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Warm greetings from Iquitos in the Peruvian Amazon, where we’re in the middle of the rainy season – although it’s been 32oC today (fairly close to the annual average)! We’d like to update you on what’s been going on here over the last few months…
Developments on the Medical Ministry
Our administrative work on the project has been very varied as usual! We’ve been involved in creating links with different organisations, including drawing up cooperation agreements with the local Ministry of Health and the Regional Government, which are likely to be signed soon. Links have also been created with VidaPeru, an NGO based in Lima, which is able to provide the project with certain medicines free of charge! Since January, UK medical students have begun visiting the project, for 1-2 month placements. We’ve also been coordinating the following activities:
Drinking water supply projects

At the end of November we completed a well in the village of Huacachina on the river Tigre. The local Ministry of Health helped us test the water from the well, and also from the well in Bellavista. Unfortunately the results weren’t very encouraging – the amounts of Iron and Bacteria in the water exceeded the guideline levels. Javier Cejudo (environmental engineering student from Southampton University) sent his thesis / report to us in January, entitled: Breaking barriers: delivering water and sanitation to rural people in Loreto (Peru). It presents quite a bleak outlook for rural water and sanitation in Loreto, and explains how a lot of water projects done in the region in the past have not been successful / sustainable, due to a number of complicated factors (including cultural and environmental (geological etc.)). We’re considering how to advance with designing sustainable water supply projects here, and are likely to receive technical assistance from specialists from the WHO, who will be visiting Iquitos in April.
Amazon Hope 2 trips
As we mentioned in our last newsletter, in the second half of 2006 the Amazon Hope 2 (AH2) ship had work done on it in Iquitos to prepare it for medical trips. Since the middle of November, AH2 has made 6 medical trips – to the river Tigre (November and February), the river Ucayali (December), the river Amazon and Ampiyacu (January and March), and the river Maniti (February). (In November / December, Martin was able to use Peruvian Navy river charts to make more detailed maps of the sections of these rivers that the ship visits, including the locations of most villages, which have helped with planning the trips and activities). AH2 has proved to be an excellent platform for the medical work with its well equipped medical, surgical and dental facilities. We were on the ship in January, on the river Amazon, to monitor and document activities (see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvErpvG8QdE and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePB8Cyr01YI for videos). We also saw the great health needs in the villages, and a number of cases of advanced TB. At the end of the trip, we showed a group of 20 visitors (from the Lima and the UK) around the ship, and the activities. In February, a team of 13 were the first US team to work on AH2, and carried out some excellent medical and evangelism work, together with the local Peruvian team, along the river Manití. 
Refitting of Amazon Hope

Since November, the Amazon Hope (1) (AH) ship has been taking a rest in Iquitos. Starting in April, it will have some major refitting and maintenance work done on it. In fact, it will be cut into two, and have a new section added to its middle, to lengthen it by 10.2 metres!! This will create more room on the ship for medical facilities and cabins, and will also reduce the ships draft in the water – enabling it to travel further up tributary rivers of the Amazon. Medical rooms and facilities will also be improved – bringing the
[image: image3.png]Latin Lka

ouge] adeju3

IS RIS U] Si2uped





ship up to a standard comparable with Amazon Hope 2. This work will be done in a private naval yard in Iquitos. To help the process, in the second half of April a team of naval specialists and engineers will be visiting from the UK (including Captain James Clark) to carry out maintenance jobs on AH. They will be working with the assistance of César (Administrator) and a local translator. In the next few weeks a well equipped auxiliary boat (Andean Hope) will also be arriving for the project. It will arrive in Lima, and then be transported to Iquitos by road and river. 

Eye surgery
Iain Whyte, an Oftamologist from the UK, visited and travelled on the November AH2 trip to the river Tigre, where he examined patients from villages, and carried out a number of operations to treat Cataracts and Tyrigium in AH2’s surgery room. He will be returning in April with an Ophthalmology team (also including an Optometrist) to carry out eye operations on the river Ucayali.
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Ophthamologist Iain whyte carrying out eye surgery on AH2 in November.
Other News
In February we went to Lima for the annual Latin Link Peru conference. The conference was held in Chaclacayo in the hills above Lima, and it was a very refreshing time. It was the first time Vannesa had been to a LL conference, although she already knew a few people in the mission via Tearfund links. This year there were also a lot of new members – the mission is growing. Alan Tower (from the UK Reading office) was also there, and told us officially that Vannesa has been accepted as a member of Latin Link! The mission (and Scripture Union Peru) also said a sad farewell (for now) to the Rojas family. Kathryn and Elmer Rojas have been Latin Link members seconded to Scripture Union Peru, heading up the schools / values classes programme. They are now moving to live in Scotland for the next few years. After the LL conference, Vannesa had a two-day meeting with other Scripture Union Peru directors, to talk about present activities and future direction of different SU projects. 
Please pray …

… that a number of pieces of equipment that have been generously donated to the project can be retrieved from the Peruvian customs.
… for the Lord’s blessing and protection in all the activities on the project, and for rest and refreshment for the whole team.
Thank you for all your prayers and support!!!
Yours in Christ,
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