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Message from Area 18 President
Hello and welcome back Area 18! First of all I want to congratulate you on the smooth transition as our boundaries changed last year.  We got the ball rolling and I can say it has not stopped!  I have had the opportunity to meet many nice people in our area and it’s exciting to know we have some great talented and experienced leaders.  

I hope you have had a great summer and that all is going well with you and your families as we prepare for the 2007-2008 school year.  With school starting in just a few weeks, I know many of you have met and are planning what I’m sure will be a great year for your membership.  Best of luck with all your PTA projects!!
Our area board has been working non stop over the summer; I am so excited to be a part of this great team!  Please take the time to read this newsletter and get to know your area board and all that they are doing.

I am delighted to welcome our new Council Presidents; Victor Claude, Red Oak; Cindy Smith, Mansfield; and Katrina Jones, Grand Prairie.  Also, a big welcome to our new charter in Arlington, Anderson Elementary and newly organized PTAs at Legacy HS in Mansfield, Moseley Elementary in Grand Prairie, and McCowan Middle School in DeSoto.  

I attended Summer Leadership Seminar in July.  This time around, I saw SLS in a different way!  WOW, what an experience.  Our state board and staff are awesome in all they do for us.  If you did not attend SLS, please look forward to other workshop/LOT training opportunities in our area. 

We would love to hear from you and the great things you are doing in your council and local units.  If you would like to share your successes, you can send your stories and or photos to Hollie Arnold’s email at Hollie.Arnold@fortworthgov.org and to our webmaster, Helen Stewart, at webmaster@Area18PTA.org
Let’s keep that ball rolling for Our Area ~ Our Families,

Jeanette Duron, Area 18 President

A Message from 

Becky Reynolds, Region IV VP
Hello Area 18!! My name is Becky Reynolds and I’m your Region VP. It just so happens that Area 18 is my home area. I live in Arlington and am proud to be in such an awesome area. I know everyone is getting ready for the beginning of the 2007-2008 school year. Even though we have a later start this year, it still seems like the summer went by way too fast.
I hope that everyone who attended Summer Leadership Seminar had a great time. Hopefully you came home with some knowledge and friends that you didn’t have when you arrived. We want you to enjoy the experience while still gaining knowledge and experience that will help you to be successful PTA members in your own communities. Texas PTA debuted our new Member Benefits Cards at SLS. We received lots of positive feedback. This can be a great tool for our PTAs.
We tried some new things at SLS and hope that you enjoyed them all. I’d love to hear your feedback on “Fun in the Sun,” “PTA Live,” and any other highlights of your SLS experience. Don’t hesitate to share your experience and knowledge.

Enjoy the remainder of your summer, be safe in any travels and get off to a great start to the new school year. I have had the privilege of meeting many of you, but hope to meet many more in the coming months. Utilize the resources that Texas PTA has provided for you. With a network of caring and supportive members, we have every opportunity to be the most successful area in Texas.

Talk to you soon,

Becky Reynolds

Texas PTA Region IV VP

Brey57@yahoo.com
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Mike Moseley Elementary PTA, Grand Prairie

Alyssa Wright, President

Legacy High School, Mansfield

McCowan Middle School, DeSoto

And

Charter Anderson Elementary, Arlington
News from Paula Conrad 
Parliamentarian

A parliamentarian should have a fair and impartial mind and attitude, as well as knowledge of parliamentary procedure. A parliamentarian in PTA, whether he/she serves at the Local, Council or Area PTA level, should have a fundamental knowledge of the Mission, Purposes, and policies of the PTA.

The major duties of the parliamentarian are:
• Present a Plan of Work to the executive board for approval.

• Maintain a procedure book which includes information on activities, programs, contacts, communications, statistics and budget information.

• Advise the presiding officer on parliamentary law and matters of procedure, when requested.

• Sit near the presiding officer for easy consultation. The parliamentarian does not vote on any question except in the case of a ballot vote.

• When something is being done out of order, write a few words on a piece of paper and quietly place the note on the presiding officer’s desk or rostrum.

• The presiding officer may call on the parliamentarian for advice at any time. Only upon the presiding officer’s request may the parliamentarian explain a parliamentary point to the assembly. Members desiring parliamentary information should make their requests to and through the presiding officer.

• The Chair alone has the power to make decisions or rule on a point of order. Thus, after the parliamentarian has given his advice, the presiding officer must make the ruling to the assembly; he is not obliged to follow the recommendation of the parliamentarian.

• Only the minimum amount of parliamentary procedure is necessary to assure democratic rule.

• Be thoroughly familiar with the bylaws and standing rules (if any) of the group that he serves. He should have on hand at every meeting the following:

· copy of Local PTA’s bylaws and standing rules (if any); and

· copy of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised.

• Pass procedure book to successor.

For more information on parliamentarian procedure and bylaws check out p.30 of the Texas PTA Handbook, Guidelines for Officers, Chairmen, & Principals (available on-line at www.txpta.org) and pages  41-45 of the PTA President’s Quick Reference Guide (available on line at www.pta.org).
News from Red Oak
Council of PTAs
Victor Claude
President

The 2007 – 2008 school year promises to be an exciting and invigorating year! Red Oak is growing by leaps and bounds and the parents and teachers of Red Oak ISD are working together to meet the challenges of a growing district. We begin this year by welcoming our new superintendent, Scott Niven. He comes to us from east Texas ready to lead us through one of the most ambitious growth periods our district has ever seen. We’re confident that with his partnership, Red Oak will soar to new heights.

As part of the theme of change this year, our council will be going through a name change. Our council will kick the year off the right way with our orientation on August 30th at 6:00 pm with Jeanette Duron at the Red Oak Elementary. Our name will change from the Ellis County Council of PTAs to the Red Oak Council of PTAs to better reflect our focus on our community and making it a great place to live. As we experience growth, we could have only dreamed of a few years ago, we will work hard to strengthen the family bonds and friendship between each of our schools.  Let’s Roll!!!

News from Beth Light

AFSR, #2 (CISD / DISD / MISD)

Hi. My name is Beth Light and I am the Area 18 Field Service Representative. I live in Mansfield and have been involved in PTA for 8 years. During that time, I have been a local unit president, Council president and held many other board positions. I look forward to meeting everyone in the different areas and if I can be of any help, please contact me at bethden@charter.net. 
News from Grand Prairie 

Council of PTAs

Katrina Jones
President

What a Summer! We have been working non stop here in Grand Prairie to make sure our local units are getting the information they need to start the school year off with a bang. Many of them attended SLS in Austin for continued training as well as many first time attendees. We were certainly proud to see how many from Grand Prairie made the trip to Austin for training that they need for their positions in PTA. Among those that attended, we had six council members and two officers of our new PTA at Mike Moseley Elementary. Besides training, our council board has been very busy meeting with new principals, the new superintendent for our ISD, local units that were in need of help, planning for the coming year, working on the new council website and many more things.
We are off to a great start this year and hope that the trend continues as we head into a pivotal year for our school district. I would like to thank the ladies that are serving this year with me on the GPISD Council of PTAs board:

Ame Pratt, Vice President & Legislative Chair

Jeri Fischer, Parliamentarian & Community Liaison

Maggie Wolters, Newsletter Chair

Paula Wood, Secretary

Jayme Tacker, Membership Chair

Alicia Furtick, Website

Susan Kemp, Treasurer

Elsa Tarrango, Arts in Education Chair

Lynn Nutt, Senior Scholarships

Wanda Jackson, Historian

Jamie Murray, Environmental Chair

Dawn Arnold, Project Graduation

We hope that your council has a successful PTA year. Please check out our NEW Council website at www.gpisd.txpta.org for all of the things we have going on in the great city of Grand Prairie!
News from Duncanville Council of PTAs

Brandon Sturman
President
Duncanville is proud to announce the arrival of our new superintendent, Dr. Alfred Ray. We are excited to work with him with the experience that he brings to Duncanville.

This summer has gone by fast but there were several of our local PTAs represented at Summer Leadership Seminar. They are sure to share some of their exciting discoveries at our first meeting. We are also looking forward to starting something new this year. Our very own Carla Fahey is going to help the council by providing training sessions. These will be held at the local campuses and also at the Duncanville Education Center. Our hope is that a well trained PTA will bring in more PTA members and benefit parents and students alike.

News from Cedar Hill Council of PTAs
Angela Trevino
President
We are gearing up for the 2007-2008 school year with a new found level of enthusiasm! 
We are proud and excited to welcome our new Superintendent, Mr. Horace Williams from Diboll ISD. I met with Mr. Williams right away and learned he is a passionate PTA advocate that believes parental and community involvement is one of the keys to the success of every student.
Mr. Williams, along with Dr. Homer Carter, Assistant Superintendent are ready to lead our district to a new level of becoming a “World Class Educational System!” Under their leadership we are headed in new direction, a Northbound Train, as Mr. Williams states. We have hopped on board and are eager to partner with our parents and community members to become more involved in the education of our children! 
We are looking forward to meeting with Jeanette Duron, Area 18 President, on August 23rd for our Council training and are excited to host the September 29th Area 18 Workshop at our new, beautiful Ninth Grade Center.
I want to thank the Council board members for the 2007-2008 school year. They are a group of hardworking, dedicated and fun loving individuals…this is going to be a great year for Cedar Hill ISD!
Helen Stewart-1st VP of Programs/Communications
Connie Turner- 3rd VP Arts in Education
Jean Barnett- Parliamentarian
Secretary- Mary Sherrill
Treasurer- Chris Bahr 
News from Arlington Council of PTAs

It was a busy summer for PTA at Arlington ISD.  Our Council was well represented in Austin this July.  I know that our Executive Board members came back ready to share and implement what they learned from the informative workshops, just as I’m sure our local units did.  

Council’s annual Presidents and Principals Luncheon was August 8th.  We shared with the local presidents lots of information to help plan out the year.  It always proves to be an awesome way to kick off a great new school year.  We’ll be starting the school year with Operation Clothes Touch and our annual Celebration of Freedom run.

Here’s looking forward to another great year for all of us!  

Vickie Hill, Interim President

Arlington ISD Council of PTAs

News from Kennedale High School PTA

Lori Glovier
President
Kennedale High School’s PTA Scholarship Auction/Chili Supper will be held on Saturday, October 20th. Last year’s auction was able to provide scholarships for 57 Kennedale High School Seniors. We expect this year to be an even bigger year!!! We are now collecting donations for the auction. This is not a garage sale, but an auction of donated new items from local businesses and families. There is a silent auction and a live auction portion. Anyone wishing to make a donation of any kind please contact Kelley Hunt at 817/714-4316.

News from Barb McAllister
Area 18 Historian

Another year of fun school and PTA activities is about to begin and you don’t want to miss a minute of it! So get those cameras and folders ready to start keeping a record of your group’s work this year. Please check over the Historian Book Guidelines sheet that is included in this newsletter and make sure that you are familiar with the requirements. Then, just keep collecting your information and have it ready to put your book together for judging next spring at the Area 18 Spring Conference (date to be announced later).
A copy of the Historian guidelines can also be found on the Area 18 website:  www.Area18PTA.org
News from Helen Stewart
Area 18 Webmaster…

Area 18 PTA Website is now up and running!  We now have our very own website where you can find all of the contact information for Area 18 PTA officers, deadline information for awards, links to other PTAs from "Our Area ~ Our Families". Be sure to check often for Area PTA news and events - www.Area18PTA.org.
If you would like your Council or Local Unit PTA website link posted, just fill out the form on the website or email webmaster@Area18PTA.org.

News from Our Arts in Education Chairman
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“I Can Make a Difference By…”
Welcome Back! It’s time to start planning for 2007-2008 Reflections Art Program. We are so excited about the theme for this year’s Reflections Program, “I Can Make a Difference By…” This theme will encourage students to explore their thoughts and feelings while learning to express themselves in a specific art form. Students in preschool through grade 12 are encouraged to create and submit works of art in the following categories: literature, musical composition, photography, the visual arts, dance choreography, and film/video.
Students are invited to participate in the program by creating art that interprets the annual theme. These art creations are then submitted to the local sponsoring PTA or PTSA. Participation is organized by school grade. Grade divisions are: Primary (preschool – grade 2); Intermediate (grades 3 – 5); Middle/Junior (grades 6 – 8); and Senior (Grades 9 – 12).

Now is the time to start contacting your local community artists, choreographers, film directors, museum directors, collectors and/or anyone else who has a strong art background to establish your judging panel for art entries. Speak with your principals and teacher team leaders about ways to incorporate this theme into the curriculum. Many times art and literature teachers are willing to incorporate the theme into their lesson plans if given sufficient notice.

The established deadlines for Reflections entries are as follows:

October 31 - Entries due to Local level for judging

November 30 - Advancing Local entries to Council Level

January 2 - Advancing Council entries to Area Level

Area level judging for advancement to state level will take place during January. We look forward to receiving incredible works of art from our Councils and Locals.

If additional information is needed, please visit the Texas PTA website at www.txpta.org for a list of frequently asked questions or you may contact Crystal Owens at 214/450-0212.
News from Secora Martinez
Area 18 Awards Chair

The criteria based on judging system for Awards, utilized last year, will continue to be honored for the 2007-2008 school year.

Please refer to the Awards and Scholarship link for TIPS that indicate how to apply for Special Recognition/Honors and Awards on the Texas PTA website: www.txpta.org.

In addition, we are proposing to implement special awards for the Area only. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please submit them to me via email at secoramartinez@tx.rr.com.

Thanks and have a successful school year.
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The 2007 Texas PTA Membership Theme is "Passport To Achievement".
Membership Activity Kit

Training Corner: Train in Pajamas with E-Learning
Here’s a great idea to bring your new members, new board members, and veteran PTA members up to speed on PTA! Encourage them to take a PTA E-Learning course!

Ask your members to complete a course before your next PTA meeting. The username and password is on their membership card. At the end of the course participants will receive a certificate of completion. Ask your PTA members to print and bring that certificate to the next PTA meeting to receive a gift of their choosing.

Not only will your PTA members receive great training and feel informed about PTA, but they can do it when they have time, in their pajamas, if they want. PTA members can log on 24 hours a day.

Leadership Development courses include: PTA Basics, Conflict Management, Effective Advocacy for Your Child, Grant Writing, Parliamentary Procedure, Planning and Goal Setting, Planning your PTA Year, Running a Successful Program, and Writing and Proposing PTA resolutions.
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Area 18 Fall Workshops and Leader Orientation Training

Saturday, September 29, 2007

Cedar Hill ISD Ninth Grade Center
1515 W. Beltline Rd. Cedar Hill 75104
	Registration & Hospitality
	8:30 am – 9:00 am

	
	

	Workshops
	9:00 am – 12:00 noon

	Session 1
	9:00 am - 9:55 am

	Session 2
	10:00 am – 10:55 am

	Session 3
	11:00 am – 11:55 am

	Lunch
	

	Leader Orientation Training on-sight Registration
	12:30 pm -12:45 pm

	Leader Orientation Training
	1:00 pm – 3:00 pm


   Updated information and a list of workshops and presenters coming soon to our website.


More News from Arlington Council of PTAs

I’m happy to announce the 6th annual Celebration of Freedom Run, sponsored by the AISD Council of PTAs for the benefit of all students in our district. Our race is set for Saturday, October 27th and will begin in front of the AISD Administration Building.

In the year after 9/11, our organization wanted to find a way to celebrate living in this country and illustrate to our children how lucky we are to have our freedom. AISD and the country as a whole also are grappling with the rise of childhood obesity and diabetes. This 1 mile Fun Run and 5K timed event are great ways to get everyone involved and get our kids off the couch! Our event has grown every year, and with your help, this year’s event will be the best yet!

You can help ensure the success of our event in several ways:

Promotion:  Promote the event through your school newsletter, web site, daily announcements, marquee and posters. Make sure your PE teachers talk up the run during class. Race registration forms will be available at the Council general meeting September 6th and online @aisd.net or the Runner 3535 W. Pioneer Pkwy.  Race Registration deadline is October 12th although on-site registration will be available on race day. (shirt not guaranteed)

Team:  Organize a school team, recruit a team captain (teacher or student) and encourage students, parents, faculty and staff members to participate. All team registration forms and money must be turned in together.  Awards will be given to the three schools with the most participants.

School Spirit Items:  We’ll award door prizes throughout the event and are looking for suitable items. In past years, schools have put together baskets of entertainment items (movie tickets, popcorn, candy) or spa items (lotions, hair products) and tagged them “Compliments of _____ school.”  Whatever you can provide will be welcomed, and we can combine donations, if necessary. This is a great way to show off your school’s creativity!

Volunteers:  Recruit 2 volunteers from your school to help on race day. Email their names, phone numbers, and email addresses to me Cindy Stewart so I can schedule them for the day (csunflower@tx.rr.net)

We’re excited about this year’s event and challenge each of you to participate in some way—walk the Fun run, run the 5K or cheer others on!

We’ll see you October 27th!

Cindy Stewart

Chair, Celebration of Freedom Run

Celebration of Freedom Fun Run Registration form available online at 
www.Area18PTA.org.

Council and Independent Units

History Record Book/Scrapbook Requirements

2007 - 2008

The following are the required elements for the History Record book/Scrapbook entries.  The books should be arranged month by month as activities occur.  The books should cover the fiscal year with consideration of including material from the installation of officers.  Please mark any blank pages with the upcoming event it is set aside for.  “PTA” is a registered trademark and should not have periods or hyphens.

I. General Appearance (15%)

The History book/Scrapbook must include the following information in the exact order listed below.  They should be neat, attractive, legible, and record the yearly events of the council/independent unit.  The cover should be of a durable material approximately 12” X 12” and may be purchased through TXPTA.  A main theme must be carried throughout the book.  (15%)

II. Contents (85%)

A. Outside Cover (15%)

1. Name of Council PTA (3%)

2. Town and State (3%)

3. Area Eighteen (18) (3%)

4. Texas Congress of Parents and Teachers (3%)

5. Year (2007-2008) (3%)

B. Title Page (15%)

1. Name of Council PTA (3%)

2. Council Street Address, Town and State (3%)

3. Area Eighteen (18) (3%)

4. Year (2007-2008) (3%)

5. Name and address of preparer in bottom right hand corner (3%)

C. Following Pages (55%)

1. First numbered page is the Table of Contents (5%)

2. List by name and picture the council/independent unit board members (5%)

3. Number of local units in council and names (5%) independents N/A

4. Begin month to month activities (30%)

5. Be sure to label each event and pictures.  Source all referenced publications such as newspapers by highlighting the publication’s name, date of the publication and noting the council/independent unit’s name.  Include events such as Summer Seminar, State and National Conventions, workshops, Founders’ Day event, Reflections event, volunteer appreciation event, luncheons, and so on.


6.  Include a copy of the current year’s Handbook/Yearbook (10%)

D. Optional Contents

1. List of Council PTA Past Presidents (years served, if possible) 

2. Date of organization

3. List all Texas and National Life Memberships and Extended Service Award recipients honored by the

       Council PTA (year awarded, if possible)

4. Dedication Page, PTA colors (blue and gold)

5. If a Handbook/Yearbook isn’t available, please note above in C.5 and include a copy of a balanced budget and a copy of the bylaws with approval date to ensure full credit.

6.    Other items useful to your council/independent unit. 

Award Categories:


Superior – Gold Seal with Blue & Gold Ribbon (100%)


Excellent – Gold Seal with Blue Ribbon (95 – 99%)


Honorable Mention – Gold Seal only (90 – 94%)

History Books/Scrapbooks will be displayed at the Area 18 Annual Meeting/Spring Conference.  Please check-in your book at the History Book/Scrapbook table at the designated time.  The Area 18 Board of Directors will grade the books and the “Best in Show” for a Council and an Independent will be awarded.

Barb McAllister, Area 18 Historian

Phone: 817-446-5370      email address:  Barbara.McAllister@sbcglobal.net
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Area 18 Districts
Arlington ISD

Cedar Hill ISD
DeSoto ISD

Duncanville ISD
Red Oak ISD

Grand Prairie ISD

Kennedale ISD

Lancaster ISD

Mansfield ISD
Area 18 2007 – 2008 Board of Directors

President:

Jeanette Duron
Vice President:

Ame Pratt
Secretary:
     
Hollie Arnold
Area Field Service Representatives:

Area 1:
Beth Crymes (Arlington, Mansfield, Kennedale)
Area 2:
Beth Light (Cedar Hill, Duncanville, Grand Prairie)
Area 3:
Open (DeSoto, Ellis County, Lancaster)
Parliamentarian:
Paula Conrad
Historian:

Barb McAllister
Chairmen:

Arts in Education:
Crystal Owens
Awards:

Secora Martinez
Environmental:

Ame Pratt

Membership:

Beth Light
Money Matters:

Beth Crymes
Webmaster:

Helen Stewart

Council Presidents:

Vickie Hill, (Interim President) Arlington ISD
Angela Trevino, Cedar Hill ISD
OPEN, DeSoto ISD
Brandon Sturman, Duncanville ISD

Victor Claude, Red Oak ISD
Katrina Jones, Grand Prairie ISD

Maria Esparza, Lancaster ISD

Cindy Smith, Mansfield ISD
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Calendar of Events





September, 2007





5 -	Area 18 Board Meeting





6 –	GPISD Council President-Principal Luncheon





17 –	GPISD Council PTA Meeting


Mansfield ISD Council of PTAs Leader Orientation Training (LOT)





29 –	Area 18 Fall Workshop – Cedar Hill





30 –	Early Bird Awards Deadline





October, 2007





1 –	Cedar Hill Council Meeting





1 –	Deadline for Proposed Resolutions and�Legislative Positions





4 -	6:30 PM – Grand Prairie Council of PTAs Leadership Orientation Training (LOT) Registration form available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.gpisd.txpta.org" ��www.gpisd.txpta.org� 





15 –	Submit Texas and National PTA dues, �membership lists and membership awards �forms to Texas PTA Office





31 –	Campus level Reflections entries are due to �Local PTA








Check out our Website for additional dates and information…
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