Ji, Mary

8East, Humanities

January 26, 2003

Child Labor


We could solve the problem of child labor. Many children work in unsafe factories for less than a dollar without getting any education because they were just too poor to pay the school fees, and they just don’t have the proper materials. Child labor should be prevented because children are located right in the center of the problem, not the solution. They are doing the harsh laboring work just to support their families, because the wages were extremely low even though the amount of effort was immense. The powerful struggle between the work and the family is very intense because many times, everyone’s saving won’t be able to pay off debuts so family members must give away a child to slavery. Child labor in other words was just like slavery because children didn’t get freedom to do what they wanted to do, its all work and no play for them. Many children didn’t and weren’t even allowed to take a breather because the job’s intended for them to breathe in fuse that’s sinister for their health.


Child labor was unhealthy because children work in factories near dangerous machinery and breath in dust. It’s dangerous because children could lose fingers, arms, and legs and even get scalped by the sharp edges of the ravenous machinery. Child labor means children getting poorly paid even though they worked tremendously hard. The reason children is slaving away at the forceful labor is to help out the family. Most family couldn’t even be able to have dinner because the wages combined weren’t enough and the family’s incomes were just too low. Even if the whole family works, the total earnings wouldn’t be able to feed them. Through the poor struggling times, everyone in the family works, even the sick, old and young. They all needed to chip in with their poorly deserved wages to feed each other. Children get up from the dawn to midnight, and some even later because they are too starved to work fast enough, and if they didn’t’ work fast, they would get whipped or beaten down. Child labor was harsh and not well paid, many of the children weren’t allowed to go to school, and even if they were lucky to get into school, their owners would pull them out and put them back to slaving away at the cold hard machines.


Many of the children in that society doesn’t even know what school are like, what the ideas and concept school is formed. Many haven’t even heard of the word school because they were too busy slaving away to the owners, throwing their freedom, and not one person every stand up to fight against it, but their was one activist who was twelve who changed the way of what we mean by child labor. Iqbal Masin from Pakistan changed forever what we mean, traveling the world campaigning to end child labor for good and spreading real ideas of what it means to be a child suffering. Thousands of children were freed because of Iqbal and many industries had been shut down because of one kid’s brave act toward the injustice of child labor. He made a difference and changed the way we think about child labor. Many people don’t see what child labor really is, they just think that it is a company or such which hires children and treat them fairly with equality. But they really aren’t instead it is all the opposite of such a thought, the children’s weren’t treated fairly because they get beaten and they couldn’t do anything about it, they can’t even cry out. The fear and thought of their work is all they can handle.

Putting campaigns out to stop labor and protest to the government in passing laws to stop the massive child labor production could solve child labor. Changing the way the government views this issue is most important because they are the ones who decide if a law is necessary or not. Child labor have many harsh photos and memories of the way children were treated, and putting these out on letters to the government would show them that child labor is very dangerous and should not continue. There are many countries trying to prevent child labor, but it isn’t showing success because many of the people and government want it to continue because child have very fingers to do work that adults couldn’t do. Sending letters show concern for this horrifying issue laying over children’s soul and mind. Many industries think that children make the perfect workers because of their size, what happens if they grow older year by year, will they ever stop to think about what happens if their aren’t any more children to slave over? You may think that this would never happen to you, but if you were in countries still using children such as Pakistan, you would need to work; there is no festivity or enjoyment in doing slave work for contemptible people.


Child labor would be stopped if we stop buying products made by children; it’s not as if we can’t survive without a few accessories. If we stop their profit from flowing in, that might change their way of using children. Child labor is a mass production of children working dawn to night, but what happens if there aren’t any children wanting to work for such a low cause. Working for them to get those rich and them getting poorer. Many children don’t know that they are being cheated out of their real wages. Children start laboring at a very young age. Some even get sold off by their parents to pay off a debut for less than $16. Child labor is still happening if you didn’t know if countries that are well populated with many children, but have a poor economy, those are the kinds of countries where you will still find children enslaving to the vile owners. Children are dependable, that’s what many industries think of them, and most of them don’t even think that can think for themselves because they working in sickly conditions for pay less than a dollar a day. What happens if they work for a year, they would not even earn up to a comparable amount to what the owners earn. Shouldn’t they get the profit, not the vile owners? Even mean people have to earn a living right? Well if they wanted to earn money shouldn’t they work themselves and not depend on the children for all their support, if they had any. Children are cheaply paid and if they decide to escape for freedom, they would be shackled up, preventing them from moving around. You can prevent child labor by writing letters to countries till using children for labor work and express your true emotions and feeling about the situation to their face. Campaign against labor for freedom and for justice of children.

