4th Grade Band Instrument Lessons
Murray Avenue School

Dear 4th Grade Band Student and Guardians,

Welcome to the Murray Avenue School Band program! Group instrument lessons are part of the regular school curriculum and take place during the “Specials Class” (2:18 – 3:03 PM) once in every 6 day cycle. Specials days rotate, so instrument lessons will not occur on the same day two weeks in a row. Each student will get a lesson calendar to help you remember which day it is: A, B, C, D, E or F. If an entire school day is cancelled, all Specials days will shift back one day so that no group will miss their lesson for that cycle. The lesson calendar can also be viewed and downloaded at: http://www.geocities.com/masmusic2551/index.html.
To get started, you will need a few things.

· Instrument – you may provide your own instrument or lease one from Music & Arts Centers (see instrument rental form). Instruments leased from Music and Arts will be delivered to the school a week or two after the form is mailed in, so mail it in as soon as possible. Please be sure to clearly mark your instrument case with some sort of name tag. If you are providing an instrument from another source, be sure it’s in good condition. 
· Music Book – The book we use is the Essential Elements 2000 - Book 1. You will need to buy this book, which can be ordered on the Music & Arts Centers rental form. Your book must be labeled with your name on the cover.
· Music Stand – A music stand is recommended for home practice. This is an optional purchase which encourages good playing posture. You will not need to bring your music stand to school.
· Pencil – This helps to write assignments and suggestions in your book.
Once you get your instrument, bring it to school on your lesson day. Place it in the band instrument storage shelves upon arrival at school. Leave it there until your lesson time, which will normally be during last period. After your lesson, take your instrument home so you can practice for the next week’s lesson. 
During the group lesson, all students are expected to be present with their instrument, lesson book, pencil and a cooperative attitude. 

COMMITMENT

Playing a musical instrument can be exciting and fun. Unlike other “Specials Classes” there will be homework every week! Your child’s degree of success is directly related to the effort which they devote to their instrument.  
Practicing at home is the only sure recipe for success!
· Your goal should be to practice at least 6 days between lessons for 15 minutes each, giving a total of 90 minutes of home practice on each week’s lesson. You will need to keep track of your home practicing by filling in the Practice Record which will be distributed at each week’s lesson. Write the number of minutes that you play in the box for each day.
All students who take group lessons in school are also expected to participate in the school band. The 4th Grade Band performance will be at the Spring Concert on May 8th. Rehearsals will be during the school day, during Specials class. 
If you ever have a problem with your instrument, bring it to school any time, and we can check it over. Many problems can be fixed by us. Big problems should be handled by a professional repairman. We recommend Music And Arts Centers. They repair their leased instruments free of charge.

We have included a lot of information here. This is why we also have a Music Department website. Please check it out by following the “MUSIC” link on the Murray Avenue School website. There, you can click to send us emails, too.
Once again, welcome aboard!
Mr. Champion        dchampion@lmtsd.org
Mr. Hutchings

Murray Avenue School Band Staff
