fair, where passer-by contributors got
their choice; either ice-cold bottled
water, or a Tootsie Roll. Then, Octo-
ber/November, there were the tradi-
tional curbside collections at local
super-stores, with donors receiving a
free Tootsie Roll, and Knights gener-
ally doing one or more two-hour pre-
arranged time-slots. This year’s final
for Mater Dei, as of December 15,
was $14,336, which turned out to be
about 25% of the total take by all of

Annual Tootsie Roll Dinner
to be held on February 9

The Tootsie Roll Dinner will be held
on Saturday February 9 in the Trum-
pet Room beginning at 6 pm. This is
a truly gala event at which all the
councils in Montgomery County dis-
tribute the funds collected during the
Tootsie Roll Campaign to many wor-

February 2008

the County’s 16 Councils!

The campaign itself is always a fun
time for us; lots of neighborly ex-
changes with contributors, and with
many of the other passers-by as well;
plus a nice opportunity for taking time
for fellowship and making new ac-
quaintances among fellow Knights.
There’s NO in-your-face, high-
pressure stuff with the public, but no
mistake, we speak loudly with a big
smile - - we let folks know we’re
there, and that we’re proud of the ser-
vice we’re doing!

But each year’s follow-up dinner is
fun, too. This is where we, along with
reps from the other Councils, actually
announce the awardees and get to hear
from them many first-hand accounts of
how the funds are used, often citing
specific, touching examples of the
children who actually benefit. This
year, on February 9, our own Mater
Dei Council acts a host for the event;
21 different therapeutic-help organiza-
tions of Montgomery County will be
awarded a total of nearly $50,000.

thy local organizations that help indi-
viduals with intellectual disabilities.
Representatives from the honored or-
ganizations will be on hand to receive
their awards from their council spon-
SOr.

If you participated in the Tootsie Roll
Campaign this is an excellent chance
to see the fruition of all your hard
work. All are invited to this special

Knights Of Columbus

This event is not for officers only; any
interested Knight is welcome, and apt
to have a very heart-warming experi-
ence.

Mater Dei officers in particular are
much involved in helping at the Dis-
trict level to continually improve this
yearly program for intellectually dis-
abled children. This year, while serv-
ing as chairman of the Montgomery
County Councils of the Knights of
Columbus, our Grand Knight Bill
Shaffer arranged for Mater Dei PGK
Bob Fontana to set up a website
(http://mysite.verizon.net/rjdsf11403/
TootsieRoll/) for use in coordinating
the selection activity, and was respon-
sible for sending out solicitation let-
ters to all the charities listed on the
website, receiving the proposals, post-
ing them on the site for all the Grand
Knights to review, hosting the selec-
tion meeting, coordinating with the
State Council to prepare the award
vouchers, and finally, sending dinner-
invitation letters to the awardees.

event. The cost will be $20 per per-
son and will be collected at the door.
Please come and be inspired by the
stories of how your simple labor has
helped those less fortunate. If you
plan on attending please RSVP the
Grand Knight and Chair for the Toot-
sie Roll Dinner, Bill Shaffer (301)
762-1735.

Knights of Columbus dignitaries at last year's Tootsie Roll Dinner
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' Lecture on AoS on February 28

: ——

Msgr. John Fitzgerald will be our guest lecturer
for our February 28 social meeting. Msgr. Fitz-
| gerald is the Director of Apostleship to the Sea
— [AOS] for the Archdiocese of Baltimore. The
mission of the AOS is “fo reach out to seafarers,
fishers, their families and all who work or travel
on the high seas”. Around the world, the AOS
“assists seafarers’ to meet their basic needs: a
safe work environment, a just contract, a safe
haven while in port, spiritual renewal, communi-
s cation with loved ones back home, a few hours of
recreation and a genuine welcome.”

—— Msgr. Fitzgerald holds a Ph.D. in Psychology
Above:Moensignor John FitzGerald and and the rank Of Captaln Chaplaln Corps U.S.
Wabampmosih N 2 vy (rct.). He is a very inspirational speaker.

visiting mariners. The center recei
new headquarters following a winte

NS bl The lecture will begin at 8 pm and be held in our
,.OMQJI‘n_ds, anq' the center offers spi . .

AR S B AR 2 el meeting space in the DCC. All are welcomed to
Free Throw competed, and winners attend (e.g. wives, family, and friends). Refresh-
were declared in all five ments will be served.
he  C | all age groups from ages 10
T .
cor?ducte(()iunci}[s ;L(l)%%essFreZ thr01}13gh hl 4. Ig/ln?n}}l] thgr,lkli Brother Knights interested in volunteering
Throw competition at the ;0 . 1r{9t eil{ J I%g ts TIC for the District 18 competition - scheduled at

: asmsi, 1o ate, lom Heights School on Friday February 22
Heights School on Wednes- [ uxner. Dave Minarich
day January 16. As has  Apdr ’ O'Lone for r, from 3:30 pm - 6:30 pm should contact the

ew one 1ot SCor- yoyth Program Director. The State Finals are

b

Championship

been the practice in past jng the 1,500 some foul

years, students in the lower ghots, and special thanks scheduled for March 16.
grades  were required t o Brother Knight Don  Vivat Jesus

participate while the older Novotny who supplied John Li

students did so on a volun- the artful camera work. Youth Program
tary basis. 102  students
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"Letter for life” Campaign

A letter campaign urging Mary-
land State lawmakers to provide
funding for alternatives to abor-
tion is being funded by the Mary-
land Catholic Conference (MCC)
and supported by the KofC and
Catholic parishes throughout the
state.

The bill - “The Pregnant Woman
Support Act” - would enable non-
profit organizations to receive
state aid as they provide counsel-
ing, referrals and other assistance
to women facing crisis pregnan-
cies.

Anyone can support this bill as it

is outside of the abortion debate.
It is about assisting pregnant
women in need.

The MCC with the help of the
KofC as a statewide goal of
100,000 letters. The letters are
pre-written and parishioners need
only sign their names and ad-
dresses.

Right now 150 churches have
signed up to have parishioners
sign letters after mass. Our coor-
dinators are Pat Degraba PGK
(St. Raphael) and Wilsie Adams
PGK (Our Lady of Mercy).

Fraternal Benefits

If you are between the age of 60
and 75 - why would you need in-
surance protection?

Let me suggest a few reasons why
many Brother Knights in this age
bracket utilize our protection:

1. You are currently receiving a
pension. If you die - your wife
only gets 50-60% of your pension
- if any.

2. The group life insurance you
once had is decreasing. You will
lose either a majority of it - or all
of it.

3. Your wife could outlive you
and she will need money to pay
for her care in the future. Long
term health care and nursing
home horror stories are common-
place - don't let this happen to
your bride.

4. To provide a tax-free infusion
of money to your wife or your
estate to handle funeral costs,
debts, bills and medical expenses.

Also, attorney's fees, probate
costs and any taxes due.

5. Self respect - insurance allows
a man to leave this world without
any debt and better yet -the abil-
ity to leave someone else better
off.

PS. Ask me about the Knights of
Columbus newest Fraternal
Benefit... Accelerated Benefit
Option.

Call me today - don't delay

Fraternally,

Rick Morin, FICF/LUTCF
Your K of C Insurance Agent
301-384-7627

The Blue Mantle

“Apart from me
you can do nothing"”
(IJn 15:5)

With regard to the fear about
whether or not I was in the state of
grace, the Lord told me: “Daughter,
light is very different from darkness.
I am faithful. Nobody will be lost
unknowingly. They who find secu-
rity in spiritual favors will be deceived.
True security is the testimony of a
good conscience. But people should
not think that through their own
efforts they can be in light or that
they can do anything to prevent the
night, because these states depend upon
my grace. The best help for holding
on to the light is to understand
that you can do nothing and that
it comes from me. For even
though you may be in light, at the
moment I withdraw, the night will come.
This is true humility: to know

what you can do and what I can
do...”

In explaining the nature of un-
ion to me, he said: “Don't think,
daughter, that union lies in being
very close to me. For those, too, who
offend me are close, although they
may not want to be. Neither does
it consist in favors and consolations
in prayer, even though these may
reach a very sublime degree.
Though these favors may come from
me, they are often a means for win-
ning souls, even souls that are not
in the state of grace.”

Saint Teresa (7 1582),
Doctor of the Church,
reformed the Carmelite Order.
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Patrick DeGraba, PGK, 301-279-2879

pdegraba@comcast.net
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Schedule of Events: February - March '08

Tue Feb 5
Tue Feb 5
Wed Feb 6
Thu Feb 7
Fri Feb 8
Sat Feb 9
Tue Feb 12
Thu Feb 14
Thu Feb 28
Tue Mar 4
Sat Mar 8

Mr. D and DJ, 6:30pm, Trumpet
Executive Meeting, 7:30pm, DCC
Ash Wednesday (fast, abstin.)
2nd Degree, 7:30pm, Trumpet
3rd Degree, 7:30pm, Rock Creek

Tootsie Roll Dinner, 6pm, Trumpet

GAS Planning, 7:30pm, DCC
Business Meeting, 8pm, DCC
Msgr. John Fitzgerald, 8pm, DCC
Executive Meeting, 7:30pm, DCC

Anniversary Dinner, 6pm, Trumpet :

Thu Mar 13 Business Meeting, 8pm, DCC
Sun Mar 23 Easter

Mar 27-28
Sat Mar 29

Garage-to-Attic set up (2 days)
Garage-to-Attic Sale
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“He descended into hell.”

“The Blue Mantle” is a publication of Knights of Columbus, Mater Dei Council No. 9774, Rockville, MD.
It is an unofficial publication and does not represent official opinion of the Knights of Columbus. It is published monthly.
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