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¡Pégkeg tsawáwai!   (Aguaruna greeting)

Thank you very much for your ongoing prayers and support as I work with the Luke Society. Let me update you on news from Moyobamba and the villages. 

The water project is complete in NM!

Over the last three months, villagers in Nuevo Milagro have been very busy working building their water supply system, with engineer Liliana Vásquez directing the work. The toughest part of the project was the digging of a trench for the pipeline from the water source – a distance of over 2 miles! (about 30 men took part). 

The source for the water system is a spring, protected under forest cover. The gravity feed system includes a water tank just above the village with a capacity of 7m2, which fills during the night, providing a good store of water available to the village in the day. Each family in the village has a concrete washbasin with a tap (see photo), and a shower on the rear side of the basin. During the project, various villagers said they were not going to wash until the system was complete, when they could have a real shower with clean water!

Excitement grew during the project, and there was a special moment the day the system was tested. Each family turned on their tap and shower for the first time, which was followed by mini water-fights all over the village!
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Juan García and his son Nelson in Nuevo Milagro, with a supply of clean water in their house for the first time!! 

(For more photos, see:  http://www.geocities.com/martinboneperu/NMSept03)
Last Saturday (11th October) the village held an inauguration ceremony to celebrate the completion of the 


project. Lots of different people took part in the morning,

children and adults, and including a drama and songs. I was invited to share a short message, and spoke about there often being two paths or routes for walking in the countryside, a wide but muddy one and a narrow but safe one, and the importance of choosing the latter. The reading was from John 4, Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well, which was read by Prexiliano - a brother who attends the Nazarene Church in Nuevo Milagro. Later Marlith, the director of the Luke Society, congratulated the villagers for their hard work on the project and encouraged them in maintaining the system sustainably. This was followed by the unveiling of a commemorative plaque. 

Praise the Lord that this week work got underway on the water project in Guillermo. At the moment the water collection reservoir is being built at the water source.
Other news

I’ve been making visits and coordinating other possible water supply projects that will probably be carried out later this year or next year in: Las Palmeras (improvement project); Alan García; and Sector Río Soritor (still in early stages of investigation). The latter village is an Aguaruna community where the Luke Society is beginning to work. It’s a largish village, but doesn’t have a source of clean water. For the work in Aguaruna communities, we are taking Aguaruna language classes every Monday evening.

We’ve held bible distribution / evangelism campaigns in the villages of Guillermo and Alan García. A New Testament for adults in large type, New Testament for children in simple-Spanish, and children’s devotional pack were given to each family. In Guillermo we made house visits and chatted with each family. Please pray for similar campaigns which we will hold in Las Palmeras and Nuevo Milagro. In the Bella Aurora Sunday group, we’ve also been able to give copies of the New Testament to young children, and complete bibles to the older children.

Please pray …

Pray for the equipping of the Luke Society workers in God’s Holy Spirit, and for opportunities to witness and demonstrate God’s love and truth in the work.
Please continue to pray for good health and protection for myself and everyone else involved in the projects.

Thank you for all your prayers and support!!  Martin
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