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¡Feliz Año Nuevo! 

Thank you very much for your prayers and thoughts as I arrived in Moyobamba after doing language study in Lima, and especially for your prayers and letters over Christmas. I hope I can update you on the main things I’ve been doing since September.

Starting in Moyobamba

I arrived in Moyobamba at the beginning of October, just in time for a week of meetings held by The Luke Society! to plan  work and projects for 2003. This enabled me to get an overview of how the village work has developed in the last 2 years, and what changes have been made to the field programmes. It also put my Spanish to good test! and enabled me to co-ordinate with the rest of the field team to set objectives for the Water and Sanitation programme.

After staying with Juan Ruiz and his family for a short while, I’m now renting a house near the Punta de Fachin (viewing point) in Lluyucucha, part of Moyobamba. I’ve been able to buy furniture and get organised fairly well. However, it’s a great blessing to also be able to eat meals with Juan and his family who live closeby!

Progress on the water projects

I’ve made visits to the villages to begin work co-ordinating the Water and Sanitation programme. These have been to relate with villagers, get updated on developments, and discuss what steps need to be made for water projects. Here’s a brief summary of progress on the projects:

Nuevo Milagro – Since September, DIGESA (a government body that receives funds from the World Bank) has agreed to fund a comprehensive sanitation project in the village, including construction of a gravity feed water system. The Luke Society will be providing funds for aggregates which DIGESA will not provide. The Luke Society will be assisting in the project, and helping co-ordination between the village and DIGESA, who’s offices are 4 hours away.

Guillermo – DIGESA will be carrying out a similar project in Guillermo, including improvement of the village water system, to enable it to receive water from a spring. We will be assisting similarly in this project.

Las Palmeras – The village is seeking help to improve it’s water system by building a new reservoir further up the valley, under forest cover. This would be to improve 


the quality of the water, which is presently affected by a coffee plantation. We’re looking for funds to help the 

village either build the reservoir, or to build a chlorination system into the village water tank.

Alan Garcia – The village still doesn’t have a water system, although it is desperately needed. We are hoping to co-ordinate with DIGESA to make a visit to the village, and also investigate other sources of funding.
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An away day with village health and sanitation promoters before Christmas, at a local beauty spot.

‘‘Rios de agua Viva’’

I am attending the ´Rivers of Living Water´ Church in Moyobamba. It is a very lively, growing Church which has a passion for outreach. I’m a member of a midweek cell group, and have made lots of friends in the Church. I am also helping again at a children’s group in Bella Aurora on Sunday mornings, which is a great blessing.

Please pray …

Please pray for the start of water projects in Nuevo Milagro and Guillermo, that work would begin soon with DIGESA, as the villagers will begin their coffee harvest in April. Also for provision of funding for water projects in Las Palmeras and Alan Garcia.

Please pray for my health, as I have had a number of minor health problems lately, including mouth ulcers, insect bites!, and a cold.

Please pray for guidance as I consider how to help out in the ministry of the RdAV Church, possibly by helping lead a cell group, or presenting a weekly programme on the Church’s local radio station.

Thank you for all your prayers, thoughts and encouragement!!
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