Improv on the 12 Bar Blues progression
We will be playing a Blues in the key of Bb concert.

This means that each instrument  needs to transpose the chords so they are correct for your instrument.
Here is the most basic chord progression for the Bb Blues:


Bb Blues for Concert Pitch instruments:



Bb7 / / /   Bb7 / / /   Bb7 / / /   Bb7 / / / 



Eb7 / / /  Eb7 / / /   Bb7 / / /     Bb7 / / / 



F7 / / /    F7 / / /     Bb7 / / /    Bb7 / / / 


Bb Blues transposed for Bb Instruments:



C7 / / /   C7 / / /    C7 / / /   C7 / / /



F7 / / /    F7 / / /    C7 / / /   C7 / / /



G7 / / /   G7 / / /    C7 / / /   C7 / / /


Bb Blues transposed for Eb Instruments:



G7 / / /   G7 / / /   G7 / / /   G7 / / / 



C7 / / /   C7 / / /   G7 / / /   G7 / / /



D7 / / /   D7 / / /   G7 / / /   G7 / / /

(This is one simple version of a chord progression for which there are many  variations)


Play the Mp3 of Bb Blues found on the Improvisation page and play along. I suggest going step by step, slowly adding notes so that you are comfortable with hearing and feeling the changes before trying to play too much.
· RHYTHM IS KING!

· ALWAYS SWING 

· DON’T OVERPLAY

First you need to learn the chord tones of each chord you will play over. 
1) Get comfortable playing only the ROOT of each Chord.


(ie. Bb on the Bb7 chord, Eb on the Eb7 chord, etc.)

DON’T skip this step! Play with different rhythms, but become familiar with when the chords change.

DON’T SKIP THIS!
2) Play ROOT and Major THIRD of each chord (the 3rd note in the major scale starting on each Root) 
Bb – D

Eb – G

F – A

G – B

C – E

D – F# 
YOU NEED TO LEARN THESE CHORDS UP AND DOWN!
3) Add the 5th of each chord.


Bb – D – F;  

Eb – G – Bb

F – A – C

G – B – D

C – E – G

D – F# - A 

DON’T EVEN THINK ABOUT SKIPPING THIS!

4) Play the complete 7th chord for each measure (called a Dominant 7th chord; a MAJOR TRIAD [1-3-5] plus a flatted 7th degree. Take the 7th note of that major scale and drop it a half step.)

Bb – D – F – Ab


Eb – G – Bb – Db

F – A – C – Eb 

G – B – D – F 

C – E – G – Bb 

D – F# - A – C 

GOOD JOB!

Now it’s time to add some non-chord tones to your solo
Without non-chord tones, your solo will sound like an exercise. You are telling a story with your horn, so you need some interesting details. 

1) Play the ROOT to the 2nd  and back to the ROOT for each chord (a whole step above the root  [like the second note of a major scale]) 

Bb – C – Bb

Eb – F – Eb

F – G – F

G – A – G

C – D – C

D – E – D

2) Play  3rd – 4th – 3rd  above the root of each chord

D – Eb – D


G – Ab – G


A – Bb – A


B – C – B


E – Eb – E


F# - G – F#

3) Play the FLAT 3rd to the MAJOR 3rd for each chord

(Bb) Db – D

(Eb) Gb – G
(F)   Ab – A

(G)   Bb – B 

(C) Eb – E 

(D)   F – F#     
THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT INTERVAL IN PLAYING BLUES

GET COMFORTABLE WITH IT

IT’S YOUR FRIEND

4) Now try FLAT 3 – MAJOR 3 – ROOT for each chord

VERY COOL

