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¡Feliz Año Nuevo!  
I hope you´ve had a very blessed Christmas and are enjoying the start to the New Year. Thank you for your prayers and support as I work with the Luke Society. Let me update you on news from Moyobamba and the villages since October. 

The water projects in G. and L.P.
Following the water project in Nuevo Milagro, in October and November we worked with villagers in Guillermo to improve their water supply system. Their water system was installed by the state in 1996, but suffered from contamination due to a poorly chosen water source. 
The improvement project involved building of a concrete reservoir box one kilometre from the village which collects water from a spring in the hills, and laying a pipeline to the villages´ existing water tank. In addition, concrete washbasins were built for each family in the village (similar to those built in Nuevo Milagro). The villagers now receive very pure spring water into their homes! An inauguration ceremony was held at the beginning of December to celebrate, with presentation of songs and poems by school children, and the unveiling of a commemorative plaque.
[image: image1.jpg]



The commemorative plaque in Guillermo (infront – Luke Society  
workers; at back, to right of Martin – village leaders), December 2003.
For more photos, see:  http://www.geocities.com/martinboneperu/main 
In December we assisted the village of Las Palmeras in improving their water supply system. The system previously had problems of irregular water pressure and contamination (the reservoir was located in a coffee plantation). The improvements included construction of a new water collection reservoir 250m distance higher up the valley, under natural forest cover, and extending the pipeline up to it. The project has resulted in better pressure 


and flow to the village, and the village water tank (which only filled up to half a metre before) is now filling completely. In addition, the quality of the water has been secured for the foreseeable future.
A water supply system for Alan García
At the end of this month, we will start a project with the village of Alan García to build a water supply system there. A larger neighbouring village (Pueblo Libre) has recently built a water supply system, and their pipeline (3´´) passes through Alan García. They have given Alan García permission to install a 1´´ connection pipe to their filter tank (located just outside Alan García). The project will involve building a 20 m3 water tank (to which the connection pipe will run), a short pipeline to the village, and three distribution lines. Previously villagers in Alan García have had to use dangerously contaminated water.
Other news
We are continuing to assist Sector Rio Soritor in investigating possibilities for a water system. Recently a topographic survey was carried out. The village leaders now need to investigate possible sources of funding.

On a more personal note, in November my father and his fiancée (Jackie) visited Peru. I travelled with them to the south. We visited Arequipa, Puno (lake Titicaca), Cuzco and Macchu Picchu! It was a very enjoyable and relaxing time. They then visited Moyobamba for five days, and visited the water project in Guillermo.
On the 24th December fifty children from Bella Aurora, and the leaders, presented a song in the Presbyterian Church. It was the first time they’ve sung in the church.
Tearfund are writing an article on the water project in Nuevo Milagro. Please look out for it in Tear Times.
Please pray …

… as the Luke Society visits and chooses new villages to work in. About 14 communities will be visited, including Aguaruna and Mestizo (non-native) villages.
… for the preparations for the water supply project in Alan Garcia. The project should start in the last week of January.
… for a bible distribution and evangelism campaign to be held in Nuevo Milagro and Las Palmeras in March.

Thank you for your prayers and support!!   Martin
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