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Martin Bone, Moyobamba (Jan. 2003)

Orientation and language study in Lima

I arrived in Lima on the 27th of May (2002) and started 4 months of orientation and language study. After a month at the Catholic University language school in San Isidro, I studied one-to-one with tutor German Vallejos in Proceres for 3 months. I feel my Spanish progressed well through the classes - as a result of following good textbook material, and being able to spend much time conversing one-to-one.

It was excellent to get to know the team members in Lima during my time of orientation, both formally in meetings and informally. I was able to visit different projects of the members, and see how they work in their ministries, which was very interesting and extremely useful.

Similarly, my time shadowing youth worker Jesús and assisting in discipleship work in Surco Viejo, and also visiting La Tablada, was very useful, and has helped me think about the possibilities of how I can help in the ministry of the Rios de Agua Viva Church in Moyobamba. I was also able to visit a wide variety of different Churches in Lima, which was interesting.
Starting work with The Luke Society 

I arrived in Moyobamba at the beginning of October and started work with the Luke Society. My acclimatization and aculturalization in Moyobamba has gone smoothly, apart from some minor health problems partly due to the change in climate and the jungle environment. Apart from work on the Water and Sanitation Programme, I have been involved in helping during a Cleft palette operation campaign, helping in occasional translation, and in receiving visitors to the Luke Society from abroad.

The Water and Sanitation programme

In November and December I visited the 4 villages where the Luke Society currently works, with other members of the field team, and met with village leaders to discuss the current needs in relation to drinking water and sanitation, and also to be brought up-to-date on applications for water projects. One of these trips included a visit to the village of Alan Garcia, where villagers took us to a spring they are interested in utilising for supplying drinking water. 

In December, with villagers we set objectives for activities on Water and Sanitation Programme for each village. During these visits, just before Christmas, the programme also organised showing videos in 3 of the villages. The videos shown included a Walt Disney video about environmental hygiene and prevention of disease transmission; ‘The God of Creation’ (Moody Institute ecology video); and Animated New Testament stories. The videos were well attended and received by villagers.

At the end of 2002, the programme was working in collaboration with DIGESA, a public institution, to undertake water supply projects in Nuevo Milagro and Guillermo, which we hoped would start early this year. Engineers from DIGESA told villagers that DIGESA would fund the majority of the costs of the projects (the remainder coming from the villages, other organisations and The Luke Society), and completed technical studies for the projects. However, in January DIGESA told us that they could not now undertake the projects due to decisions made by bosses in Lima. We informed the villagers of this. Over the next few months I will be involved in looking and applying for funding from other local and international agencies for the projects. 

Other Activities 

I am attending the Rios de Agua Viva Church in Moyobamba. I am a part of a Wednesday evening bible study group, and it’s interesting to discuss issues that arise from the studies with friends. The Church is active in outreach and also receives visiting preachers a lot. I translated for a visiting American speaker at the end of January. The pastor has asked me to do a one-hour programme on their local radio station, including English worship music with comments and translations - on Saturdays, which I am likely to start soon. I am helping at a children’s group in a poor neighbourhood of Moyobamba (Bella Aurora) on Sunday mornings. I am involved with the Moyobamba Gideon’s International camp, assisting in translation, and bible distribution.

Prayer and praise points

- Praise the Lord for my time of orientation and language study in Lima, and settling into the work in Moyobamba.

- Please pray for the establishment of a Christian social centre in Moyobamba, especially for the youth.

- Please pray for the provision of funding for water projects in the villages Guillermo and Nuevo Milagro. Please 

  pray that villagers would not be discouraged, and for our witness as we coordinate and work with them.

- Please pray for the distribution of Gideon bibles in schools in rural villages near Moyobamba, around May time.

- Please pray for a dental campaign that I will helping coordinate – in 3+ villages at the beginning of March. 

  Joanna Heywood, Renato Davila, plus another dentist will be visiting Moyobamba for this.
