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Water supply projects
During 2003 much of my time (working as coordinator of the Luke Society´s Community Sanitation programme) involved preparing, coordinating and supervising water supply projects in villages close to Moyobamba. At the start of the year we made a special spplication to Tearfund-England for funds for water supply projects in Nuevo Milagro and Guillermo villages, which they approved in March. Initial work involved studies and comparing possible water sources for the projects.

The start of the water projects was delayed due to an extended rainy season. However, the project in Nuevo Milagro got under way in July. We contracted a local Christian engineer (Liliana Vasquez) to direct the technical side of the project. I acted as project coordinator / supervisor. During the project we saw great enthusiasm and unity amongst the villagers, carrying out the manual work on the project. There were some political difficulties, involving land-occupiers, which seemed to threaten the project at one point, and these were mostly solved through debate, explication and negotiation. The project was completed in just over 3 months. Tearfund are writing an article on the project for TearTimes.

The water project in Guillermo started in October and involved improvement of the village´s existing water supply system (construction of a collection / reservoir tank which collects water from a spring, laying a 700m pipeline, and building concrete wash basins for each family in the village). The project was completed at the end of November. On completion of the projects in Nuevo Milagro and Guillermo, inaugaration ceremonies were held to celebrate. These were good opportunities for witness, and included an evangelistical message on the theme ´´Streams of Living water´´.

In December we carried out an additional water supply improvement project in the village of Las Palmeras. The water system there had suffered irregular water pressure and contamination. Now, with a new reservoir / collection tank higher up the valley and under forest cover, the village recieves much cleaner water, and with good supply rate and pressure. We are now preparing for a water supply project in the village of Alan Garcia. This project will involve construction of a 20m3 water tank and laying a distribution network in the village, The project will start on the 9th of February and last about one and a half months.

We have been providing technical assistance and advice to Sector Rio Soritor, an Aguaruna village, as they plan and apply for funding for a water supply system. We have also been providing assistance and advice to authorities in Yantalo (a large village) as they plan to repair their water tower.

Other activities with The Luke Society

Other work on the water and sanitation programme has included providing workshops in the villages on themes of administration and maintenance of water supply systems, and environmental protection. The Luke Society´s field team together carried out a bible distriubution and evangelism campaign in the villages Alan Garcia and Guillermo. New Testaments (Reina Valera large print and Version en Lenguaje sencillo para niños) were donated to each family. Similar campaigns will be carried out in Nuevo Milagro and Las Palmeras in March.

The Luke Society this year will finish working in the villages where the team has worked for the past 4 years, and is starting the process of visiting and selecting new communities to work in (including Aguaruna and mestizo). I am involved in this process. We will be visiting around 14 villages, meeting with village leaders and residents to assess needs. Visiting and working in Aguaruna villages will require some changes in the Luke Society´s approach and methodology in development work. So it will be a learning curve for everyone on the field team. We are also taking classes to learn Aguaruna language once a week.

Life in Moyobamba etc.

Living in Moyobamba has felt a little isolated at times, although I have been blessed through friendships. I was also blessed in 2003 by a number of visitors to Moyobamba, coming from Lima and the UK. These included my father and his fiancee in November, and it was excellent to share a taste of life in Moyobamba with them, after a holiday touring the south of Peru!

I am continuing to help with a children´s group in Bella Aurora, a poor neighbourhood in Moyobamba, every sunday. My Church situation had changed and I am now attending the Centro de Avivamiento Church. It is a smallish Church with a friendly family atmosphere and I feel I am able to both give and recieve well in the Church. I am helping lead a discpleship group on Friday evenings.

Prayer and Praise points

Praise the Lord for the provision of funds for water projects in 2003 and the improvements in drinking water quality in the villages.

Pray for the water project in Alan Garcia, and that through it we would communicate and demonstrate God´s love and truth.

Pray as the Luke Society visits and selects new communities to work in, and for wisdom and guidance in the process.

Pray for strength and energy for everyone on the field team, as 2004 will be a busy year!

Pray for the bible distribution and evangelism campaigns in Nuevo Milagro and Las Palmeras in March.

