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 I am hoping that the topic of my research paper will be the Olivier’s Freudian 

masculine Hamlet versus Strange Brew’s Nielsen feminine Hamlet.  The paper may also 

contain nuances of “Hamletism,” the theory of Olivier that Hamlet was “the tragedy of 

man who could not make up his mind” and how that compares to the Hamlet of Strange 

Brew.   

 My thesis statement would be loosely: Olivier uses Freudian psychology to 

develop his Oedipal Hamlet, while Strange Brew portrays a classic feminine Neilsenian 

Hamlet. 

 Sources: 

Peter Donaldson  
Cinema Journal, Vol. 26, No. 4. (Summer, 1987), pp. 22-48.  
Stable URL: http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0009-
7101%28198722%2926%3A4%3C22%3AOHAF%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6  
Abstract: This essay presents a psychoanalytic and psychobiographical account of 
Laurence Olivier's "Hamlet". The author appeals to the director's memoirs and 
contemporary theoretical contributions to the theory of narcissism, while both 
reviewing passive Oedipal and narcissistic issues in Olivier's early years and 
providing a new close reading for the film.  

 

George Lyman Kittredge, Olivier, and the Historical Hamlet 
R. W. Babcock  
College English, Vol. 11, No. 5. (Feb., 1950), pp. 256-265.  
Stable URL: http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0010-
0994%28195002%2911%3A5%3C256%3AGLKOAT%3E2.0.CO%3B2-J  
 
Information on Hamletism 
 
 



Shakespeare Survey 45 
Stanley Wells  
Review author[s]: Ace G. Pilkington  
The Review of English Studies, New Series, Vol. 46, No. 184. (Nov., 1995), pp. 
566-567.  
Stable URL: http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0034-
6551%28199511%292%3A46%3A184%3C566%3ASS4%3E2.0.CO%3B2-O  
 

Cites Nielsen’s Hamlet 

http://www.mala.bc.ca/~johnstoi/eng366/lectures/hamlet.htm 

Cites Nielsen’s Hamlet 

Room for Asta: Gender roles and melodrama in Asta Nielsen's filmic version of 
Hamlet (1920) 
Literature Film Quarterly ,  2002  by Seidl, Monika 
 
In depth exploration of Nielsen’s Hamlet 
 
Freud on Shakespeare 

Norman N. Holland  
PMLA, Vol. 75, No. 3. (Jun., 1960), pp. 163-173.  
Stable URL: http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0030-
8129%28196006%2975%3A3%3C163%3AFOS%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Y  

 
 

http://www.looksmarteducation.com/p/search?tb=art&pi=education&qt=%22Seidl%2C+Monika%22
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