Interviews with villagers of Nuevo Milagro – on their new drinking water system.

Elena (L.S.): We would like to know how you feel now with the project, the water [system]; how do you feel with this new service?
Juan Hilario Garcia Calle (N.M.): Well, thanks for the interviews that you are doing. Well here in Nuevo Milagro we suffered a lot because of the need for the water. Now we are totally thankful because we have this direct benefit [gain] and now we don’t drink that water that was contaminated from the stream, and had viruses, microbes. Now we are happy because we drink excellent water, very clean and pure. We are grateful to you.
Martin (L.S.): Could you tell us your name?

Segundo Tarrillo Olivera, president of the water committee in Nuevo Milagro.

Martin: Could you explain a little about the situation regarding water before the project was done?

Segundo (N.M.): Before the project the situation was very critical, there was little water and there were many problems for the people who fetched water from the stream, they couldn’t fill their containers, because the collection place was full of people at the time when each woman arrived there. Everyone was trying to fill, and there were problems. But now it has been solved, with the drinking water [system] in the village.

Martin: And how have you all worked together to undertake this project, and collaborated in the work?
Segundo: We have worked united, the authorities and all the villagers. All in agreement, we’ve worked, collaborating to obtain the aggregate and [provide] the un-qualified manual labour, we’ve worked all in agreement, like one single person.
Martin: Have you an impression of what the villagers in general think, now that they have their water and washbasins? What is their reaction, or how do they see it now?

Segundo: Now, our reaction is to always work realizing that to have this drinking water we must look after it, work to obtain and have funds in case there’s a leak somewhere, and to use this to buy tubes, or glue. And also to protect it, so that it remains in perfect conditions, since it has cost us much work. Also, we have to look after it from now on, we want to work united – the whole village – to protect it.
Martin: Could you tell us your first name?
Florencia Cajo Lopez

Martin: and you live in the centre of Nuevo Milagro, don’t you?

Florencia (N.M.): Yes
Martin: How do you feel now that there is drinking water and washbasin in your house?

Florencia: Happy, contented.

Martin: How were things before and how are things now, after the project?
Florencia: Before, we had to go to the water [stream], it was all difficult for us and caused us worry. Now we are more at ease, we have [water] to wash, to bath at the hour we want to.

Martin: Would you say that now daily life is a little more easy, in some ways?

Florencia: Yes

Martin: In what sort of way? Is it quicker to do the washing and everything?
Florencia: Yes, it’s quicker, we can do the things quicker. [Before] we had to put aside a whole day to go and wash, and fetch water in the mornings, whilst also looking after out children and making sure they got to school on time.
Martin: and now?

Florencia: not so now, all happier, more at ease, we feel happy because we have water, at the hour we want it, we bath, each one washes in their house, and we don’t have headaches now. Sometimes we all went to a single [collection place in a] stream and we had to wait for someone to wash, another to fill and so on, not so now… more at ease, we feel happy, more time to go to fetch our wood.
Martin: Teacher, you are the headmaster of the primary school in Nuevo Milagro; what is your complete name please.
Amet Figueroa Santamaria, I have worked in the primary school, 916, in Nuevo Milagro, for 3 years.
Martin: Could you tell us how you think the situation has changed in Nuevo Milagro with the drinking water project?

Amet: The changes are quite notorious, firstly, before [we had] the drinking water, Nuevo Milagro had as it’s source of water a small stream that was very contaminated. It contained a lot of parasites, and the school children, the children from the village, all drunk from this water and had many parasites, and also the fathers, and the mothers went there to wash. And that water was used for everything in the homes and was highly contaminated; and now one sees that the water [source], which the water system that San Lucas helped build uses, is very clean, and this water is in every home, with a tap, and their shower, and it is much more easy than going to a dirty stream and waiting until everyone has used the area. The people had to bath themselves in full view, in the stream, in a public place – and also one noted a great deficiency with the water -, and today these problems have been overcome thanks to the  project that San Lucas has done.
Martin: And more specifically regarding the school - the school has 2 washbasins and connections – how is the water helping the school?

Amet: The drinking water in NM is a great help for the school because, for the children, it represented a great difficulty - each and every day to have to go to the stream to fetch water for preparing food, for them to drink… and this was even more difficult on rainy days… the children had to go to the stream, about 300 metres away, to fetch the water, and they got themselves wet and muddy, they got dirty, and then had to spend the whole day like this in the school, because this was what they did every day. They also had to drink that water. But today we have the water which is here, the tap in the school; we have two taps [connections]: one which is here in the school building that we are occupying and the other on the plot that is going to be used for the future school building. And now with much greater ease, the children no longer go to collect water in canisters. The mothers use, and now the children drink, the water that they get from the tap and later they filter it thanks to the filter that San Lucas also donated us.
Martin: and are you seeing that the connection in the school vegetable garden is also a help?

Amet: The connection that we have in the vegetable garden - we are using the taps for when the children are working in the garden, and can drink from them, can wash themselves with this water, and it’s also used to help with irrigating the plants, because, before we had to go right to the stream, which was distant, to bring the water for irrigation, and this was tiring for the children. But today things are much easier with the connection that we have there in the vegetable garden.

Martin: What is your full name?

Dina Pena Camizan

Martin: How old are you?

Dina (N.M.): 12

Martin: How do you feel now that there is [drinking] water in NM?
Dina: I feel very happy because before, we were very worried, because many people fought for the water in the stream.

Martin: The children collected the water before, didn’t they? How have things changed for the children in NM now?

Dina: They are very happy because they are not carrying water now.

Vanne: How did you used to have the water in your house?

Dina: In canisters.

Martin: And how much time did it take to bring it?

Dina: Half an hour.

Martin: Each day?

Dina: Yes.

Martin: And now it’s there in your house?

Dina: Yes, and now it’s there – close.

Martin: Okay, thanks very much.

