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Arriving in Lima

I was well looked after the first week I arrived in Lima, by Elmer and Kathryn Rojas, Latin Link missionaries who have two children, and live in a sunny village in the hills above Lima.

Since then, I’ve been staying with Mary and Lucho Davila in Lima itself. Mary and Lucho are Christians and have three grown up children, and are very friendly and welcoming. The next door neighbours are Andy and Brenda Parkins, Latin Link missionaries!

Language Study

For my first month of language studies, I studied at the Catholic language institute in Lima in a class of six. I passed the module okay, which focused mainly on the Spanish subjunctive. Since then I’ve been studying one-to-one with a personal tutor called German. German is a brother from a Church that Margaret Saunderson and Julia Castle helped establish. In the classes, I’ve been able to focus more on conversing, as well as practicing using the subjunctive. The classes are going well.

Outreach and discipleship

As a part of my preparation in Lima, I’ve been shadowing a Peruvian Church youth worker called Jesús, in youth and discipleship work in a poor area of Surco, close to where I’m living. It’s really a privilege and blessing to see how he works in the outreach / discipleship project (which was started about 2 months ago), and his commitment and enthusiasm. On Friday afternoons there’s a friendly football match between the youth group from Jesús’ Church (who travel an hour to get there!) and local lads from Surco – most of whom have a traditional catholic background. Jesús invites them to a meeting in the evening in a local house to watch a Christian video. Also, on Thursday afternoons there’s a discipleship class with about 4-5 of the youth from Surco. Before the class, Jesús visits different lads that he’s befriended through the football, to invite them to the meeting. The regulars in the class are new Christians who are very committed to the study and have a lot of questions. Jesús asked me to prepare 

and lead the class on ‘The work of the Holy Spirit 

in the believer’. The class went okay, and Jesús 

assisted by putting things in more concise Spanish when it was needed! Over the next few weeks I will be continuing to accompany Jesús to the classes, and also visiting some children’s / youth projects.

In Moyobamba

At the end of July I travelled to Moyobamba to meet up with a team from Alamance Presbyterian  Church (North Carolina), and to visit the villages. It was a difficult trip, as there were demonstrations by agricultural workers in Tarapoto and Moyobamba, and most roads had been blocked. However, I met up with the N.C. team in Tarapoto, and the next day we flew to Moyobamba in a light aircraft. It was a blessing to meet many old friends again in Moyobamba. The following day we visited Guillermo and Nuevo Milagro villages to look at the needs for water projects. The team from N.C. said that their Church is very committed to support the projects. A small project to pipe water from a spring to Nuevo Milagro should start within the next few weeks, and a larger project will hopefully go ahead in Guillermo, when local authorities agree to provide half the funds. 
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Walking up to the spring above Guillermo, with Walt and Ben from North Carolina, Gremburg and Elias from the L.S. and German and other friends from Guillermo.

Please pray …

Please pray for Roberto, Juliana, Veronica and Coco in Jesús’ discipleship group, that they would grow in God’s word and learn more of God’s character and love.

I’ll be staying in Lima for language study and orientation until the end of September. Please pray as I continue Spanish classes and prepare for Moyobamba.

Please also pray for my continuing acclimatisation to the Peruvian culture. Not every aspect of the culture is easy to understand! Nor easy to accept. Please pray that I would be able to adapt to and work within the cultural differences that I need to adapt to, and to leave other differences in God’s hands. Thank you for your thoughts and prayers!!
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